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NOTE TO all of you media mainstreamers who are getting your jollies at 
Vince McMahon’s expense: 
Enough! 

The XFL may indeed be an abject failure. Ratings are well below expecta- 
tions, sponsors are dropping out, and The Big Game At The End could well be 
the end forever. But the way the mainstream media has reacted, you would 
think that they actually accomplished something by having forecasted what is 
taking place. 

There are those who have an interest in the XFL who will go so far as to blame 
the league’s condition on the media. Jesse Ventura, for instance. The 
governor/shill was being honored by a press club a little while back and he was 
asked about the XFL’s unreached goals. The smug Gov, while not denying that 
the league was suffering, said to the gathered media members, “Well, you can all 
give yourselves a hand.” 

No, Jesse, the media is not to blame. In fact, the press coverage leading up to 
the season opener gave the XFL its best opportunity to succeed. The people 
tuned out because the people didn’t like the product. It’s just that simple. Think 
about it: The media destroys professional wrestling, yet that doesn’t seem to 
have any impact on ratings. 

Still, the media smirks, as if Ventura’s comment was truly valid. This is what 
happens, | guess, when a sports entertainment promoter dares to walk on the 
hallowed grounds of the serious world of sports. 

“The damned rasslin’ promoter needs to be taught a lesson!” 

Everyone knew that the XFL’s phenomenal Week One ratings would drop 
off, but nobody knew just how far the drop would be. For me, it was fun to 
watch the mainstream media sweat it out for seven days. Some were probably 
beginning to second-guess their forecasts of failure. Perhaps the theory 
behind the formation of the league had some validity. Perhaps the XFL did 
indeed fill a void in the post-Super Bowl lives of football fans. Perhaps the rule 
changes and all-access approach added excitement. Perhaps the cheerlead- 
ers, well, you know. 

The Week Two ratings, however, removed all doubts—and hope. The 
world was curious enough to give the XFL a look, but not entertained enough 
to make it part of their lives. The rasslin’ promoter lost ratings, sponsors, 
points on the stock market—and (let the sportswriters and announcers 
rejoice) will ultimately be sent back to his make-believe world with his tail 
between his legs. 

As a member of the media (though admittedly far from mainstream), I'm 
embarrassed. What have these people done in their lives that they can revel over 
what they perceive as the failure of another? McMahon is not Saddam Hussein 
invading Kuwait! He started a football league, for heaven’s sake. The NFL didn’t 
make money for years. Neither did Sports Illustrated or three-quarters of the 
newspapers or sports talk radio stations that employ the media cynics. The reality 
of the world in 2001 is that McMahon probably doesn’t have the luxury of time to 
establish the XFL as a viable brand, but | doubt he’ll use that as an excuse. 
Jesse Ventura may have time to look for scapegoats, but Vince McMahon has 
other things to accomplish. 

He'll cut his losses and go back to his make-believe world that generates very 
real cash, but he won't do so with his tail between his legs. He has nothing to be 
embarrassed about. 


Stu Saks 
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A BARD'S TALE 


A quick synopsis of Mick Foley’s recent appearance at 
West Chester University in Pennsylvania: 

“*’.. so the kindly Mr. Foley, upset with how all the bad 
people were picking on him and making fun of his job, set out 
to debunk all the horrible myths and legends about the suppos- 
edly evil WWE. Mr. Foley knew it would take a long time to 
prove all the bad people wrong, but that didn’t bother him at 
all. What else is a retired hardcore legend supposed to do? 

So, Mr. Foley explained, he began watching hours upon 
hours of WWF programming, making sure to try to make note 
of all the times his friends did bad things or even pretended to 
do bad things, since even pretending to do bad things isn’t 
something nice people should do. Now, just a few times, Mr. 
Foley did notice his friends doing things that might make 
mommies and daddies change the channel, but Road Dogg is 
now gone from the WWF, and The Godfather became The 
Goodfather, so that makes everything a-okay. 

Much to his surprise, while watching the 
WWE during those hours upon hours, Mr. 

Foley found himself laughing most of the 
time—especially when he watched seg- 4 

ments that featured his two Canuck bud- 
dies, Mr. Edge and Mr. Christian. Boy 
those two could make Mr. Foley chuckle. 
And when Mr. Foley watched a tape of 
him catching Mr. Christian in the little 
boys’ room pretending to puke, well, Mr. 
Foley got a big funny feeling throughout 
his entire body. He laughed and laughed 
and laughed until his belly shook like a 
bow! full of jelly! 

See, to Mr. Foley, the WWF isn’t all about cursing and 
boobies and two people beating each other up. Not at all. To 
Mr. Foley, the WWF is about poking fun at one another and 
making harmless jokes at one another’s expense. 

That’s why Mr. Foley gets along with Mr. Snow so well. 

But Mr. Foley still wanted to prove the bad people wrong, 
so he read books like Hansel And Gretel and The Wizard Of 
Oz. And boy oh boy did Mr. Foley find some not-so-very-nice 
things in those books. Mr. Foley also began watching 
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Compiled by Will Welsh 


Mommy’s soap operas, and he found the people on those 
shows to be not very nice, either. If they weren’t trying to beat 
people up, they were trying to tickle one another and make one 
another laugh under the bedsheets, but in a naughty, adults- 
only kind of way. 

Armed with this information, Mr. Foley began a tour of 
college campuses, where he hoped to talk to the busy college 


students between their keg parties. Mr. Foley did a very good 
job speaking with the students, comparing the WWF to the 
evil books and soap operas, and by the time he was done 
speaking every night, he had convinced all the WWF fans in 
attendance that, yes, the WWF was good for them after all! 

The End.” 

[Editor’s note: All kidding aside, Dave Lenker and Will 
Welsh attended one of Mick’s college lectures and found it 


quite entertaining and enlightening. We give it five suplexes 
out of five—“Before The Bell's” first-ever perfect score. If 
Foley brings his tour to a college near you, don't oe up the 


opportunity to see him perform in this unique setting.] 


E4455 


ar] nF 
THE STUPID FILES 

*WCW has done some stupid things over the past 
couple of months (okay, a /ot of stupid things), but its 
latest delve into the world of stupidity may have been 
its most ridiculous yet. The return of Glacier, other- 
wise known as Ray Lloyd and Coach Buzz Stern, 
makes absolutely no sense whatsoever. 

Back in 1997, when Glacier made his debut in 
WCW, it looked as if WCW had really tapped into 
something with the exotic character. Designed 
after Sub-Zero of Mortal Combat fame, Glacier |. 
was a flashy martial arts master capable of beating 
anyone who crossed his path—provided they were 
mid-carders. 

Remember the infamous “Blood Runs Cold” 
angle? Glacier teamed with Emest Miller to take on 
James Vandenberg’s (ECW’s Sinister Minister) death 
duo, Mortis (Chris Kanyon) and Wrath (Bryan Clark). 
Though everyone involved in the storyline has since 
proven to be more than serviceable inside the ring, the 
“Blood Runs Cold” thing never really caught on and 
was eventually forgotten. So was Glacier—or so we 
thought. 

A few months ago, Glacier reappeared at the side 
of Norman Smiley, and the collective groan from 
wrestling fans everywhere was pretty damn deafening. 

Why Glacier? Why reintroduce a character that 
failed so miserably the first time around? 

Well, only a few members of WCW’s creative team 
know for sure why Glacier was brought back—and 
they aren’t speaking. But there has been ample specu- 
lation, and most of it has focused on one theory: WCW 
brought back Glacier to make fun of itself, to poke fun 
at itself and have a good laugh at its own expense. 

You know, most of the time, a little self-deprecating 
humor is a very good thing. It doesn’t hurt to let those around 
you know that you don’t take yourself too seriously. But in 
this instance, when a lot of what has gone on in WCW has 
been considered a joke by the majority of the wrestling com- 
munity for most of the last two years, WCW shouldn’t be 
poking fun at itself. There are too many people doing that 
already. Instead, if WCW wants to reminisce, it should at 
least reminisce about the storylines that helped make the pro- 
motion successful. 

Guess nobody ever told WCW that. 

¢Who woulda thunk that long-time Saturday Night Live 
producer Lorne Michaels, a man who had already climbed on 
the WWE bandwagon and reaped the rewards of an SNL 
appearance by The Rock, would abandon the XFL ship 
before it even really left port. 

Don’t get us wrong, we think any man associated with 
cinematic epics like Stuart Saves His Family and Superstar 
should get his due respect. But Michaels seemed just a tiny 
bit silly when he blew a gasket on February 10, the night the 
XFL’s Los Angeles Xtreme and Chicago Enforcers delayed 
the start of SVL 45 minutes because their game went into 
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double-overtime. Michaels was said to be especially peeved 
because the ratings for that night’s SVL were expected to be 
higher than normal. You see, that was the night the vivacious 
Jennifer Lopez was hosting. Instead, the 45-minute delay 
was said to have adversely affected the ratings for J-Lo’s 
appearance. 

According to the New York Post, Michaels reportedly 
“told [his] associate that he could have tolerated having a pro- 
gram delayed by an extra-inning game with the Yankees in 
the World Series, but not for something like an XFL game.” 

Like a World Series game is that big of a deal these days. 

Apparently, Michaels has forgotten that one of the reasons 
NBC partnered with Vince McMahon and WWFE in the first 
place was because NBC was desperately trying to find pro- 
gramming that would provide a strong lead-in audience for 
SNL. Once a ratings juggernaut on Saturday nights, SNL’s cre- 
ative direction has suffered in recent years, and it has shown in 
the program’s ratings. The XFL was brought in to help. 

Besides, if anyone should know about the travails of live 
television, it’s Michaels. It’s not like he hasn’t been doing it 
for the past 25 years. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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“C.W. [Anderson] had major superstar written all over 
him.” 

—Steve Corino, Iwrestling.com, discussing the depth of 
ECW’s roster at the time of its shutdown 


“The most influential person in my life as 
far as helping me out is probably Kevin Nash.” 

—Mike Sanders, Slam! Wrestling, dis- 
cussing his influences in WCW 


“Just because you can have good matches 
in ECW does not mean you will fit in well in 
WCW. ECW is not the big dance despite what 
fans or workers there think. I’m not bad- 
mouthing ECW. I loved my time there and 
owe Paul a lot for what he did for me. It’s just 
ECW is one of the easiest places to work. As 
long as you are willing to work hard, Paul can 
pretty much take care of the rest. If you truly 
believe you have a talent, being asked to prove 
it should just be a formality.” 

—Lance Storm, stormwrestling.com, basi- 
cally telling his reluctant former ECW mates 
to work a tryout match for WCW if it will help 
them land a job with the promotion 


“T was bitched at for wrestling too well! I wasn’t allowed 
to go out there and do what I can do.” 

—Jerry Lynn, wwf.com, discussing his time in WCW as 
Mr. J.L. 
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EEN WONDERING WHY 
B sens “The King” Lawler 

suddenly disappeared 
from Raw and Smackdown in 
early-March? Maybe this will 
help clear things up: On Feb- 
ruary 27, wwf.com posted the 
following: “Stacy Carter (The 
Kat) was released on Tuesday 
by the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration. Her husband, Jerry ‘The 
King’ Lawler, also decided to 
leave the company under pro- 
test.” 

In simpler terminology, Lawler 
quit the federation because the 
WWF fired his wife. 

While it would be wrong to 
guess at the specific reasons 
behind the WWF’s termination of 
The Kat—Lawler said he was 
told Kat had an attitude prob- 
lem—there is speculation that 
WWF officials had had enough of 
her and Lawler’s backstage poli- 
ticking. 

With The Kat having been kept 
off TV for months, Lawler admitted 
in a statement on his official Web 
site, www.kinglawler.com, that he, 
along with Kat, had been petition- 
ing the WWF’s writers to find her 
an on-air role. When they failed to 
come up with anything of sub- 
stance, Lawler suggested the 
Right To Censor storyline in 
which Kat would be forced to join 
the group against her will—and at 
No Way Out, that’s exactly what 
happened. 

Two days later, however, Kat and 
Lawler were gone from the federa- 
tion. 

“Let me say that | don’t really 


12 & PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


know what is going on other 
than that | feel there is more to 
this than meets the eye,” wrote 
just one day after he quit the 
WWF. “I’m not knocking anyone 
in the WWF, they’ve been too 
good to me to do that. | just real- 
ly don’t understand this whole 
scenario.” 

Neither does anyone else. 

Well, Eric Bischoff is definite- 
ly back in charge of World Cham- 


Jerry Lawler was shocked when he found out his wife, Stacy Carter (The Kat), had 
been fired from the WWF in late-February. Shock quickly turned to anger, as he 
opted to quit the federation in protest of the decision. 


pionship Wrestling. 

Gone from WCW are the vulgar 
language and racy women. In are 
Bischoff allies like Rick Steiner and 
“Diamond” Dallas Page. Even 
more Bischoff “brand names” should 
be returning soon. 

But perhaps the most important 
Bischoff-led initiative since his return 
to power is the return to prominence 
of the cruiserweights. 

Sure, during the years Bischoff 
and WCW pushed the borders of 
wrestling popularity further and fur- 
ther into the mainstream, the cruis- 
erweights took a backseat to the 
NWO. Though the Eddie Guerreros 
and Rey Misterios were wrestling 
four- and five-star matches on an 
almost weekly basis, they were often 
sacrificed to the almighty NWO. The 
cruiserweights lost even more 
ground when a few of them were 
positioned as top stars during the 
failed New Blood experiment of 
2000. What did Billy Kidman gain 
from wrestling Hogan anyway? 
Other than a pretty miserable win- 
loss record, not much. 

But now that Bisch is back and in 
need of exciting matches to draw 
viewers away from Raw, he’s going 
old-school. When Bischoff first 
decided to challenge the WWF by 
putting Nitro head-to-head against 
Raw in 1995, he made sure to 
attract viewers by inundating them 
with stellar matches featuring lighter 
wrestlers. Soon, Nitro was beating 
Raw in the ratings. 

Seeking to recapture some of that 
magic, Bischoff has again turned to 
the cruiserweights to help WCW in 
its war with the WWF. Of course, 
this begs at least one question: How 
revolutionary is a revolution the sec- 
ond time around? 

Certainly the creation of the cruis- 
erweight tag team division is a step 
in the right direction. In fact, it can be 
argued that WCW has the formula 
for a successful cruiserweight tag 
division staring them right in the 
face: the WWF’s World tag team 
division. 

If you throw teams like The 
Acolytes and The Dudley Boyz out 


of the WWF's tag team division, 
what you're left with is basically a 
cruiserweight division. The Hardy 
Boyz are two of the most over 
wrestlers in the federation despite 
their small frames. So is Christian. 
And Edge, while maybe a little big to 
be a WCW cruiserweight, certainly 
isn’t your classic heavyweight. 
Despite all of this, the WWF's tag 
team division is one of the hottest 
divisions in all of wrestling. 

Does the return of the cruiser- 
weights guarantee the Fusient- 
owned WCW will be a success? 
Absolutely not. It is, however, a giant 
step in the right direction. 

It looks like we’re closer to figur- 
ing out what the future holds for 
ECW. Unfortunately, the future 
doesn’t appear to hold much 
promise. 

Gone to the WWF are Justin 
Credible, Rhino, Jerry Lynn, and 
the tag team of Joey Matthews and 
Christian York, who were assigned 
to Memphis Championship Wres- 
tling. Yoshihiro Tajiri’s WWF con- 
tract should also be finalized by the 
time you read this. 

WCW hasn't raided ECW's roster 
like the WWF has, but it has taken 


Happy days are here again for WCW 
cruiserweights. With Eric Bischoff 
back in charge, greater emphasis 
has been placed on that division 
again. Rey Misterio Jr. and Shannon 
Moore had to be excited about that. 


its share of ECW talent, too. Johnny 
Swinger made his return to the fed- 
eration on February 26. Steve 
Corino was rumored to have signed 
a WCW contract under a double- 
super-duper-secret confidentiality 
clause. Simon Diamond, because 
of his clean-cut good looks, was also 
reported to be in talks with WCW. 
So were Kid Kash and E.Z. Money. 

What does this leave Paul E. to 
work with even if ECW can some- 
how survive? A Tommy Dreamer 
vs. Sandman main event will always 
draw fans, but where would he go 
from there? Prodigy vs. The Mus- 
keteer? Gimme a break. 

(On a side note, will someone 
from WCW or the WWF wake up 
and sign C.W. Anderson! The most 
underrated ECW wrestler left on the 
open market, C.W. would make a 
fine addition to either of the Big Two; 
he’d be an unbelievable fit for WCW, 
especially if long-lost relative Arn 
Anderson decided to take him 
under his wing.) 

Japanese legend Antonio Inoki 
announced in February that former 
heavyweight boxing champ Mike 
Tyson, who last appeared in a 

(Continued on page 82) 
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By Dave Lenker 


We went through this less than two years ago, you 
know. 

Integral WWF employee—though not a key wrestler— 
makes a shocking departure. Speculation begins immedi- 
ately. Can he go to WCW? Is he going to WCW? Is this a 
devastating blow to the WWF? What impact might he 
have in WCW? 

In regard to the last guy, Vince Russo, the answers to 
those four questions turned out to be yes, yes, no, and 
ugh! This time, in the case of one Jerry Lawler, we didn’t 
know any of the answers immediately. Given that Paul 
Heyman was plugged in to the role of Raw color com- 
mentator just days after Lawler quit the company, I’d say 
it looks like there are no plans to try to lure “The King” 
back anytime soon. 

Let us suppose that WCW was able to get Lawler as a 
broadcaster. Would he be as valuable to Eric Bischoff as 
he is to McMahon? I’m thinking no, for three reasons: 

1. The Lawler-Jim Ross chemistry. Ross made 


The greatest broadcasting team in the business 
up. If Jerry Lawler becomes 
available'to WCW, he Could bean attractive 
catch. But witout J.R. as his partner, would 
Lawler be as valuable to the company? 


has been brok 
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Lawler better, and vice versa. Ask me who | think the best 
broadcaster in the business is, and I'll tell you it's a tossup 
between “The King” and good ol’ J.R. It’s so hard to com- 
pare one to the other because they're so different in their 
approaches, yet they worked off each other unbelievably 
well. Lawler and Michael Cole were good together on 
Smackdown, but no team was even in the league of Ross 
and Lawler on Raw and WWF pay-per-views. 

2. The cleaning up of WCW. Lawler’s dirty middle- 
aged man routine would have been perfect in Vince 
Russo’s WCW, but it wouldn’t play well in Bischoff's 
WCW. Bischoff removed all the women from WCW pro- 
gramming this winter, and even if a few are brought back 
or a few new faces are introduced, | can’t see Bischoff, 
who wants to create a more family friendly promotion, tol- 
erating Lawler’s screams of “Bra and panties! Bra and 
panties!” This isn’t to say Lawler needs to have scantily 
clad women around to be effective, but their presence 
sure doesn't hurt. 

3. Steak before sizzle. On the surface, WCW acauir- 
ing a talent like Lawler would seem like a major coup. But 
let's remember what Lawler’s role is. He’s a broadcaster, 
a man whose job it is to make what people are watching 
on their screens more entertaining and to help get the in- 
ring performers over. As brilliant as Lawler is at his job, he 
doesn’t boost TV ratings or pay-per-view buy rates much 
on his own. Unless WCW could improve its in-ring prod- 
uct, Lawler’s impact would be minimal. No broadcaster 
can have a huge impact unless he has a quality product 
with which to work. Maybe that’s why so many people 
hate Tony Schiavone and the rest of the WCW broadcast 
team. Asking them to make a rather weak product look 
wonderful is asking for a minor miracle. 

Don’t get me wrong—| think the loss of Lawler is a 
blow to the WWF, and Lawler would be an improvement 
over any of the current WCW broadcasters, but McMahon 
must feel that just about anyone in the company is 
replaceable. Looks to me like he is 
sending a message to the rest of 
the boys in the back and in the 
spacious offices of WWF head- 
quarters: You don’t make the 
WWF. The WWF makes you. 
Don’t think | can’t get by without 
any of you. And just see what you 
can do without me. 


*Did you get the feeling that 
on the night a nasty, bitter 
Vince McMahon ordered Trish 
Stratus strip in the ring, then 
crawl around on all fours and 
bark like a dog, he was actually 
taking out his frustrations over 
the failure of the XFL? And 


wasn't that scene extremely uncomfortable to 
watch? 

*l really like WCW’s cruiserweight division right 
now, especially the fresh new faces who have been 
added to it. Too bad the company has done so little 
to distinguish them from one another. How are fans 
supposed to know who to get behind when they 
know almost nothing about the personalities of each 
man? This becomes especially difficult considering 
so many of these cruiserweights were introduced to 
WCW within a relatively short period of time. 

*Okay, one cruiserweight who should never have 
been given a personality transplant was Rey 
Misterio Jr. He hasn’t been the same wrestler since 
he lost his mask and was transformed into a hip, 
carefree, streetwise Filthy Animal. | liked the myste- 
rious masked underdog much better. 

eJohnny Swinger gets a spot in the WCW cruiser- 


A few months ago, Rob Van Dam (left) iooked like the most 
attractive free agent in wrestling. Who would have believed 
then that fellow ECW regular Johnny Swinger (above) 
would have gotten a shot on Nitro before RVD? 


weight tag team title tournament. E.Z. Money 
gets a WCW tryout on Thunder. Rob Van Dam 
remains in Japan. Very strange. 

-Jeff Jarrett as Dusty Rhodes? Hysterical. 
Ric Flair as Dusty Rhodes? Pathetic. I’d have 
expected it to be the other way around. 

*Although | can understand the WWF's reason for 
signing Meng/Haku away from WCW (he had no 
contract and was working on a per-night deal), | 
wonder about the reasoning for inking him to a 
multi-year deal. His character already seems stale 
to me. 

*Looks to me like Lex Luger is reverting back to a 
more serious persona again. What a shame. He was 
becoming one of the most entertaining personalities 
in WCW as he got more and more goofy. His mock- 
ing of Booker T’s raise the roof gimmick during the 
funeral for Kevin Nash's career was priceless. | actu- 
ally thought his days of incessant posing were over. 

“Are Will Welsh and | the only people who have 
missed seeing Big Bossman on WWE TV every 
week? 

(Have a comment or question about “In Focus” or 
anything else you see in PWI? You can contact 
Dave Lenker via e-mail at PWiFocus@aol.com.) 
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By Brandi Mankiewicz 


(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi Man- 
kiewicz herself. They do not neces- 
sarily reflect the editorial views of 
this magazine.) 


get that off my chest. ECW is 

dead. I've known it for months 
now, but the final nail was Paul E. 
walking into the MCI Center in 
Washington, D.C., for Raw Is War. 
Sure, he could have been just visiting 
friends in the promotion or the area, 
but who keeps plans like that when 
there's a huge Nor’ Easter poised to 
menace the East Coast? Of course 
he knew why he was there. 

While most geniuses are not 
known for their great common 
sense, intuition says that Paul 
didn’t finally acquiesce gracefully 
to accept a temporary position. I 
say that Paul is covering his own 
expansive hiney from bankruptcy. 
He did what he does best: looking 
out for number one. The ironic part 
is that even through all the mis- 
management and departures, fans 
and wrestlers alike still gave Paul 
the benefit of the doubt. Even 
though ECW fans prided them- 
selves on being smarter than the 
average fan, in the end, Paul 
played them to be the marks that 
they really are. For that, Paul 
Heyman should be your champion 
... for another month, at least. 


I TOLD YOU so. I just wanted to 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Brandi's mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 

Box 1148 

Ft. Washington, PA 
19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
OfffheTopRope 
@yahoo.com 


Dear Brandi, 

What’s up with Right To Censor? I 
mean, they say fighting and violence 
are bad, yet they cheat in matches and 
try to take over WWE superstars. The 
worst thing they did was put Chyna, my 
favorite female superstar, in a spike 
piledriver, severely injuring her neck 
and spine. She can’t perform anymore, 
and Right To Censor feels good and 
makes fun of what they did to her. I just 
wanted everyone to know how I feel 
about the RTC. Thanks for your time. 

JAKE HINKLE 
bonniehi@uswest.net 


Dear Jake, 

As a journalist, I respect Right 
To Censor’s First Amendment 
right to free speech, and as a 
wrestling fan, I respect them for 
having the wherewithal to take 
such a stance in today’s obscene 
wrestling environment. Sure, 
Steven Richards has been in- 
volved in tacky, silly stunts in the 
past, but he has used those life 
lessons to formulate his mission to 
eradicate filth from the WWF. 
Eventually, everyone matures and 
finds a cause for which he or she 
can wholeheartedly fight. Chyna 
was just a casualty of that fight. 
She’s a big girl, so she should be 
able to easily defend herself 
against an attack like that. Don’t 
worry, my dear, clear-minded 
dweeb, Chyna will be all better 
soon ... just as soon as her book- 
signing tour is over. 


Dear Brandi: 

I take exception to your comments 
about Raven in the PWI Year In 
Review issue (April 2000). Raven is 
an absolute genius. Anyone who can 
take jobbers and nobodies such as 
Dallas Page, Tommy Dreamer, 


Steven Richards can empathize with Chyna’s pain. He’s had bad neck problems 
before, too. Fortunately, the WWF had her scheduled for a book-signing tour that 
coincided with her injury. Gee, | hope the pain didn’t affect her ability to sign. 


Steven Richards, Lodi, or 
Horace Hogan and get them 
over is doing something 
right. Anyone who can turn a 
man’s wife and son against 
him is definitely doing some- 
thing right. And last of all, 
you’ve never wrestled in 
barbed wire or paid a due in 
your life, so before you call a 
man who has literally scarred 
his body for the sport he 
loves a whiner, check your 
facts first. 

Stay beautiful, Brandi. 

STG3 CHRISTIAN BENZING 

U.S.S. Cape St. George 
Dear Seaman, 

I take exception to your 
exception. Raven is a 
blockhead. His WCW 
tenure was a rerun of his 
ECW tenure, right down 
to his repeated promos. 
Geez, I think he even did 
his storied “I sat behind 
Teresa Hayes in third | 
grade” speech that also 
speaks about Tommy Rm 
Dreamer. As for turning 
Lori Fullington and off- 
spring against The Sand- 
man, well, it doesn’t take a 
genius to figure out that 
Sandman wasn’t the greatest 
father in the world to begin with. 
Any dad who ardently drinks a 
36-pack of Bud as a prematch 
warmup doesn’t deserve to have a 
family at home. And you’re right, 
I never have wrestled in barbed 
wire, but then I do have the intel- 
ligence to know that it’s a stupid 
thing to do. Just because all of the 
other lemmings are into self- 
mutilation doesn’t mean that I 
have to follow right along and 
worship the god of blood and 
barbs. I am not a lemming; I’m a 
talented woman with other non- 
degrading goals in life. 


Hi, 

I just saw your comments about 
The Undertaker, and how in the hell 
can you compare The Undertaker to 
Austin? Just because he doesn’t 


\¥ 


Here’s that linguistic genius The Ultimate Warrior, stand- 
ing behind a counter signing autographs when he was in one’s public and private life. 
the WWF in 1992. Nowadays he’s probably still standing 
behind a counter, but this time asking “Ya want fries with 
that?” as he shakes the cash register. 


dress like he used to or just because 
he doesn’t come out with scary 
music doesn’t mean that he’s not 
going to be ranked. He still has the 
ability to intimidate opponents and 
kick ass. What kind of magazine are 
you? 
TONY ORDEXT 
Taker0706@aol.com 
Tony, 
One that prints the truth, 


Dear Brandi, 

For starters, I would like to say I 
love your column. Now I have a ques- 
tion I was hoping you could answer. 
What happened to The Ultimate 
Warrior? Where is he now? He was 
one of my favorites as a kid, especially 
after he beat Hogan. I hated Hogan 
then and still do today. I also wanted 
to tell you that I agree with your opin- 
ions on Stink—oops—I mean Sting. 


| Thanks for your time and keep 
up the good work. 
RICHARD LUTTRELL 
rickyl75@webtv.net 
Dear Richard, 
The Ultimate Warrior is 
/ stuck on some tropical island 
} with Crowbar, a roulette wheel, 
a midget, and a hammer. The 
__) last report I received noted that 
Crowbar beat The Ultimate 
| Warrior to death with the ham- 
mer; now the midget’s running 
for his little life. 


Letter of the month (taken 
verbatim from the actual letter to 
share my torture with you all): 
Brandi, 

I have two questions for you: 

1. Is Jeff Jarrett married? 

2. If so, where can I find pic- 
tures of her on the Internet? 

Thank you for your time, 

ANDREA MARTIN 
akayina@hotmail.com 
Dear Readers, 

It’s appalling to me that 
| fans today can’t understand 
the difference between some- 


Wrestlers, like other celebri- 
ties, have lost their right to a 
private life just because of 
fans like this one who think it’s 
their right to know everything 
about their favorite person. I defy 
any of you to come up with a good 
explanation as to why it is impera- 
tive for you to know the marital 
status, number of children, 
favorite brand of toothpaste, or 
jock size of anyone other than 
yourself. If a certain wrestler 
wants you to know that he’s mar- 
ried, he’ll either talk about his sig- 
nificant other in interviews or on 
TV, or you can simply look for a 
wedding ring when he’s in street 
clothes. If the wrestler in question 
doesn’t offer up a photo, biogra- 
phy, and Web site with “Web 
cam” features about his or her 
family, there is no reason for you 
to know anything about that 
wrestler’s personal life. Bottom 
line: Mind your own business.) 
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By Frank Krewda 


hree long years. Remember 

[ the good old days of 1998— 
back when you’d watch WWF 
programming because you knew you’d 


see something unexpected and excit- 


The feud between Kurt Angle and The Rock has been going on for quite some time 


ing? One week it would be Mick Foley 
stumbling off a steel cage, the next 
week Sable would “accidentally” 
expose herself—or at least come close 
to doing so. 


| 
| 


and shows no signs of ending. Frank Krewda insists that too many feuds between 
top level WWF stars have been dragging on far too long. 
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Back then, so-called wrestling 
purists raised quite a hew and cry over 
the WWF’s saucy material, but after 
plunking down $30 for No Way Out in 
February and $50 for McMahon’s 
overhyped spring classic called 
WrestleMania, I for one can’t help but 
wax nostalgic. 

Call me crazy, but it looks like 
Vinnie Mac and friends have put the 
WWE in overdrive. Maybe the bur- 
den of setting up the XFL diverted 
Vince a little too much from the 
wrestling arm of his sports entertain- 
ment empire. 

Or maybe Vince no longer feels the 
need to come up with really com- 
pelling shows on Monday night since 
WCW has come dangerously close to 
falling off the face of the earth. 

It’s probably a combination of 
both, but the reason doesn’t matter. 
What does matter is that WWF pro- 
gramming is starting to look a lot 
like WCW did before it made the 
grand egress from the ratings war in 
1999, 

The shows have become pre- 
dictable, and internal logic is erod- 
ing faster than a Jersey beach in 
March. 

Example number one: Was there 
anyone in Las Vegas or at home who 
didn’t know The Rock was leaving 
No Way Out with the WWF title belt 
slung over his shoulder? No one made 
a peep when Kurt Angle and Earl 
Hebner fudged the match-winning 
pin. Why? Because everyone in atten- 
dance knew what the outcome would 
be. How else could Vince set up the 
ultra-mega showdown between The 
Rock and “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin 
at WrestleMania? 

That leads to example number two: 
Was there any doubt Austin would 
soon beat The Rock to kick off another 
run as the WWF’s flagship superstar? 
Anyone who thinks Austin went 
through neck surgery to come back as 
an also-ran probably thought Trish was 
actually going to take off her bra on 
Raw. 

So are you ready for another 
round of Austin-Rock, Triple-H- 
Rock. Austin-Triple-H, or Angle- 
Austin. Or maybe you’d rather see 


Angle feud with Triple-H 
again. Or maybe 
you’d like to pay $30 to 
see Angle vs. Rock XXV. 
How about Rock vs. 
HHH CMC? Maybe 
you’d enjoy one of those 
meaningless tag team 
matches involving these 
four guys. As talented as 
these men are, haven’t we 
seen enough of them in 
WWE main events yet? 
Isn’t it time for someone 
other than Undertaker to 
get the occasional push? 
With Chris Benoit, 
Chris Jericho, Tazz, and 
Eddie Guerrero on the ros- 
ter, it’s almost criminal 
that a new top tier hasn’t 
been groomed yet. If 
Vince can create a Hard- | 
core Holly or Rikishi, then 
he can certainly elevate 
someone from his bloated 
mid-card to a top spot. Re- 
member, WCW once trot- 
ted the same gang of 
four—Hogan, Nash, Flair, 
and Sting—out there week 
after dreadful week, and 
look what happened in 
Atlanta. 


Granted, Austin et a] Jeff Jarrett hasn’t announced any plans to write his autobiography, though if he does have such 


are far more entertaining 
than their Southern counterparts, but 
that is due to the brilliant efforts of the 
WWE creative team. But if the recent 
Vince, Trish, and Stephanie debacle is 
any indication of what we can expect 
to see for the next few months, hand 
me the clicker, because I’m watching 
Sopranos reruns. 

Another bad turn by Vince was let- 
ting Jerry Lawler walk away from the 
promotion. Some of you might call 
this a stretch, but I thought “The King” 
was the most consistent performer 
week in and week out for the past five 
years. 

He and J.R had excellent chem- 
istry—even if Ross did feed Lawler 
the occasional one-liner. In fact, I 
often switched from the WCW main 
event just to hear Lawler’s smutty one- 
liners. Besides, his voice was just as 


identifiable as Ross’, and he was with- 
out question the most entertaining 
color man in the sport. 

Maybe we'll never know the real 
reason The Kat was fired and why 
Lawler bolted, too. But one thing’s for 
sure: Tony Schiavone better start look- 
ing for work. 

Bestsellers. Kudos to Mick Foley 
for writing his entertaining book Have 
A Nice Day. However, Foley started a 
trend the literary world could do with- 
out. Now it seems writing a book is 
some kind of rite of passage for pro- 
fessional wrestlers. We’ve seen sincere 
but weaker efforts from The Rock, Bill 
Goldberg, and now Chyna’s If They 
Only Knew. 

Since there are so few good reads 
in the wrestling biography/autobiog- 
raphy class, I’ve come up with some 


plans, Krewda has a suggested title ... one that Jarrett might not like. 


possible best-selling titles of my 
own. 

If They Only Cared by Jeff Jarrett. 
The story of a talented professional 
wrestler who manages to win 25 world 
titles without ever being noticed— 
despite wrestling on national TV two 
nights a week. 

They Shoot Horses, Don’t They? by 
Sid Vicious. From his recovery bed, 
big Sid ponders his future in wrestling 
and on the softball diamond after shat- 
tering his leg in one of the most grue- 
some-looking injuries ever. 

Building Self-Esteem by Trish 
Stratus. The gripping account of a 
young lady’s courageous struggle 
against the misogynist sexploitation 
that governs the seedy backstage world 
of professional wrestling. Forward by 


‘ 


Gloria Steinem. L] 
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Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 
Don’t miss out on the excellence that has made PW/ the leader 
in wrestling journalism! Each regular issue contains a giant 
FULL-COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars! 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 


June 1984: The Carnage Continues: Why The 
NWA Is Afraid To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: 
Dick Slater. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Magnum-ll, Patera 
& Blackwell-Rock 'n' Rolls, One Man Gang. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick 
Martel: Five Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: 
Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Blanchard- 
Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 

April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “I Want Piper!” — 
Even If It Kills The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: 
Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Flair-Rhodes, Terry Gordy, 
Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 

June 1985: Super Dream Contest: Play Dusty 
Rhodes’ Trivia Game And Win His Boots! 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Flair-Kerry, 
Fabulous Ones-Road Warriors, Hogan-Volkoff, 
Magnum T.A. 

November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough 
... Will Nikita Koloff Turn Bad Again? 
Centerfold: George Steele. Plus: Road Warriors, 
Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry Windham. 

June 1988: Is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Tully Blanchard. Plus: Midnight 
Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al Perez, Dusty Rhodes, 
Magnificent Muraco. 

August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is 
Passed. Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von 
Erich, Bruno Sammartino, Luger & Windham, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

November 1988: He’s Back! But Is Savage’s 
Belt Beyond Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: 
Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa-Hyatt, Rock 'n’ 
Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax & 
Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 
November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In 
Danger. Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, 
Ultimate Warrior, Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 
January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk 
Hogan? Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von 
Erich, Jim Ross, Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: 
Has The “Total Package” Wrapped Up The 
NWA Title? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni Adams. 
May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: 
Piper-Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Sid 
Vicious, pain. 

June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why 
WrestleMania VI Won't Settle This Feud. 
Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita Koloff, Cornette- 
Rock 'n' Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson- 
Sawyer, boxers vs. wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The 
“Total Package” Becomes The People's 
Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 
September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 
Miles To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The 
Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction 


Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll 
Have No Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus 
Beefcake. Plus: Orndorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, 
Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, Road Warriors. 
November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World 
Title! “If This ls A Dream, Don’t Wake Me.” 
Centerfold: Road Warriors. Plus: Rude-Warrior, 
Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and power. 
February 1991: WrestleMania VII Contest. 
Centerfold: 1991 calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, 
DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, Power & Glory, 
Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In 
Wrestling. 1990 In Review, Achievement '90 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 
1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! 
Centerfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., 
Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 
June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. 
Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, 
Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 
July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan 
Liberates The WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! 
Centerfold: Brian Pillman. Plus: Horsemen, Lex 
Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania VII, 
WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, 
Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second 
Coming Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. 
Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry 
Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For 
Savage & Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho 
Man's” Suspension! Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. 
Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, 
Brian Pillman. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan 
Look Like An Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. 
Plus: Rick Steiner, Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger. 
February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice- 
Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania VII! 
Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta- 
Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy 
Piper Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. 
Plus: Dangerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid 
Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The 
Masters Of Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy 
Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.- 
Japan, Ric Flair. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It 


Isn’t That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: 
Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & 
Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: 
Ultimate Warrior vs, Randy Savage—They'll 
Settle Up At SummerSlam! Centerfold: Cactus 
Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF title 
controversy, fire match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding 
The Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: 
Honky Tonk Man, Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, 
perfect wrestler. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric 
Flair: His SummerSlam Plan Works To 
Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Ron 
Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor 
Ramon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake 
Roberts, Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, 
Rick Rude, Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, 
Cactus Jack, Madusa-Sherri, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: 
The Kid. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob 
Armstrong, Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally 
Gone Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: 
Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric 
Flair, Giant. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The 
Giant Be Ruined By His Own Success? 
Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, 
Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PW/ 500. 
Centerfold: Shawn Michaels. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels 
Stole My Life.” Centerfold: "Psycho" Sid. Plus: 
Kroffat & Furnas, Vince McMahon, Randy Savage, 
New Razor & New Diesel. 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved 
Psycho Sid’s Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. 
Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff Jarrett, Unofficial/Officials, 
Chris Jericho. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of 
The Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight 
poster. Plus: 16-page Starrcade preview, Perry 
Saturn, Dude Love. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year In 
Wrestling. 1997 In Review, Achievement '97 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 1998. 


April 1998: The DeGeneration X Debate: Will It 
Save Or Ruin The WWF? Centerfold: Ken 
Shamrock. Plus: Bret Hart, Undertaker-Kane, 
Melanie Pillman. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say 
It ... But Give The Belt Back To Hogan: 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, 
Taka Michinoku. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PWI Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, 
Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? 
Centerfold: Benoit, Bill Goldberg, Anmed Johnson. 
October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. 
Centerfold: Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim 
Ross, Marcus Bagwell, WWF controversy, FBI. 
December 1998: Gold Rush! Get Ready For The 
Most Awesome WCW Title Reign Ever! 
Centerfold: Undertaker. Plus: The Giant, Vader, 
Guerreros, Ken Shamrock. 

Holiday 1998 (100-Page Special Issue): PW/ 
§00. Eighth Annual Special. 

January 1999: No Evil! Can Today's Fans 
Accept The Warrior's Creed? Centerfold: Chyna. 
Plus: Sting, Bill Goldberg, Summerslam. 
February 1999: The 50 Most Beautiful People In 
Wrestling! Centerfold: The Nitro Girls. 

March 1999 (100-Page Special Issue): 1998— 
The Year In Wrestling. 1998 In Review, 
Achievement '98 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1999. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. 
Plus: Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, 
more Unofticial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: (100-Page Special Issue): The 1999 
PWI Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & Turner, VMac, 
Steiners, New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self- 
Destruct In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: 
New Jack-Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & 
Godfather, Sting-Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: (100-Page Special Issue): 
Supercards '99: WWF WrestleMania, WCW 
Uncensored, ECW Living Dangerously. Plus: 
Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jerry Lawler, tag 
team wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 


October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. 
Plus: Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 
20th anniversary readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: 
There’s More To Their Power Than Their Looks. 
Centerfold: Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., 
Roddy Piper, Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I'm The 
Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: 
Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy Gunn. 
Holiday 1999 (100-Page Special Issue): PW/ 
500. Ninth Annual Special. 

January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! An 
Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Centerfold: 
Taz. Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 
February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 
March 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): 1999— 
The Year In Wrestling. 1999 In Review, 
Achievement '99 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 2000. 

April 2000: The Rock vs. Stone-Cold: Let's 
Settle It At WrestleMania. Centerfold: Chris Benoit. 
Plus: DDP, Goldberg-Sid, more Unofficial/Officials. 
May 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): The Y2K 
PW/ Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu Misawa, Triple-H, Bret 
Hart, Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, ECW returnees. 

June 2000; Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus; Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 
July 2000: Cail It A Wrap, Jack! You’ve Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious, Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 
August 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): 
Supercards 2000: WWF WrestleMania, WCW 
Uncensored, ECW Living Dangerously, Plus: 
Rob Van Dam, greatest supercards, Super 8. 
September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The 
Peace Can’t Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: 
Eric Bischoff, Dudleys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar 
The WWF Let Slip Away: Centerfold: Rikishi. 
Plus: Shawn Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 
November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our 
Special 50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme 
wrestling. Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, 
wrestling too extreme? 

December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker 
Have Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To 
The Top? Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt 
Angle, Rikishi, Vampiro-Sting, Japan. 
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“Allow for a one-year 
gjet-to-Know period with the 
fans, give them an intriguing 
Storyline, and hype them to the 
hilt. Once they're superstars, 
Never use these women as 
simple ornaments for 
mid-carders, Make them just 
as oF even more powerful than 
their male counterparts.” 


By Harry Burkett 


TEPHANIE McMAHON-HELMSLEY cackled as Jac- 
quelyn yanked down the leather pants of Trish Stratus 
to deliver a public spanking. The males in attendance 
were giddy with anticipation because, after all, the confronta- 
tion was billed as a spanking match. With each slap of the 
strap she wielded, Jacquelyn heard more cheers, which was 
odd considering that Trish was more popular than Jacquelyn 
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How much has the role of wom- 


en in wrestling changed in re- |/ 4 


cent years? Just look at the 


feud between Trish Stratus [7 
(right) and Stephanie McMahon }7 
(below). It was all about who |. # 
was the dominant female in the [/ 


WWF. 
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... or Stephanie. The crowd booed as Kurt 
Angle pulled Trish out of the ring, saving 
her from further pain and humiliation. 

The reason for the cheers? Sex sells. The 
easiest way to attract the ever-important 18- 
to-34 male demographic is to incorporate 
sex with wrestling. Since the recipe calls for 
three parts sex and one part wrestling, it’s 
no surprise that a bizarre hybrid is the final 
product. In that sense, Jackie spanking 
Trish at the behest of Stephanie isn’t so 
strange. 

Women in wrestling are more popular 
than ever. Women’s wrestling is probably 
less popular than ever. Do those seem like 
conflicting statements? They really aren't, 
especially if you consider spanking matches 
(glorified strap matches) something less 
than actual wrestling bouts. In this analysis, 
PWI reviews the state of women in 
wrestling—and how it reached this point. 


CATFIGHTS GALORE! 


ECW was the first to capitalize on the catfight craze. Catfights were 
almost never listed on the programs, nor were they advertised for 
upcoming pay-per-views. But ECW fans knew that as long as Francine 
was in the house—along with Dawn Marie, Tammy Lynn Sytch, or Beulah 
McGillicutty—there would be a hair-pulling, fingernail-scratching 
clawfest before the night was over. 

Remember how Joel Gertner used to squeal “Catfight! Catfight!” in a 
high-pitched shrill? That typified the exchange. There were no wrestling 
holds to call. It was human animosity at its most primitive ... and erotic. 

“What guy doesn’t like to see two women tear each other’s clothes 
off?” asked veteran ECW valet Dawn Marie. “Every man likes to see two 
women fight over him, and this is just an extension of that. Plus, | think 
some men have a hidden 
hatred toward women, 
and they get some kind of 
thrill out of that, too. It’s 
an emotional release, 
which is what wrestling 
is, anyway.” 

Vince McMahon no- 
ticed the fledgling suc- 
cess of ECW and took 
note of three ingredients: 
violence, cursing, and the 


a 


Yes, there is still a place in this business 
for a good catfight. There were many to 
be seen in ECW over the years, most of 
them involving Francine. 


sex appeal of women. Since 1995, McMahon has created numerous 
superstars with plenty of sizzle, including Sunny, Sable, Terri, Debra, 
and Trish Stratus. A few other stars had significant wrestling experience 
before the “Attitude” boom, including Ivory, Jacquelyn, Lita, and Tori. 

But skill didn’t matter as much once high heels replaced wrestling 
boots and B.B. made double-Ds a wrestling prerequisite. 

The feminization of wrestling spread when ex-WWF writer Vince 
Russo took his crash TV formula to WCW. More women took the stage: 
Kimberly Page, Torrie Wilson, Stacy Keibler, Major Gunns, Leia Meow, 
Tygress, Daffney, Paisley, Midajah, and Miss Jones. But the one-dimen- 
sionality of their characters, and WCW’s failure to distinguish one from 
the other in any compelling sense, doomed them to the ashbin of 
wrestling history—at least for now. 

None of these women was a wrestler. True, most received enough 
training in the Power Plant not to hurt or completely embarrass them- 
selves in the ring. Their mortal combat, however, rarely escalated above 
catfight level. Vats of mud, gravy, or Jell-o were more their forte. 

There used to be a distinct line between trained wrestlers and orna- 
mental valets. Madusa, Luna Vachon, and Heidi Lee Morgan were—and 
are—trained professionals. But ornaments serve a purpose, too. 
Elizabeth added a touch of class for 15 years before Russo forced her to 
break a nail last year. Baby Doll and Woman added mystery and vicious- 
ness. They knew what they were doing. Unfortunately, most of today’s 
surgically enhanced beauties haven’t been around long enough to know 
much about wrestling psychology—let alone know how to practice it. 

This was evident in the recent Women of Wrestling pay-per-view. Most 
of the participants were too inexperienced to provide exciting action, 
although their generous physical attributes exceeded subscribers’ 
expectations. In the end, it was two veterans—Bambi and Peggy Lee 
Leather competing under new pseudonyms—who delivered the best 
match. 

The show was a decent effort, but it raised a question about the role of 
women in today’s business. Has wrestling taken a firm backseat to T & A? 


It’s easy to criticize the WWF’s tawdry promotion of female personali- 
ties, but it’s far more difficult to argue with its success. Signing with the 
WWF almost guarantees stardom, big-money contracts, and maybe even 
an offer from Playboy. Consider the WWF’s current roster of voluptuous 
women: Chyna, Trish Stratus, Lita, Terri, Molly Holly, and, yes, Stephanie 
McMahon-Helmsley. Take away Terri or Molly Holly and there will be a lot 
of broken hearts out there. Take away Chyna, Stratus, or Stephanie, and 
there’s a major storyline void. 

How did the WWF make these women so important? First, the compa- 
ny demonstrated plenty of patience. When Chyna debuted as Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley’s bodyguard in 1997, few predicted she would evolve 
into the first female Intercontinental champion and—even more important 
for the WWF—a marketable diva. Stratus was relegated to managing Test 
‘and Albert. It wasn’t a bad gig for a newcomer, but it took a liaison with 
Vince McMahon and a rivalry with his daughter, Stephanie, to make her a 
major player. Lita served her time as the valet for Essa Rios before The 
Hardy Boyz catapulted her and her thongs to mainstream prominence. 

And Stephanie? She was the epitome of the bland girl-next-door, who 
just happened to be kidnapped by a spooky cult prior to her courtship 
with Test. Stephanie was on WWF TV for nearly a year before she 
embarked on the heel turn that made her a power broker. 

A fancier term for patience is “character development.” Don’t misin- 


THE) FABULOUS q_ 
/MOOLAH) 


It’s impossible to re- 


_ strict Fabulous Moolah’s 


intluence to one decade 


__ because she has been 


active for nearly a half- 


century, Indeed, Moolah 


has personified women’s 


_ wrestling in the modern | 


era. 
She began her career 

as Slave Girl Moolah, the 
obedient servant to The 
Elephant Boy (no, not 
the Howard Stern guy). 
Talk about starting at the 

__ very bottom. She finally 
shed the Slave Girl 
image and became Fab- 
ulous Moolah. Soon af- 
_.ter, Moolah defeated 
Judy Grable in a tourna- 

_ ment final for the World 
Women’s title on Sep- 


_ tember 18, 1956. She was _ 


the most dominant figure 


__in women’s wrestling for _ 


the next 28 years. 


Wendi Richter’s title 


; victory in 1984, which 


ushered in the Rock'n’ _ 


Wrestling Connection, 
. appeared to seal Moo- 
lah’s fate. Even Moolah 


_believed her best days _ 


were behind, and she be- 


_ came a manager for Le- 
lani Kai. But it was Moo- 


lah_herself who took _ 


Richter’s title for good, 
masquerading as The 
Spider Lady in a No- 
vember 1985 bout. 
She lost the belt to 
_ Velvet Mcintyre on July 
3, 1986, in Brisbane, 
Australia, but regained it 
in Sydney six days later. 
Remarkably, Moolah 
emerged from retirement 
as the century drew to a 
close, and upset Ivory 
for the strap in October 
1999. Ivory regained the 
title a week later. 


on 
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By the 1960s, women had 
~~“become a staple of Ameri- ~~ 
can wrestling. There was 
~~usually at teast'one wom- ~ 
en’s match on every card, 
~~ —and Fabulous Moolah de- 
forded sg title at the meee 
had come e of age. Here's sa 
~~~“sampling of the biggest~ 
stars: 
~~"Betty Niccoli> This Mid 
west heel was best known 
~ ~“for her fong-running feuc 
with Jean Antone. Her great- 
~~~ est match was a hard-fought” 
effort against Moolah in Los 


Us odes the first AME wom- 
= ejie anc 
retired belo being defeated 
me (°) ain 11 a 
mained een in her tater 
~ years, winning medals in the ~ 
Senior Olympics. 
"Bette Boucher: Although 
it wasn’t unversally recog- 
~~—~“nized-as”an official title” 
change, Boucher stunned 
tie upsetting Fab- ~~ 
ulous Moolah on September 
~~ "17, 1966. She frequent! 
teamed with her sister, Rita. 
"Kay" Nobler The teenager 
was the most heralded rook- 
~~~ie of her generation, battling” 
established stars such as 
. ~ Penny Banner in the’St: Jo-~ 
seph, Missouri, area. The 
~~~high-flyer married wrestler 
Doug Gilbert (not Eddie’s 
~~ brother) in the mid-’60s.~~ 
Princess Little Cloud: It 
~~“was Said that she built up 
her legendary stamina by 
“running countiess miles in 
the desert. Little Cloud and 
~ her husband, Eddie Sharkey, 
were never defeated as a 
mixed tag team. Her judo 
chop to the throat was less 
than tadylike.~ 7% 
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WCW was all about women during the 
short-lived Vince Russo era. Stacy Keibler 
and Daffney had at it in a wedding gown 
match last summer. Interesting booking, 
sure, but all the women in WCW were 
quickly deemed expendable by Eric 
Bischoff when he returned to power. 


terpret hoots for T & A for emo- 
tional devotion to a superstar. 
Give time for an attachment to 
take root before assuming a real 
connection. 

Case in point: Torrie Wilson, 
Major Gunns, Tygress, Paisley, 
and Daffney were released at the 
same time earlier this year. Stacy 
Keibler has been out of sight for 
several months. Has anyone 
noticed? Does anyone care? 

Despite logging two years in 
WCW, Wilson hardly received a chance to speak until her on-air part- 
nership with Shane Douglas was born. WCW executives must have 
been unimpressed when she finally did contribute, or they simply 
decided that her evil Barbie routine didn’t justify her reported 
$250,000-per-year salary. 

Sure, plenty of fans will miss Major Gunn’s big maple leafs, 
Tygress’ face full of stuff, and Paisley making Kwee Wee a bit more 
tolerable. Some miss Daffney’s screaming and overall wackiness. But 
did their releases affect storylines one iota? WCW didn’t put enough 
resources into making them important, leaving the women with little 
leverage when the cost-cutting ax began to fall. 

Perhaps WCW will follow the WWF formula in the future. Allow for 
a one-year, get-to-know period with the fans, give them an intriguing 
storyline, and hype them to the hilt. Once they’re superstars, never 
use these women as simple ornaments for mid-carders. Make them 
just as or even more powerful than their male counterparts. Would 
Stephanie be as compelling if she couldn’t book Steve Austin in a 
match? Probably not. 


THE LOST ART OF 
WOMEN’S WRESTLING 
Madusa is regarded as the 
best female wrestler in North 


A swimming pool match between most of 
the top divas in the WWF—that was all 
about T & A. Yet the WWF has this uncan- 
ny ability to find the right role for all its 
female stars. Character development is so 


important. 


America, perhaps the last of her 
era. She boasts that reputation 
because of her WWF and AWA 
women’s title reigns, her suc- 
cessful tours of Japan, her PW/ 
Rookie of the Year Award in 1987, 
and her management careers in 
WCW and the AWA. Madusa also 
earned that reputation because 
she’s legitimately tough. Aside 
from being an accomplished kick- 
boxer, she has trained female 
wrestlers at the Power Plant. 

No one tried harder to establish 
women’s wrestling in the United 
States than Madusa. Is it painful 
for her to watch women, heralded 
for their physical assets rather 
than genuine wrestling talent, 
steal the spotlight from trained 
professionals? 

“| don’t stay awake at night,” 
replied Madusa. “I’ve come to 
know a lot of these women at the 
Power Plant, and most of them 
want to be as good as they can. 
The ones who don’t want to sweat 
wash out pretty quickly. Look, I’ve 
put on my share of glamorous 
gowns and red lipstick, and I 
know that the bottom line is to 
entertain the fans. The problem is 
these women are rushed into the 
spotlight so quickly that they 
don’t have time to develop the all- 
around ability to stay on top for 
long. 

“Women in this business must bring a lot to the table. With only a 
few exceptions, women can’t stay in this business with just pretty 
faces or hourglass figures. Either those things are going to fade or 
fans will grow bored with them. These women must learn wrestling 


Chyna did so much to redefine the role of 
women in wrestling. Not only did she stand 
in there and fight toe-to-toe with the guys 
(and inflict some devastating low blows), 
but she was the first woman to win a major 
men’s title. 
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-Like much. entertainment 
in the ’70s, wrestling relied 


| ona lot of stereotypes. There 


were a slew of cowgirls, 
_ Indians, truck-drivin’ mamas, 
and farmers’ daughters with 
_-hip-hugging denim shorts. 
Here’s your '70s flashback: 
-~Nivian, Vachon: The 155- 
pounder held the Grand Prix 


- women’s title, and was the 


sister of Mad Dog and Butch- 
er Vachon. She had several 
hit records—sung_ in 
_ French—in the Montreal 
area, and was the subject of 


_ the movie Wrestling Queen. 


Joyce Grable: She cap- 
tured the World Women’s 
tag team title with Vicki 
Williams.in October 1974, 
and with Wendi Richter in 
May 1982. Her rugged style 
wasn’t enough to unseat 


_ Fabulous Moolah, whom she 


challenged several times. 
Donna Christantello: The 
former waitress is best 


known for her long World 


Women’s tag team title reign 


with Toni Rose. The duo’s 


battles with Joyce Grable 


and Vicki Williams are leg- 


endary. She was an occa- 


_ sional tag partner of Moolah. 


Vicki Williams: Often con- 
sidered the female counter- 
part of Antonino Rocca, the 
barefoot sensation held the 
World Women’s tag team 
title with Joyce Grable. Her 
highest-profile match was a 
loss-to World champ Fabu- 
lous Moolah in Fort Worth. 

Susan Green: She be- 
came the most popular Tex- 
an in Oklahoma by virtue of 
her exploits there. Green 
-was the classic cowgirl, 
wearing a cowboy hat, a 
fringed buckskin jacket, and 
Western boots. The Texas 
rodeo inspired her bulldog 
finisher. 
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The Rock ’n’ Wrestling Con- 
nection helped relaunch wom- 
en’s wrestling, but the influence 
of Cyndi Lauper and MTV went 
beyond wrestlers. A new gener- 
ation of female valets and man-. 
agers was born; most of the 
ladies were very assertive. 

Wendi Richter: Accompanied 
by pop star Cyndi Lauper, Rich- 
ter defeated Fabulous Moolah 
for the World Women’s title in 
1984. The match took place at 
MTV’s “Brawl To Seitle it-All,” 
the precursor to WrestleMania 
and the WWF's first great boom. 

Sherri Martel: She defeated 
Candi Devine for her first-of 
three AWA women’s title reigns 
in September 1985. Martel. beat - 
Moolah for the WWF version 
two years later. Later, she man- _- 
aged top stars such as Ric Flair, 
Shawn Michaels, and Randy 
Savage. 

Candi Devine: The Nashville 
native won the AWA women’s 
title three times and -had-suc- 
cessful defenses against Sherri 
Martel, Judy Martin, and. Diane 
Hoffman. She remained a domi- 
nant presence into the 1990s on. 
the independent circuit. 

Elizabeth: She. broke new. 
ground 15 years ago by be- 
coming the first high-profile 
female manager. Elizabeth 


guided Randy Savage-to the — 


WWF Intercontinental and 
World titles. After splitting with 
and divorcing the “Macho 
Man,” she briefly managed - 
Hulk Hogan. 

Missy Hyatt: The feisty (and 
chesty) blonde gained promi- 
nence as John Tatum’s valetin — 
World Class before establishing 
Hyatt and Hotstuff International 
in the UWF with future husband 
Eddie Gilbert. She hosted an. 
interview segment in the WWF 
for a short while. Her tell-all- 
autobiography will be out this 
fall. —_— ~~ 
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It’s hard to blame Ma- 
dusa (shown against Tor- 
rie Wilson) for being a 
tad bitter. Although wom- 
en have such significant 
roles in wrestling nowa- 
days, the art of women’s 
wrestling is all but dead 
in the U.S. And she’s one 
of the greatest women 
wrestlers ever. 


skill, ring psychology, and backstage politics. Unfortunately, most 
of these women are shoved out the door before they master any of 
the above. Actually, things haven’t changed that much. We all have 
a tendency to look at the past with rose-colored glasses.” 

Madusa is correct. The very roots of women’s wrestling stretch 
back to the 1930s, when Mildred Burke wrestled men at carnivals and 
state fairs. Although Burke carved out a reputation by winning almost 
every match, it was hardly a distinguished beginning. Burke was the 
most dominant female star until Slave Girl Moolah became Fabulous 
in 1956 by winning the World Women’s championship in Baltimore. 

Was the role of women any more distinguished than today? Not 
really. There may have been more of a wrestling pretense in the 
past, yet the goal was the same: Appeal to the throngs of male 
wrestling fans by offering a little T & A. Back then, however, it was 
strictly B & B: breasts and buttocks. 

Male wrestlers at the time dismissed them as sideshows. 
Women were novelties, squeezed somewhere between the 
midgets and wrestling bears. Dig as far as you want, but it’s hard 
to find the Greco-Roman connection. 

Fabulous Moolah had to be a tough customer or she couldn’t have 
survived in the business for 50 years. She also knew how to play to 
the male-dominated crowd. Moolah was smart enough to realize she 
wasn’t the sexual attraction, although her opponents usually were. 

Most of her challengers were wholesome, buxom beauties. But 
they weren’t too wholesome, or their mothers wouldn’t have let 
them out of the house in some of those outfits. Penny Banner’s 
string bikini photo shoots, Ann Casey’s leopard skin attire, and 
countless farmers’ daughters seemed to endorse something other 
than straight wrestling. Moolah snapmaring barefoot beauties by 
the hair are the most common shots found in PWI’s archives. 

By the 1970s, apartment wrestling became all the rage. 
Magazines featured provocative layouts of matches taking place 
in actual apartments. Sleeperholds on sofas and headscissors by 
coffee tables kept male fans agape month after month. For the 


record, few of these matches degenerated into hardcore affairs, 
despite the abundance of furniture around. Cynara became the 
unofficial apartment wrestling queen, which was enough reason to 
start keeping a key under the welcome mat. 

Carnival sideshows, regulation wrestling matches, apartment 
wrestling, and scheming valet/managers have evolved together 
over the decades, resulting in today’s T & A. 


DISPOSABLE DIVAS? 

WCW’s simultaneous release of five female stars underlined the 
precarious standing of women in wrestling. A bevy of beauties come 
and go in a year’s time, and few demonstrate real staying power. The 
meteoric rise and fall of these wrestling darlings is almost frightening. 

“If you want a real scare, take a look at the ‘PW/ Poll,” suggest- 
ed Managing Editor Brandi Mankiewicz. “In the 2000 poll, for exam- 
ple, the three top finishers are nowhere to be found just one year 
later. Torrie Wilson got 28 percent of the vote, Kimberly got 16 per- 
cent, and Elizabeth received 12 percent. 

“Think of the other top finishers over the years. Sable got 29 per- 
cent in 1999, and there was Sunny with 28 percent in 1998. There was 
Kimberly in 1997, Tammy Sytch again in ‘96, and Woman was the top 
female in ’95. It’s like these women were abducted by aliens or some- 
thing. They either aren’t in wrestling or are barely in wrestling. 
Already this year’s winner, Major Gunns, is looking for work.” 

While it may seem that these women have a sell-by expiration date 
tattooed somewhere on their bodies, those who learn how to take a 
few bumps and show some business savvy and creativity still have a 
chance of remaining on top for a substantial amount of time. Will it be 
Chyna? Will it be Trish Stratus? Will Miss Jones show progress? For 
obvious reasons, Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley is here to stay. 

As time has proven, success for wrestling’s divas is even more fleet- 
ing than their beauty. But they are nice to watch while they’re here. 

[Editor’s note: For an even more comprehensive view on females in 
wrestling, check out our upcoming PWI Presents: The 100 Most 
Beautiful Women In Wresiling. This 180-page monster issue, which 
will include career biographies and plenty of enticing photographs, is 
due on newsstands on June 19.] O 


Few dispute the fact that 
Fabulous Moolah is the 
top woman wrestler of all- 
time. Give her credit for 
changing with the times. 
The last few years, she 
has been happy to take on 
a comedic role. 


WOMEN 
OF THE‘1990s5 

For the first time, female 
valets outnumbered female 
wrestlers in the business, and 
the WWF's “Attitude” cam- 
paign heightened the demand 
for new ring vixens. By be- 
coming more integrated with 
male-dominated storylines, 
women gained more influence. 

Chyna: She began her car- 
eer as Hunter Hearst Helms- 
ley’s bodyguard and was a 
charter member of DeGener- 
ation X. Chyna made several 
breakthroughs in the 90s as 
the first woman to participate 
in the Royal Rumble and win 
the Intercontinental title. 

Madusa: The former nurse 
and model captured the AWA 
women’s belt in 1987 and, as 
Alundra Blayze, defeated Hei- 
di Lee Morgan for the reacti- 
vated WWF women’s title in 
December 1993. She trashed 
that same belt, literally, on a 
live Nitro.in 1996. 

Ivory: Her current member- 
ship in RTC overshadows her 
accomplishments, including 
her current WWF women’s title 
reign and two other women’s 
title reigns in 1999. She com- 
peted as Tina Moretti in the 
LPWA during the early-’90s. 

Jacquelyn: She beat Sable 
in a tournament final for the 
reactivated WWF women’s 
championship in September 
1998 and captured the belt 
again in 2000. As Miss Texas, 
she became the first woman 
to crack the “PV// 500,” listed 
at number 483 in 1993. 

Sable: An ugly split with 
Marc Mero (her real-life hus- 
band) initiated her wrestling 
career, which turned out to be 
a very positive development 
in her life. In 1999, a pictorial 
of the ex-WWF women’s 
champ led to one of the high- 
est-selling issues of Playboy 
in history. 
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Francine didn’t do a whole lot of actual wrestling in ECW, but she was always involved in her charges’ 
matches. Here she “accidentally” throws powder in Shane Douglas’ eyes during a 1996 match. 
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HEN YOU TALK about the women of professional wrestling, it's impossible to 

leave Francine out of the conversation. No, she never won a ladies title or 

appeared in Playboy (chances are she never will). But the “Queen Of Extreme” 
had as much impact in ECW as Chyna or Sable had in the WWF. 

With her hard sex appeal and catty persona, Francine has been desired and despised 
perhaps more passionately than any female to step into the ring in the last 10 years. Yet she 
seems as shocked as anyone that she was able to stir up such emotion on such a consistent 
basis from the rabid and often hard-to-please ECW fans. 

Maybe that’s because the young lady who grew up in West Philadelphia isn’t nearly as brash 
and cocky as the scantily clad witch she portrays in the ring. Contrarily, the “real” Francine 
Fournier is somewhat humble and always quick to compliment her ECW brothers and sisters. 

Above all, Francine is a loyal and dedicated soldier and selfless team player. Her willing- 
ness to work through injury and the occasional less-than-flattering storyline has made her 
stalwart figure in the ring and in the dressing room. 

But make no mistake, the “real” Francine is no pushover. She’s one tough woman. She’s 
proud of the career she’s created for herself—and deservedly so. After all, how many other 
women managed to stay in the spotlight for as long as Francine did? The Pit Bulls. Shane 
Douglas. Tommy Dreamer. Raven. Justin Credible. They've all benefited from working with 
Francine, and she has benefited from working so closely with them. 

Senior Writer Frank Krewda spoke with Francine shortly before Paul Heyman made his 
Raw debut, indicating the end of ECW. 


STRATED & 


FRANK KREWDA: | don’t know 
what puzzles me more, how or why a 
pretty young girl from Philly would 
want to get involved in the wrestling 
business ... 

FRANCINE: | had been a wres- 
tling fan for years. My grandmother 
always watched it and | have 11 
nieces and nephews, so it was 
always on. Then one night in 1993, 
when | was eating dinner in front of 
the TV, | saw a commercial for 
ECW’s wrestling school. So | called 
up and arranged a meeting with 
Tod Gordon. Then | started training 


with J.T. Smith, the original “Full- 
Blooded Italian.” (Laughs) Then | 
met Paul Heyman, and here | am 
today. 

KREWDA: Being the only female 
in the ECW camp, what was your out- 
look like in the early days? 

FRANCINE: When | first start- 
ed, Tod Gordon said, “You’re a 
good-looking girl. You’ll be a 
valet—an armpiece—but you 
won't have to bump.” Back then | 
didn’t even know what a bump 
was. And | had no idea where I'd 
be going or what I’d be doing, so 
| trained just like the men did. 
They were rough, so | guess Tod 
was ribbing me or something. 


And that’s what J.T. Smith always 
told me—the more you can do, 
the more work you'll get in the 
future. Like | said, | had no idea 
where | was going or what | was 
doing. But in 1994, | started 
doing ECW spot shows, then | 
made it to TV in 1995 as Stevie 
Richards’ girlfriend. | was lucky 
that | didn’t have to go through 
the indies; | went straight to 
ECW. 

KREWDA: Who were your female 
wrestling role models back then? 

FRANCINE: | had always ad- 
mired Sherri Martel. And | remem- 
ber during one of my early shows 
at the ECW Arena, | was meeting 
all of the wrestlers, and Sherri 
was there, and | got a chance to 
meet her and talk to her. She was 
saying, “Oh, you’ve got long hair, 
we’re gonna whip you around 
with it.” And | was looking for- 
ward to working with her and 
learning from her, but she had to 
leave and | never got the chance 
to work with her. | was so mad 
because I’d always looked up to 
her. Even still, | think she’s 
tremendous. 

KREWDA: How much of an influ- 
ence was Sherri on creating the 
Francine character? 

FRANCINE: What | did was take 
the Sherri character—because she 
was a bumping machine—and add 
a little femininity to it. So | added 
some of Nancy Sullivan’s 
(Woman) personality, because 
she was very exotic and myste- 
rious, and combined the two. 
That’s where Francine came 
from. 

KREWDA: Did you get a chance 
to work with Nancy Sullivan? 

FRANCINE: Nancy was there, 
but Sherri was taking bumps just 
like a man, which was great to 
see, because back then wom- A 
en were limited. So | wanted / 
to emulate her, but | wanted 
to do it better. (Laughs) Well, | 
was going to try. | don’t think © 
anybody did it better than 
Sherri. She was the all-time 
best. 


Perhaps the greatest partnership Francine had in ECW was the one she enjoyed with 
Douglas. She helped “The Franchise” get over ... and vice versa. 


KREWDA: Speaking of bumps, 
how tough was it for you to train with 
the guys day after day? 

FRANCINE: | wanted to quit 
every day. It was hard, and back 
then I was about 110 pounds—not 
that I’m much bigger now—and 
just from running the ropes, I’d 
get these big, big bruises. And 
falling on my head for three hours 
a day didn’t help. | remember 
when I’d come home—my mom 
would just be screaming at me 
because I’d have a stiff neck. 
She’d say, “Are you sure it’s 
worth it?” and I’d say, “One day it 
will be.” It was very hard in the 
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beginning, but once | did my first 
show, | was hooked. 

KREWDA: When was your first 
match in ECW? 

FRANCINE: | don’t remember 
when, but it was in Montgom- 
eryville, Pennsylvania, and | was 
brought in as the winner of a beau- 
ty contest. | was the guest time- 
keeper and ended up getting 
choke-slammed by 911. 

KREWDA: How'd that feel? 

FRANCINE: It hurt (Laughs), but 
my adrenaline was rushing, so | 
didn’t feel it until | got to the locker 
room. That’s what happens when | 
get beat up. | get through it in the 


ring, then | go backstage and 
crumble where nobody can see 
me. (Laughs). 

KREWDA: You mentioned your 
weight, and that seems to be a major 
concern for some members of the 
wrestling media. In fact, some have 
suggested that your eating habits are 
a little unhealthy. Any validity to 
that? 

FRANCINE: Not at all. Right 
now, I’m 124 pounds. | don’t diet 
and | don’t train. | eat what | want, 
but I’m the kind of person who can 
burn calories just by walking to 
my mailbox. When | was working 
out, | got so much leaner—not 
lighter—but | appeared to be so 
much thinner that | stopped going 
to the gym. Paul Heyman put it 
best. He said that for every one 
person who doesn’t like the way | 
look, there are a hundred who’d 
kill to be with me. As long as the 
fans pay to see me, then they can 
have their opinions. Everyone’s 
entitled to one. 

KREWDA: It's no secret, though, 
that you’re not always so happy 
about how the fans express their 
opinions of you. 

FRANCINE: To yell things like 
“Bor-ing!” or “You [expletive] up!” 
| think is disrespectful. People 
sometimes forget that they’re 
watching a live show and things 
aren’t always going to come off 
perfect. Fans have to remember 
that we’re trying out there—espe- 
cially in ECW. We have the hard- 
est-working locker room in the 
business—in the world. As far as 
what the fans say about me ... if 
your character’s a heel, of course 
you’re going to get derogatory 
remarks from people. And | was 
always okay with that because 
that means I’m doing my job. But 
there’s a line that gets crossed. 
I’ve literally had fans grab me, 
grope me, punch me, and try to 
pull my top off. That’s unaccept- 
able to me. | had one fan punch 
me dead in my face. If you don’t 
like me, fine, but what gives you 
the right to touch me? So now I’m 
a little hesitant around fans 


because | get scared sometimes. 
You never know what they’re 
going to do. It’s a shame to cast 
that attitude on all the fans, but 
with the character | portray—wear- 
ing a bikini or some tiny outfit— 


some people don’t like me. But 
they have to remember there’s a 
difference between wrestling and 
real life. | love to do meet-and- 
greets and stuff like that, and it’s 
been a positive experience for the 
most part. But those one or 
two incidents have made 
me watch people a bit more 
closely. 

KREWDA: When you start- 
ed, did you know or perceive 
| that bikinis and tiny outfits 
were going to be an essential 
part of your character's 
appeal? 

FRANCINE: Not really. 
Paul’s always given me 
such leeway with my char- 
acter that I’ve been able to 
wear whatever | want. | 
know with a lot of women 
these days, it’s all T & A, 
but I’ve always wanted to 
prove that | can work, too. 
Sure, I’ve always wanted to 
look as good as | can, and | 
tried to adapt to whatever 
man | was managing at the 
time, but mainly I’ve been 
focused on the perfor- 
mance. 

KREWDA: Of all ladies 
who came through ECW, who 


Was Francine loyal to ECW? Absolutely. She’d co 
n crutches if necessary (left) and suffered 
pain (below). She wasn’t one to comp 


has been your favorite to work with? 

FRANCINE: Jazz. She’s my 
favorite to work with. She just 
kicks butt. She’s excellent and 
she’s only been in the business 
three years. 

KREWDA: How about the men? 

FRANCINE: You know, | can’t 
single just one guy out. They’ve all 
had qualities that | admired. And 
they all taught me something 
about the business. With Tommy 
Dreamer, it was pure fun. The 
same thing with Justin Credible. 
Me and Justin were just starting to 
click when he went to the WWF. | 
wish we could have done more 
together. With Shane Douglas, | 
really learned a lot. And we were 
together a long time. Let’s see ... 
I’ve worked with or against every 
wrestler on the roster ... Raven ... 
Chris Candido Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 

KREWDA: Are there any women 
in the business you really enjoy or 
look up to now? 

FRANCINE: | think Ivory is just 
terrific. She’s smart, she can talk, 
she can wrestle, she wears pants, 
and she’s very simple. | think 
she’s great. Stephanie McMahon’s 
good, too. She starting to take 
bumps, which is good because it 


» duty he 
fgh her 
about it, 


. Anything for the company. 
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means their roles are expanding. 
At one point, a woman would just 
walk the wrestler to the ring and 
disappear. I’m not a big fan of 
that. But now the storylines are 
built around the women, and | 
think it’s great. And the more 
these women are on TV, the better 
it is for women in the business in 
general. 

KREWDA: Why haven't we’ve 
seen more of you in the ring? 

FRANCINE: | don’t know. Paul 
doesn’t think women wrestling 
sells, so he opted for the big cat- 
fight, but | think if | had to wrestle 
a match, | could pull it off. | don’t 
think | could go 20 minutes or 
more like the guys can, because | 
haven’t been trained in that capac- 
ity. That’s why I’m a big fan of the 
mixed tag matches. | don’t consid- 
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er myself a female wrestler, but if | 
had to start wrestling more, I’d cer- 
tainly do it. l’ll do whatever it 
takes. 

KREWDA: Knowing Paul's atti- 
tude about women’s wrestling, did 
you feel limited by the catfights and T 
& A or think that the sex was becom- 
ing a bit too much? 

FRANCINE: Not with my char- 
acter. Because | only give as 
much as think is fair. | mean, I’m 
not gonna get in the ring and 
take my top off. I’m not gonna 
pose for Playboy. For others, it 
may be right, but not for me. For 
the women who’ve done it, more 
power to you. But that’s not me. | 
think if | had to get naked in front 
of everybody, I’d be laughing. I'd 
be embarrassed. Just being in a 
bikini in the ring is pushing it for 


me. I’m very self-conscious. | 
have flaws like everyone else, 
and who wants the world to see 
your flaws? | like to wear pants, 
too. One night | ran out to the 
ring in a pair of sweats and | got 
the same reaction | got in a biki- 
ni. So | guess that means I’m 
over. 

KREWDA: Have you ever balked 
about an angle because it offended 
you as a woman? 

FRANCINE: I’ve never had that 
problem, but I’d like to think that 
if something like that happened, | 
could have said, “Paul, I’m really 
not comfortable doing this,” and 
he’d take my feelings into consid- 
eration. But I’ve always been 
comfortable with the things that 
I’ve done, and I’ve used the 
angles to my advantage. I’ve 


always been in the main event or 
been with the champion. I’ve 
always been in the top matches 
or near the top of the card, so 
how can | complain? | understand 
we have the catfights and | have 
to wear something short, but you 
have to show something once in 
a while. I’ve never had a problem 
with that. 

KREWDA: Is it possible for a 
woman to become a superstar on the 
scale of Chyna or Sable without pos- 
ing nude in a magazine? 

FRANCINE: | think so. In fact, | 
think Chyna was over before she 
did the Playboy spot. She’s done 
a lot for wrestling. In my opinion, 
it seems the more you give fans 
to look at, the more they want to 
see it. But if you show everything, 
they’re like, “Been there, done 
that.” So it’s important to give 
them a tease so they'll always 
want to see more. But I’m 99.999 
percent sure that I'll never ever 
do it. 

KREWDA: Now that ECW’s future 
looks so bleak, what can we expect 
from the Francine next? 

FRANCINE: As long as | can get 
some indy dates, I’ll be okay. I’m 
not starving. I’m also selling pic- 


The ECW locker room was often described as one of the 
closest in the industry. Here Francine goofs around with 
one of her fellow ECW divas, Elektra. 


tures on my Web site 
(www.francineecw.com). 
ECW will get back on its 
feet, and when we do, I'll 
be there doing whatever it 
takes to help. I’m not 
going anywhere. Paul will 
have me around for as 
long as he needs me. 
KREWDA: You've been 
one of Paul Heyman’s 
biggest supporters through- 
out all the ups and downs. 
What is your relationship 
with him like? . 
FRANCINE: If it wasn’t 
for Paul, who knows if | | 
would have ever gotten as |” 
far as | have. | mean, he 
gave me a shot when | 
first started. And he 
taught me a lot. So | feel 
like | owe him something. 
That’s why I'll stay loyal 
to him as long as he 
needs me. Yes, he’s my 
boss, but | also consider 
him a friend. So our rela- 
tionship has been very 
good and | want to be loyal to him. 
KREWDA: But Paul's said for the 
longest time that he wouldn’t stand in 
the way of anyone who wanted to 
test out the WWF or 
WCW. Do you really 
think Paul would con- 
sider furthering your 
career a sign of dis- 


loyalty? 
FRANCINE: No, 
but | would. 
KREWDA: How 


many offers have you 
received—if any— 
from the “Big Two”? 
FRANCINE: Back 
when | was with The 
Pit Bulls (the first 
ECW wrestlers she 
managed), the WWF 
was calling my 
house. They were 
even trying to get my 
mother to tell me to 
go there. “Oh, it’ll be 
better for your 
daughter up here,” 


We gave readers of Inside Wrestling a great holiday 
present in 1999 when we printed sexy poses of 
Francine with Tommy Dreamer on a special 
Christmas cover (January 2000 issue). 


they would say. They wanted to put 
me with Brother Love—Bruce 
Prichard—| think. And I’m so glad | 
didn’t go, because they could have 
told me they didn’t need me any- 
more after a few weeks. | think they 
were going to paint my face red and 
just have me walk to the ring with 
him. In ECW, | could get involved. 
KREWDA: True. But you've also 
had your share of injuries. 
FRANCINE: Yes, in the last 
three months, I’ve broken my 
nose, had a contusion on my 
sacroiliac joint, broken my ribs. 
Oh, and | cut my head when | gave 
Steve Corino that huracanrana 
and hit my head on the ringpost. | 
remember touching my head and 
my hand being covered in blood. | 
had a two-inch gash in my head. 
But | tried another one on The 
Sandman and it worked out better. 
| broke my pelvis in two places. 
Blew out my knee and chipped my 
tooth. | guess I’m blessed be- 
cause it hasn’t been too bad. 
(Laughs) O 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER! Complete your collection of the 
most respected wrestling publication in the world! 


March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno's 
“Interference” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? Also: 
Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter Malvia, Bob Orton 
ur., Bockwinke-Rhodes, Brisco-Race, Crusher 
Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk. 

May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 

July 1979: Erie Ladd’s Claim: “Mir. Wrestling Il 
Uses A Loaded Mask!” Also: Backlund-Race, Andre- 
Baker, Bruno Sammartino, Nick Bockwinkel, Dick 
Slater, Sonny King, Valiants, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For Rick 
Steamboat. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar Graham, 
Backlund-Brower, Cyclone Negro, Greg Gagne, The 
Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo, Mil Mascaras, Hussein 
Arab. 

Dec. 1979: Is Andre Ready To Quit Wrestling? Also: 
Harley Race-El Halcon, Superstar Graham, Steve Keim, 
Volkoff-Bruno, Sheik-Mascaras, \gor-Lewin, Dusty 
Rhodes, Putski-Brower. 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, 
DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, 
Mr. Wrestling I!, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980; The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens 
& Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: 
Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick 
Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, Keirn-Muraco, Samoans, 
Wrestling |!-Idol. 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “! Want To Break 
Stan Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & 
Martel, Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper- 
Superstar, Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

Sept. 1980: Why Erie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Femandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri Title 
From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. Wrestling II, Pedro 
Morales, Superstar Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race, 
Rick McGraw. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko’s Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 
Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, 
Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling |, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry 
Funk And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. 
Also: Backlund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, 
Rhodes-Khan, Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne 


Gagne. 

Jan. 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar: Can Tommy 
Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? Also: Kiwis, 
Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras-Steamboal, Suilivan- 
Taylor, Bruno Sammartino. 

March 1982: U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. Former 
NWA Champion Race: How Harley Race’s Attempt 
To Win An “Easy” Title Ended In Disaster. Also: 
Jimmy Snuka, Flair-Idol, Steve Kein, Steamboat- 
Patterson, Fuji-Albano-Saito, Bruno Sammartino Jr., 
Bruiser-Sullivan. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!" Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawler-Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's 
Championship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine- 
Atlas, Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 
June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno 
Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Retums To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve 
To Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton 
dr., Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted 
DiBiase, JYO-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: 
Barty Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick 


Mrastiar 


Bockwinkel, Flair-Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous 
Kangaroos. 

Feb, 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz. Also: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, 
Martel & Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Aliso: 
Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 
Ladd & Rhodes, Flair-Omdortf. 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose 
His Challengers? Also: Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, 
Kerry Von Erich, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, 
Gagnes-Martel. 

July 1983; Ric Flair: “I Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Alraid Of.” Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan. 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan 
& Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito 
Santana, Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was 
Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry 
Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & 
Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David 
Von Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

June 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never Forget 
You. Also: Billy Jack, Flair-Race, Bockwinkel-Bravo, 
Brickhouse Brown. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All 
To The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Fair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation 
Inc,, Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 
Sept. 1984: Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA World 
Title: For David ... For Texas ... For Wrestling! Also: 
Road Warriors-Bundy & Superstar, Johnson & Atlas- 
Piper & Orndorff, Billy Jack-Sawyer. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge 
Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Von Erichs. 

Dec, 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat 
Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End it ... Or Make it 
Worse? Also: Tito Santana, Martel-Atias, D. Funk, Mike 
Von Erich, Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Fair's NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, 
Koloffs & Kemodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, 
Scott McGhee. 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
intercontinental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors- 
Sheepherders, Flair-Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering 
vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, 
tomorrow's stars, Adams-Kevin, Fair-Jack, 
Terminators. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Otiver- 


Haynes. 

July 1985: It’s A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade it With Anyone! Also: Backlund- 
Martel, Kermodie-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hemandez & 
Sunshine, Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985; Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
TA, Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot: Ric 
Flair—"I Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid Off” 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, 
George Steele, Killer Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time 
top 10. 

June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve 
Wilfiams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 
Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 


Badstreet U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The 
Freebirds. Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Omdorff, Mike 
Von Erich, Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, Gilbert & 
Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinke. 
dan. 1987: Bobby Heenan's Bitter Crusade To 
Destroy Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, 
Ted DiBiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkof, Terry Gordy, 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka_ 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superteud! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Paul Orndorff, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Willams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Comette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Kolotts, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans’ 
Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting- 
Gilbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawier, 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin. 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors 
Will Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt 


Hennig, Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without 
The NWA Belt!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Comette, 
Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lawier, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class: Wrestling’s Greatest Day! Also: 
Midnight Rockers, Luger-Horsemen, Santana & 
Martel, McDaniel-Hennig, Bobby Eaton. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People’s Champion! Also: Madusa Miceli, Owen Hart- 
Fair, Tatum & Victory, Scott Hall, Luger-Anderson. 
June 1988: How Sting's War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Kolott. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988; The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not 
Share Our Fans With The Rock 'n' Roll Express!" 
Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

dan, 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Titie 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, 
Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 
Feb. 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, & The 
Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Madusa Miceli, Blue 
Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 
March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!" Also: 
Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onsiaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, 
Mike Rotundo. 

May 1989: Rick Steamboat—Champion; Rick 
Steamboat—Challenger: Which Is Better? Also: Sid 
Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, Savage-Hogan, Samoan Swat 
Team, Wendi Richter. 

June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Windham by Sting, Ric air. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes. 


Supplies are limited, so don’t delay—order today! 


‘Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, 
Great Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flatr: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes- 
Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989; Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Rair-T. Funk, Dustin-Stee! Man, Sgt. 
Slaughter. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “! Quitl—One War Ends, 
Two More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette, 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. 
Also: Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, 
Badd Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: Running A 
Parallel Course To Greatness. Also: Von Erichs, Big 
Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk Hogan, Mark Callous. 
July 1990; My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990; Hogan-Warrior Il: You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zbyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why 
He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack 
Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry- 
Bore. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs, Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSiam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, 
Chris Von Erich. 

Dec. 1990 (Special Issue): SummerSlam! Exclusive 
Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan Hansen, Am 
Anderson, Uttimate Warrior, Vic Steamboat, Scott 
Putski. 

Feb. 1991: The incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax"! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta- 
Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & 
Express, Norman. 

March 1991: Waring To The Ultimate Warrior: 
Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, 
Comette & Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, 
Scott Norton, 

April 1991; Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 
Remain. Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, 
Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of 
The Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby 
Eaton, Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

June 1991; How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich. 

July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” Of 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” ... 
Would Hulk And The Worid Forgive Him? Also: 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam 
Bam Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair 
vs. Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The 
_—* Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, 


aa 108% ihe Linh: Ghamabenie Coocbaphe 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 
B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: 
Ron Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. 
Steiner-Abdullah. 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday In 
Texas: Has The WWF Title Suffered irreparable 
Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, 
Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 


April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Omdorff, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Aair, Michaels 
& Jannetty. 

Dec. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers 
Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, 
Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock ‘n’ Rolls. 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair’s 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him At 
WrestleMania VIII? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy 
Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen. 

June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW titles, Koko B. Ware. 

duly 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”: For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure: Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania's 
Accidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, 
Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, 
Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerStam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, 
Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, 
Sting, Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake 
Makes Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, 
Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural 
Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor. 
April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor 
Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian 
Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Also: Jim Comette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & 
Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 

Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yet! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hufk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any 
Way You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude- 
Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Comette, Jerry Lawler, 
Hansen & T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, 
Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

duly 1994: Ric air vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 
Aug. 1994: Bret’s Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also; Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, 
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Bunkhouse-Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Nov. 1994: Hulk Hogan's New Commandments: Say 
Prayers, Take Vitamins ... And Kick Butt! Also: 
Owen-Bret, Lord Steven Regal, Johnny B. Badd, Jerry 
Lawler, Mikey Whipwreck. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny B, Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF '95- 
WWF '’85, Ric Fair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawier- 
Cornette. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America: Also: 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, 
Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 

Nov. 1995; “Take That—And Shut Up!” If Savage 
Can't Silence Flair, He’s Through! Also: Mabel, 
Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 
Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): 20Shawn Michaels: Too 
Good To Be Second Best! Aiso: Wrestling rulebook, 
Vega-Ramon, Mama Comette, Kamala-Duggan, Big 
Van Vader. 

Winter 1995; Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Comette, Am Anderson. 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Fair. 
June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock 'n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan. 
Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With It! 
Also: Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man- 
Sullivan, Mabel. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki- 
Steiners & Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue 
Meanie, 

Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & 
Sable, Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set 
To Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, 
Michaels-Goldust, Am Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, 
Steve Williams. 

Jan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan’s Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen- 
Bulldog, Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Kevin Nash. 

May 1997: Hogan's Headache: The Pain Is Piper! 
And The Remedy Is Revenge! Also: Michaels-Hart, 
Guerreros, J.C. Ice, gang violence, Marc Mero. 

July 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
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Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Sept. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report: 
Plus: NWO, Shawn-Bret, football players, Terry & Dory 
Funk, Luna. 

Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How Low 
Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, DOP & 
Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto. 

Nov. 1997; 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then "Taker ... Then 
Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, 
Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997: The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Undertaker, The Giant. 
April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe ... But Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Wartiors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia 
June 1998 (Special Issue): “Hollywood” Hogan: 10 
More Dirt Deeds ... And He's Outta Here! Also: 
Randy Savage, DeGeneration X, Jim Comette, Randy 
Savage, then and now. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title Isn't 
Enough For The Macho Man. Also: Headbangers, Ric 
Rair, Chris Chetti. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It’s Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney, 

Sept. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report: 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A 
WWF-WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: 
Sable, Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam, 
Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also; McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 
Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, 
three-way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
‘The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
ene, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 


Keene Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats He 
Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
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Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Galdberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man ts Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, 
Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show- 
McMahons, Disco Inferno, Keirn & Lane. 
Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: 
Steiners, Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 
Nov. 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? 
Yeah, Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, 
Ogawa. 
Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Fair, 
Test & Stephanie. 
Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axt & New Jack, Kevin Nash_ 
Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys 
Can't Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expan- 
sion, Guerrero & Misterio, WWF/WCW/ECW women. 
Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The 
Rock ... “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris 
Jericho, Sabu, Harlem Heat. 
March 2000 (Special Issue): 1999—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Triple-H, Luger-Liz, Sabu-Van Dam, 
Bob Holly. 
Apr. 2000: Can The WWF Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big 
Show, Madusa. 
May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted 
McMahon Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, 
David & Ric Flair, Kurt Angle, Rhino. 
June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt 
Angle, Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 
July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 
Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved 
The WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & 
Rhino, Cyrus. 
Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, 
Chyna, Dr. Sam Sheppard. 
Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heat? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rab 
Van Dam, David Flair. 
Nov. 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
ae Also: Goldberg-Tripte-H, Daffney, Christian 


LL-COLR BEGINNING WITH 
JANUARY 2001 ISSUE) 

Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always 
Get Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, 
Mick Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, 
Torrie Wilson. 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They 
Should Not! Also; Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob 
Van Dam, McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW 
factions. 
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A swimming pool match between most of 
the top divas in the WWF—that was all 
about T & A. Yet the WWF has this uncan- 
ny ability to find the right role for all its 
female stars. Character development is so 
important. 


sss & 
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best female wrestler in North 
America, perhaps the last of her 
era. She boasts that reputation 
because of her WWF and AWA 
women’s title reigns, her suc- 
cessful tours of Japan, her PW/ 
Rookie of the Year Award in 1987, 
and her management careers in 
WCW and the AWA. Madusa also 
earned that reputation because 
she’s legitimately tough. Aside 
from being an accomplished kick- 
boxer, she has trained female 
wrestlers at the Power Plant. 

No one tried harder to establish 
women’s wrestling in the United 
States than Madusa. Is it painful 
for her to watch women, heralded 
for their physical assets rather 
than genuine wrestling talent, 
steal the spotlight from trained 
professionals? 

“| don’t stay awake at night,” 
replied Madusa. “I’ve come to 
know a lot of these women at the 
Power Plant, and most of them 
want to be as good as they can. 
The ones who don’t want to sweat 
wash out pretty quickly. Look, I’ve 
put on my share of glamorous 
gowns and red lipstick, and I 
know that the bottom line is to 
entertain the fans. The problem is 
these women are rushed into the 
spotlight so quickly that they 
don’t have time to develop the all- 
around ability to stay on top for 
long. 

“Women in this business must bring a lot to the table. With only a 
few exceptions, women can’t stay in this business with just pretty 
faces or hourglass figures. Either those things are going to fade or 
fans will grow bored with them. These women must learn wrestling 


Chyna did so much to redefine the role of 
women in wrestling. Not only did she stand 
in there and fight toe-to-toe with the guys 
(and inflict some devastating low blows), 
but she was the first woman to win a major 
men’s title. 


(WOMEN 
(OF THEF1970s5 
Like much entertainment 
in the ’70s, wrestling relied 
ona lot of stereotypes. There 
were a slew of cowgirls, 
Indians, truck-drivin’ mamas, 
and farmers’ daughters with 
_hip-hugging denim shorts. 
Here’s your 70s flashback: 
Vivian Vachon: The 155- 
pounder held the Grand Prix 
women’s title, and was the 
sister of Mad Dog and Butch- 
-er- Vachon. She had several 
hit records—sung in 
_ French—in the Montreal 
area, and was the subject of 
the movie Wrestling Queen. 
Joyce Grable: She cap- 
tured the World Women’s 
tag team title with Vicki 
Williams in October 1974, 
and with Wendi Richter in 
May 1982. Her rugged style 
wasn’t enough to unseat 
Fabulous Moolah, whom she 
challenged several times. 
Donna Christantello: The 
former waitress is best 
known for her long World 
Women’s tag team title reign 
with Toni Rose. The duo’s 
battles with Joyce Grable 
and Vicki Williams are leg- 
endary. She was an occa- 
sional tag partner of Moolah. 
Vicki Williams: Often con- 
sidered the female counter- 
part of Antonino Rocca, the 
barefoot sensation held the 
World Women’s tag team 
title with Joyce Grable. Her 
highest-profile match was a 
loss to World champ Fabu- 
lous Moolah in Fort Worth. 
Susan Green: She be- 
came the most popular Tex- 
an in Oklahoma by virtue of 
her exploits there. Green 
was the classic cowgirl, 
wearing a cowboy hat, a 
fringed buckskin jacket, and 
Western boots. The Texas 
todeo inspired her bulldog 
finisher. 
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The Rock ’n’ Wrestling Con- 
nection helped relaunch wom- 
en's wrestling, but the influence 
of Cyndi-Lauper and MTV went 
beyond wrestlers. A new gener- 
ation of female valets and man- 
agers was born; most of the 
ladies were very assertive. 

Wendi Richter: Accompanied 
by pop star Cyndi Lauper, Rich- 
ter defeated Fabulous Moolah 
for the World Women’s title in 
1984. The match took place at 
MTV’s “Brawl To Settle It-All,” 
the precursor to WrestleMania 
and the WWF's first great boom. 

Sherri Martel: She defeated 
Candi Devine for-her-first of 
three AWA women’s title reigns 


in September 1985. Martel. beat 


Moolah for the WWF version 


two years later. Later, she man- __ 


aged top stars such as Ric Flair, 


Shawn Michaels, and Randy 


Savage. 

Candi Devine: The Nashville 
native won the AWA women’s 
title three times and had suc- 
cessful defenses against Sherri 
Martel, Judy Martin, and. Diane 
Hoffman. She remained a domi- 
nant presence into the 1990s. on 
the independent circuit. 


Elizabeth: She broke new | 


ground 15 years ago by be- 


coming the first high-profile | 


female manager. Elizabeth 
guided Randy Savage to the 
WWF Intercontinental and 
World titles. After splitting with 
and divorcing the “Macho 
Man,” she briefly managed 
Hulk Hogan. 

Missy Hyatt: The feisty.(and 
chesty) blonde gained promi- 
nence as John Tatum’s valet in 
World Class before establishing 
Hyait and Hotstuff International 
in the UWF with future husband 
Eddie Gilbert. She hosted. an 
interview segment in the WWF 
for a short while. Her tell-all 
autobiography will be out this 
fall, 


28 & PRO WRESTLING IELUSTRATED'& 


It's hard to blame Ma- 
dusa (shown against Tor- 
rie Wilson) for being a 
tad bitter. Although wom- 
en have such significant 
roles in wrestling nowa- 
days, the art of women’s 
wrestling is all but dead 
in the U.S. And she’s one 
of the greatest women 
wrestlers ever. 


skill, ring psychology, and backstage politics. Unfortunately, most 
of these women are shoved out the door before they master any of 
the above. Actually, things haven’t changed that much. We all have 
a tendency to look at the past with rose-colored glasses.” 

Madusa is correct. The very roots of women’s wrestling stretch 
back to the 1930s, when Mildred Burke wrestled men at carnivals and 
state fairs. Although Burke carved out a reputation by winning almost 
every match, it was hardly a distinguished beginning. Burke was the 
most dominant female star until Slave Girl Moolah became Fabulous 
in 1956 by winning the World Women’s championship in Baltimore. 

Was the role of women any more distinguished than today? Not 
really. There may have been more of a wrestling pretense in the 
past, yet the goal was the same: Appeal to the throngs of male 
wrestling fans by offering a little T & A. Back then, however, it was 
strictly B & B: breasts and buttocks. 

Male wrestlers at the time dismissed them as sideshows. 
Women were novelties, squeezed somewhere between the 
midgets and wrestling bears. Dig as far as you want, but it’s hard 
to find the Greco-Roman connection. 

Fabulous Moolah had to be a tough customer or she couldn’t have 
survived in the business for 50 years. She also knew how to play to 
the male-dominated crowd. Moolah was smart enough to realize she 
wasn’t the sexual attraction, although her opponents usually were. 

Most of her challengers were wholesome, buxom beauties. But 
they weren’t too wholesome, or their mothers wouldn’t have let 
them out of the house in some of those outfits. Penny Banner’s 
string bikini photo shoots, Ann Casey’s leopard skin attire, and 
countless farmers’ daughters seemed to endorse something other 
than straight wrestling. Moolah snapmaring barefoot beauties by 
the hair are the most common shots found in PWI’s archives. 

By the 1970s, apartment wrestling became all the rage. 
Magazines featured provocative layouts of matches taking place 
in actual apartments. Sleeperholds on sofas and headscissors by 
coffee tables kept male fans agape month after month. For the 


record, few of these matches degenerated into hardcore affairs, 
despite the abundance of furniture around. Cynara became the 
unofficial apartment wrestling queen, which was enough reason to 
start keeping a key under the welcome mat. 

Carnival sideshows, regulation wrestling matches, apartment 
wrestling, and scheming valet/managers have evolved together 
over the decades, resulting in today’s T & A. 


DISPOSABLE DIVAS? 

WCW’s simultaneous release of five female stars underlined the 
precarious standing of women in wrestling. A bevy of beauties come 
and go in a year’s time, and few demonstrate real staying power. The 
meteoric rise and fall of these wrestling darlings is almost frightening. 

“If you want a real scare, take a look at the ‘PW/ Poll,” suggest- 
ed Managing Editor Brandi Mankiewicz. “In the 2000 poll, for exam- 
ple, the three top finishers are nowhere to be found just one year 
later. Torrie Wilson got 28 percent of the vote, Kimberly got 16 per- 
cent, and Elizabeth received 12 percent. 

“Think of the other top finishers over the years. Sable got 29 per- 
cent in 1999, and there was Sunny with 28 percent in 1998. There was 
Kimberly in 1997, Tammy Sytch again in 96, and Woman was the top 
female in ’95. It’s like these women were abducted by aliens or some- 
thing. They either aren’t in wrestling or are barely in wrestling. 
Already this year’s winner, Major Gunns, is looking for work.” 

While it may seem that these women have a sell-by expiration date 
tattooed somewhere on their bodies, those who learn how to take a 
few bumps and show some business savvy and creativity still have a 
chance of remaining on top for a substantial amount of time. Will it be 
Chyna? Will it be Trish Stratus? Will Miss Jones show progress? For 
obvious reasons, Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley is here to stay. 

As time has proven, success for wrestling’s divas is even more fleet- 
ing than their beauty. But they are nice to watch while they’re here. 

[Editor’s note: For an even more comprehensive view on females in 
wrestling, check out our upcoming PWI Presents: The 100 Most 
Beautiful Women In Wrestling. This 180-page monster issue, which 
will include career biographies and plenty of enticing photographs, is 
due on newsstands on June 19.] O 


Few dispute the fact that 
Fabulous Moolah is the 
top woman wrestler of all- 
time. Give her credit for 
changing with the times. 
The last few years, she 
has been happy to take on 
a comedic role. 
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For the first time, female 
valets outnumbered female 
wrestlers in the business, and 
the WWF's “Attitude” cam- 
paign heightened the demand 
for new ring vixens. By be- 
coming more integrated with 
male-dominated storylines, 
women gained more influence. 

Chyna: She began her car- 
eer as Hunter Hearst Helms- 
ley’s bodyguard and was a 
charter member of DeGener- 
ation X. Chyna made several 
breakthroughs in the 90s as 
the first woman to participate 
in the Royal Rumble and win 
the Intercontinental title. 

\adusa: The former nurse 
and model captured the AWA 
women’s belt in 1987 and, as 
Alundra Blayze, defeated Hei- 
di Lee Morgan for the reacti- 
vated WWF women’s title in 
December 1993. She trashed 
that same belt, literally, on a 
live Nitro in 1996. 

lvory: Her current member- 
ship in RTC overshadows her 
accomplishments, including 
her current WWF women’s title 
reign and two other women’s 
title reigns in 1999. She com- 
peted as Tina Moretti in the 
LPWA during the early-’90s. 

Jacquelyn: She beat Sable 
in a tournament final for the 
reactivated WWF women’s 
championship in September 
1998 and captured the belt 
again in 2000. As Miss Texas, 
she became the first woman 
to crack the “PW 500,” listed 
at number 483 in 1993. 

Sable: An ugly split with 
Marc Mero (her real-life hus- 
band) initiated her wrestling 
career, which turned out to be 
a very positive development 
in her life. In 1999, a pictorial 
of the ex-WWF women’s 
champ led to one of the high- 
est-selling issues of Playboy 
in history. 
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Francine didn’t do a whole lot of actual wrestling in ECW, but she was always involved in her charges’ 
matches. Here she “accidentally” throws powder in Shane Douglas’ eyes during a 1996 match. 
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HEN YOU TALK about the women of professional wrestling, it’s impossible to 

leave Francine out of the conversation. No, she never won a ladies title or 

appeared in Playboy (chances are she never will). But the “Queen Of Extreme” 
had as much impact in ECW as Chyna or Sable had in the WWF. 

With her hard sex appeal and catty persona, Francine has been desired and despised 
perhaps more passionately than any female to step into the ring in the last 10 years. Yet she 
seems as shocked as anyone that she was able to stir up such emotion on such a consistent 
basis from the rabid and often hard-to-please ECW fans. 

Maybe that’s because the young lady who grew up in West Philadelphia isn’t nearly as brash 
and cocky as the scantily clad witch she portrays in the ring. Contrarily, the “real” Francine 
Fournier is somewhat humble and always quick to compliment her ECW brothers and sisters. 

Above all, Francine is a loyal and dedicated soldier and selfless team player. Her willing- 
ness to work through injury and the occasional less-than-flattering storyline has made her 
stalwart figure in the ring and in the dressing room. 

But make no mistake, the “real” Francine is no pushover. She’s one tough woman. She’s 
proud of the career she’s created for herself—and deservedly so. After all, how many other 
women managed to stay in the spotlight for as long as Francine did? The Pit Bulls. Shane 
Douglas. Tommy Dreamer. Raven. Justin Credible. They've all benefited from working with 
Francine, and she has benefited from working so closely with them. 

Senior Writer Frank Krewda spoke with Francine shortly before Paul Heyman made his 
Raw debut, indicating the end of ECW. 


STRATED « 


FRANK KREWDA: | don’t know 
what puzzles me more, how or why a 
pretty young girl from Philly would 
want to get involved in the wrestling 
business ... 

FRANCINE: | had been a wres- 
tling fan for years. My grandmother 
always watched it and | have 11 
nieces and nephews, so it was 
always on. Then one night in 1993, 
when | was eating dinner in front of 
the TV, | saw a commercial for 
ECW’s wrestling school. So | called 
up and arranged a meeting with 
Tod Gordon. Then | started training 


with J.T. Smith, the original “Full- 
Blooded Italian.” (Laughs) Then | 
met Paul Heyman, and here | am 
today. 

KREWDA: Being the only female 
in the ECW camp, what was your out- 
look like in the early days? 

FRANCINE: When | first start- 
ed, Tod Gordon said, “You’re a 
good-looking girl. You’ll be a 
valet—an armpiece—but you 
won’t have to bump.” Back then | 
didn’t even know what a bump 
was. And | had no idea where I’d 
be going or what I’d be doing, so 
| trained just like the men did. 
They were rough, so | guess Tod 
was ribbing me or something. 


And that’s what J.T. Smith always 
told me—the more you can do, 
the more work you'll get in the 
future. Like | said, | had no idea 
where | was going or what | was 
doing. But in 1994, | started 
doing ECW spot shows, then | 
made it to TV in 1995 as Stevie 
Richards’ girlfriend. | was lucky 
that | didn’t have to go through 
the indies; | went straight to 
ECW. 

KREWDA: Who were your female 
wrestling role models back then? 

FRANCINE: | had always ad- 
mired Sherri Martel. And | remem- 
ber during one of my early shows 
at the ECW Arena, | was meeting 
all of the wrestlers, and Sherri 
was there, and | got a chance to 
meet her and talk to her. She was 
saying, “Oh, you’ve got long hair, 
we’re gonna whip you around 
with it.” And | was looking for- 
ward to working with her and 
learning from her, but she had to 
leave and | never got the chance 
to work with her. | was so mad 
because I'd always looked up to 
her. Even still, | think she’s 
tremendous. 

KREWDA: How much of an influ- 
ence was Sherri on creating the 
Francine character? 

FRANCINE: What | did was take 
the Sherri character—because she 
was a bumping machine—and add 
a little femininity to it. So | added 
some of Nancy Sullivan’s 
(Woman) personality, because 
she was very exotic and myste- 
rious, and combined the two. 
That’s where Francine came 
from. 

KREWDA: Did you get a chance 
to work with Nancy Sullivan? 

FRANCINE: Nancy was there, 
but Sherri was taking bumps just 
like a man, which was great to 
see, because back then wom- ; 
en were limited. So | wanted 
to emulate her, but | wanted 
to do it better. (Laughs) Well, | 
was going to try. | don’t think 
anybody did it better than 
Sherri. She was the all-time 
best. 


Perhaps the greatest partnership Francine had in ECW was the one she enjoyed with 
Douglas. She helped “The Franchise” get over ... and vice versa. 


KREWDA: Speaking of bumps, 
how tough was it for you to train with 
the guys day after day? 

FRANCINE: | wanted to quit 
every day. It was hard, and back 
then | was about 110 pounds—not 
that I’m much bigger now—and 
just from running the ropes, I’d 
get these big, big bruises. And 
falling on my head for three hours 
a day didn’t help. | remember 
when I’d come home—my mom 
would just be screaming at me 
because I’d have a stiff neck. 
She’d say, “Are you sure it’s 
worth it?” and I’d say, “One day it 
will be.” It was very hard in the 
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beginning, but once | did my first 
show, | was hooked. 

KREWDA: When was your first 
match in ECW? 

FRANCINE: | don’t remember 
when, but it was in Montgom- 
eryville, Pennsylvania, and | was 
brought in as the winner of a beau- 
ty contest. | was the guest time- 
keeper and ended up getting 
choke-slammed by 911. 

KREWDA: How’d that feel? 

FRANCINE: It hurt (Laughs), but 
my adrenaline was rushing, so | 
didn’t feel it until | got to the locker 
room. That’s what happens when | 
get beat up. | get through it in the 


ring, then | go backstage and 
crumble where nobody can see 
me. (Laughs). 

KREWDA: You mentioned your 
weight, and that seems to be a major 
concern for some members of the 
wrestling media. In fact, some have 
suggested that your eating habits are 
a little unhealthy. Any validity to 
that? 

FRANCINE: Not at all. Right 
now, I’m 124 pounds. | don’t diet 
and | don’t train. | eat what | want, 
but I’m the kind of person who can 
burn calories just by walking to 
my mailbox. When | was working 
out, | got so much leaner—not 
lighter—but | appeared to be so 
much thinner that | stopped going 
to the gym. Paul Heyman put it 
best. He said that for every one 
person who doesn’t like the way | 
look, there are a hundred who’d 
kill to be with me. As long as the 
fans pay to see me, then they can 
have their opinions. Everyone’s 
entitled to one. 

KREWDA: It’s no secret, though, 
that you’re not always so happy 
about how the fans express their 
opinions of you. 

FRANCINE: To yell things like 
“Bor-ing!” or “You [expletive] up!” 
| think is disrespectful. People 
sometimes forget that they’re 
watching a live show and things 
aren’t always going to come off 
perfect. Fans have to remember 
that we’re trying out there—espe- 
cially in ECW. We have the hard- 
est-working locker room in the 
business—in the world. As far as 
what the fans say about me ... if 
your character’s a heel, of course 
you’re going to get derogatory 
remarks from people. And | was 
always okay with that because 
that means I’m doing my job. But 
there’s a line that gets crossed. 
I’ve literally had fans grab me, 
grope me, punch me, and try to 
pull my top off. That’s unaccept- 
able to me. | had one fan punch 
me dead in my face. If you don’t 
like me, fine, but what gives you 
the right to touch me? So now I’m 
a little hesitant around fans 


because | get scared sometimes. 
You never know what they’re 
going to do. It’s a shame to cast 
that attitude on all the fans, but 
with the character | portray—wear- 
ing a bikini or some tiny outfit— 


some people don’t like me. But 
they have to remember there’s a 
difference between wrestling and 
real life. | love to do meet-and- 
greets and stuff like that, and it’s 
been a positive experience for the 
most part. But those one or 
two incidents have made 
me watch people a bit more 
closely. 

KREWDA: When you start- 
ed, did you know or perceive 
that bikinis and tiny outfits 
were going to be an essential 
part of your character's 
appeal? 

FRANCINE: Not really. 
Paul’s always given me 
such leeway with my char- 
acter that I’ve been able to 
wear whatever | want. | 
know with a lot of women 
these days, it’s all T & A, 
but I’ve always wanted to 
prove that | can work, too. 
Sure, I’ve always wanted to 
look as good as | can, and | 
tried to adapt to whatever 
man | was managing at the 
time, but mainly I’ve been 
focused on the perfor- 
mance. 

KREWDA: Of all ladies 
who came through ECW, who 


has been your favorite to work with? 

FRANCINE: Jazz. She’s my 
favorite to work with. She just 
kicks butt. She’s excellent and 
she’s only been in the business 
three years. 

KREWDA: How about the men? 

FRANCINE: You know, | can’t 
single just one guy out. They’ve all 
had qualities that | admired. And 
they all taught me something 
about the business. With Tommy 
Dreamer, it was pure fun. The 
same thing with Justin Credible. 
Me and Justin were just starting to 
click when he went to the WWF. | 
wish we could have done more 
together. With Shane Douglas, | 
really learned a lot. And we were 
together a long time. Let’s see ... 
lve worked with or against every 
wrestler on the roster ... Raven ... 
Chris Candido Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 

KREWDA: Are there any women 
in the business you really enjoy or 
look up to now? 

FRANCINE: | think Ivory is just 
terrific. She’s smart, she can talk, 
she can wrestle, she wears pants, 
and she’s very simple. | think 
she’s great. Stephanie McMahon’s 
good, too. She starting to take 
bumps, which is good because it 


Was Francine loyal to ECW? Absolutely. She'd co: e out t 
ring on crutches if necessary (left) and suffered thraag 


pain (below). She wasn’t one to comple 
|. Anything for the company. 
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means their roles are expanding. 
At one point, a woman would just 
walk the wrestler to the ring and 
disappear. I’m not a big fan of 
that. But now the storylines are 
built around the women, and | 
think it’s great. And the more 
these women are on TV, the better 
it is for women in the business in 
general. 

KREWDA: Why haven't we've 
seen more of you in the ring? 

FRANCINE: | don’t know. Paul 
doesn’t think women wrestling 
sells, so he opted for the big cat- 
fight, but | think if | had to wrestle 
a match, | could pull it off. | don’t 
think | could go 20 minutes or 
more like the guys can, because | 
haven’t been trained in that capac- 
ity. That’s why I’m a big fan of the 
mixed tag matches. | don’t consid- 


er myself a female wrestler, but if | 
had to start wrestling more, I’d cer- 
tainly do it. I'll do whatever it 
takes. 

KREWDA: Knowing Paul’s atti- 
tude about women’s wrestling, did 
you feel limited by the catfights and T 
& A or think that the sex was becom- 
ing a bit too much? 

FRANCINE: Not with my char- 
acter. Because | only give as 
much as think is fair. | mean, I’m 
not gonna get in the ring and 
take my top off. I’m not gonna 
pose for Playboy. For others, it 
may be right, but not for me. For 
the women who’ve done it, more 
power to you. But that’s not me. | 
think if | had to get naked in front 
of everybody, I'd be laughing. I’d 
be embarrassed. Just being in a 
bikini in the ring is pushing it for 


me. I’m very self-conscious. | 
have flaws like everyone else, 
and who wants the world to see 
your flaws? | like to wear pants, 
too. One night I ran out to the 
ring in a pair of sweats and | got 
the same reaction | got in a biki- 
ni. So | guess that means I’m 
over. 

KREWDA: Have you ever balked 
about an angle because it offended 
you as a woman? 

FRANCINE: I’ve never had that 
problem, but I’d like to think that 
if something like that happened, | 
could have said, “Paul, I’m really 
not comfortable doing this,” and 
he’d take my feelings into consid- 
eration. But I’ve always been 
comfortable with the things that 
I’ve done, and I’ve used the 
angles to my advantage. I’ve 
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always been in the main event or 
been with the champion. I’ve 
always been in the top matches 
or near the top of the card, so 
how can | complain? | understand 
we have the catfights and | have 
to wear something short, but you 
have to show something once in 
a while. I’ve never had a problem 
with that. 

KREWDA: Is it possible for a 
woman to become a superstar on the 
scale of Chyna or Sable without pos- 
ing nude in a magazine? 

FRANCINE: | think so. In fact, | 
think Chyna was over before she 
did the Playboy spot. She’s done 
a lot for wrestling. In my opinion, 
it seems the more you give fans 
to look at, the more they want to 
see it. But if you show everything, 
they’re like, “Been there, done 
that.” So it’s important to give 
them a tease so they’ll always 
want to see more. But I’m 99.999 
percent sure that I’ll never ever 
do it. 

KREWDA: Now that ECW’s future 
looks so bleak, what can we expect 
from the Francine next? 

FRANCINE: As long as | can get 
some indy dates, I’ll be okay. I’m 
not starving. I’m also selling pic- 


The ECW locker room was often described as one of the 
closest in the industry. Here Francine goofs around with 
one of her fellow ECW divas, Elektra. 


tures on my Web site 
(www.francineecw.com). 
ECW will get back on its 
feet, and when we do, I'll 
be there doing whatever it 
takes to help. I’m not 
going anywhere. Paul will 
have me around for as 
long as he needs me. 

KREWDA: You've been 
one of Paul Heyman’s 
biggest supporters through- 
out all the ups and downs. 
What is your relationship 
with him like? 

FRANCINE: If it wasn’t | 
for Paul, who knows if | 
would have ever gotten as | 
far as | have. | mean, he 
gave me a shot when | 
first started. And he 
taught me a lot. So | feel 
like | owe him something. 
That’s why I'll stay loyal 
to him as long as he 
needs me. Yes, he’s my 
boss, but | also consider 
him a friend. So our rela- 
tionship has been very 
good and | want to be loyal to him. 

KREWDA: But Paul's said for the 
longest time that he wouldn’t stand in 
the way of anyone who wanted to 
test out the WWF or 
WCW. Do you really 
think Paul would con- 
sider furthering your 
career a sign of dis- 


loyalty? 
FRANCINE: No, 

but | would. 
KREWDA: How 


many offers have you 
received—if any— 
from the “Big Two”? 
FRANCINE: Back 
when | was with The 
Pit Bulls (the first 
ECW wrestlers she 
managed), the WWF 
was calling my 
house. They were 
even trying to get my 
mother to tell me to 
go there. “Oh, it’ll be 
better for your 
daughter up here,” 


We gave readers of Inside Wresiling a great holiday 
present in 1999 when we printed sexy poses of 
Francine with Tommy Dreamer on a special 
Christmas cover (January 2000 issue). 


they would say. They wanted to put 
me with Brother Love—Bruce 
Prichard—I think. And I’m so glad | 
didn’t go, because they could have 
told me they didn’t need me any- 
more after a few weeks. | think they 
were going to paint my face red and 
just have me walk to the ring with 
him. In ECW, | could get involved. 
KREWDA: True. But you've also 
had your share of injuries. 
FRANCINE: Yes, in the last 
three months, I’ve broken my 
nose, had a contusion on my 
sacroiliac joint, broken my ribs. 
Oh, and | cut my head when | gave 
Steve Corino that huracanrana 
and hit my head on the ringpost. | 
remember touching my head and 
my hand being covered in blood. | 
had a two-inch gash in my head. 
But | tried another one on The 
Sandman and it worked out better. 
| broke my pelvis in two places. 
Blew out my knee and chipped my 
tooth. | guess I’m blessed be- 
cause it hasn’t been too bad. 
(Laughs) O 


AJULY/2001 4 35 


SES BACK ISSULS OT —— as 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER! Complete your collection of the 
most respected wrestling publication in the world! 


March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno's 
“Interference” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? Also: 
Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter Maivia, Bob Orton 
Jr., Bockwinkel-Rhodes, Brisco-Raca, Crusher 
Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk. 

May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 

July 1979: Emie Ladd’s Claim: “Mr. Wrestling I! 
Uses A Loaded Mask!" Also: Backiund-Race, Andre- 
Baker, Bruno Sammartino, Nick Bockwinkel, Dick 
Slater, Sonny King, Valiants, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For Rick 
Steamboat. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar Graham, 
Backlund-Brower, Cyclone Negro, Greg Gagne, The 
Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo, Mii Mascaras, Hussein 
Arab. 

Dec. 1979: Is Andre Ready To Quit Wrestling? Also: 
Harley Race-El Halcon, Superstar Graham, Steve Keim, 
Volkoff-Bruno, Sheik-Mascaras, Igor-Lewin, Dusty 
Rhodes, Putski-Brower. 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, 
DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, 
Mr. Wrestling II, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens 
& Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: 
Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick 
Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, Keirn-Muraco, Samoans, 
Wrestling II-Idol. 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “| Want To Break 
Stan Hansen's Neck!" Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & 
Martel, Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper- 
Superstar, Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

Sept. 1980: Why Emie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Femandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri Title 
From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. Wrestling {l, Pedro 
Morales, Superstar Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race, 
Rick McGraw. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 
Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, 
Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling II, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry 
Funk And Dory Funk Jt. Were Forced To Wrestle. 
Also: Backlund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, 
Rhodes-Khan, Kevin Sullivan, Plair-Patera, Verne 


Gagne. 

Jan. 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar: Can Tommy 
Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? Also: Kiwis, 
Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras-Steamboat, Sullivan- 
Taylor, Bruno Sammartino. 

March 1982: U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. Former 
NWA Champion Race: How Harley Race's Attempt 
To Win An “Easy” Title Ended In Disaster. Also: 
Jimmy Snuka, Flair-ldol, Steve Kein, Steamboat- 
Patterson, Fuji-Albano-Saito, Bruno Sammartino Jr, 
Bruiser-Sullivan. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!" Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawler-Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's 
Championship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine- 
Atlas, Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 
June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling’s Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno 
Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is in The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Femandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka; Does Pedro Deserve 
To Be Intercontinental Champion? Also; Bob Orton 
Jr., Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted 
DiBiase, JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also; 
Barry Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick 


WHesen 


Bockwinkel, Flair-Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous 
Kangaroos. 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz. Also: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, 
Martel & Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: 
Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 
Ladd & Rhodes, Flait-Orndorft. 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose 
His Challengers? Also: Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, 
Kerry Von Erich, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, 
Gagnes-Martel. 

July 1983: Ric Flair: “1 Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Afraid Of." Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan. 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan 
& Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito 
Santana, Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was 
Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry 
Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & 
Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David 
Von Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

June 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never Forget 
You. Also: Billy Jack, Flair-Race, Bockwinkel-Bravo, 
Brickhouse Brown. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All 
To The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhades, Ric lair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984; Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone" 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation 
Inc., Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 
Sept. 1984: Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA World 
Title: For David ... For Texas ... For Wrestling! Also: 
Road Warriors-Bundy & Superstar, Johnson & Attas- 
Piper & Orndortf, Billy Jack-Sawyer. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge 
Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Von Erichs. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat 
Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End It ... Or Make It 
Worse? Also: Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, D. Funk, Mike 
Von Erich, Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair’s NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, 
Koloffs & Kemodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, 
Scott McGhee. 

Feb, 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors- 
Sheepherders, Flair-Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riol! Road Warriors & Ellering 
vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, 
tomorrow's stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, 
Terminators. 

June 1985; Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver- 
Haynes. 

July 1985: It’s A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backlund- 
Martel, Kemodle-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & 
Sunshine, Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
TA, Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot: Ric 
Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Atraid Ot!" 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, 
George Steele, Killer Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time 
top 10. 

June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!" Also: Steve 
Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 
Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 


Badstreet U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The 
Freebirds. Also; Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Omdorff, Mike 
Von Erich, Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Fiair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, Gilbert & 
Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinke. 
Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan's Bitter Crusade To 
Destroy Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, 
Ted DiBiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkof, Terry Gordy, 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superteud! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Paul Orndortf, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Williams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Comette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Koloffs, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: ls Randy Savage The Fans’ 
Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting- 
Gilbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler, 
Windham-Steiner, Fiair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin. 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors 
Will Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt 
Hennig, Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without 
The NWA Belt!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, 
Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class: Wrestling's Greatest Day! Also: 
Midnight Rockers, Luger-Horsemen, Santana & 
Martel, McDaniel-Hennig, Bobby Eaton, 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People’s Champion! Also: Madusa Miceli, Owen Hart- 
Flair, Tatum & Victory, Scott Hall, Luger-Anderson. 
June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Koloff. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shifl! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Eliering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not 
Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n' Roll Express!” 
Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

Jan, 1989; The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, 
Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 
Feb. 1989; The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, & The 
Fans Can Go To Hell!" Also; Madusa Miceli, Biue 
Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 
March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!" Also: 
Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamanta Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onsiaught? Also; British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, 
Mike Rotundo. 

May 1989: Rick Steamboat—Champion; Rick 
Steamboat—Challenger: Which Is Better? Also: Sid 
Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, Savage-Hogan, Samoan Swat 
Team, Wendi Richter. 

June 1989; Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also; Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger- 
Windham by Sting, Ric Flair. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beal! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Eliering, Michael Hayes. 


Supplies are limited, so don’t delay—order today! 


Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, 
Great Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also; Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes- 
Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. 
Slaughter, 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am, PY. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “! Quit!—One War Ends, 
Two More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette, 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. 
Also; Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, 
Badd Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: Running A 
Parallel Course To Greatness. Also: Von Erichs, Big 
Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk Hogan, Mark Callous. 
July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

‘Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Il: You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zbyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why 
He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack 
Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry- 
Bome. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Uttimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, 
Chris Von Erich. 

Dec. 1990 (Special Issue): SummerSlam! Exclusive 
Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan Hansen, Arn 
Anderson, Ultimate Warrior, Vic Steamboat, Scott 
Putski. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible "Halloween Havoc Hoax”! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta- 
Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Comatte & 
Express, Norman. 

March 1991: Warming To The Ultimate Warrior: 
Roddy Piper Wants You! Also; Gilbert-Jarrett, 
Cornette & Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, 
Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 
Remain. Also; Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, 
Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Ot 
The Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby 
Eaton, Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

June 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich. 

July 1991; Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” Of 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: if Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sony" ... 
Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Barn 
Bam Bigelow. 

Nov, 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991; Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair 
vs. Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The 
Century? Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverty, 
Cactus Jack. 

dan. 1992: The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 
B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: 
Ron Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. 
Steiner-Abdullah. 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday In 
Texas: Has The WWF Title Suffered Irreparable 
Damage? Also: Bran Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, 
Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 


April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Omdorff, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels 
& Jannetty. 

Dec. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers 
Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, 
Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock 'n' Rolls. 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair's 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him At 
WrestleMania Vill? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy 
Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen. 

June 1992: In Ric Flair’s High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW titles, Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”: For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure: Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania's 
Accidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, 
Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, 
Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, 
Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, 
Sting, Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake 
Makes Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, 
Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural 
Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor. 
April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor 
Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian 
Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Also: Jim Comette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & 
Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 

Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yet! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan. 1994; Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any 
Way You Cook It, Hogan’s A Chicken! Also: Rude- 
Rair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Comette, Jerry Lawler, 
Hansen & T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, 
Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 
Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, 
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Bunkhouse-Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Nov. 1994: Hulk Hogan's New Commandments: Say 
Prayers, Take Vitamins ... And Kick Butt! Also: 
Owen-Bret, Lord Steven Regal, Johnny B. Badd, Jerry 
Lawler, Mikey Whipwreck. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF ‘95- 
WWE ’85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler- 
Comette. 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America: Also: 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Oct. 1995; President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, 
Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie, 

Nov. 1995: “Take That—And Shut Up!” If Savage 
Can't Silence Flair, He's Through! Also: Mabel, 
Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 
Dec. 1995 (Special Issue)-20Shawn Michaels: Too 
Good To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, 
Vega-Ramon, Mama Comette, Kamala-Duggan, Big 
Van Vader. 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Comette, Am Anderson. 

May 1996; WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 
June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock 'n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan. 
Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With It! 
Also: Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man- 
Sullivan, Mabel. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki- 
Steiners & Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue 
Meanie. 

Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffie. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & 
Sable, Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set 
To Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, 
Michaels-Goldust, Am Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, 
Steve Williams. 

dan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Qwen- 
Bulldog, Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr,, Kevin Nash. 

May 1997: Hogan's Headache: The Pain Is Piper! 
And The Remedy Is Revenge! Also: Michaels-Hart, 
Guerreros, J.C. Ice, gang violence, Marc Mero. 

July 1997: Infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
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Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Sept. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report: 
Plus: NWO, Shawn-Bret, football players, Terry & Dory 
Funk, Luna. 

Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How Low 
Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, DDP & 
Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then Taker ... Then 
Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, 
Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997: The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Undertaker, The Giant. 
April 1998; “We've Won!" Maybe ... But Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
dune 1998 (Special Issue): “Hollywood” Hogan: 10 
More Dirt Deeds ... And He's Outta Here! Also: 
Randy Savage, DeGeneration X, Jim Cornette, Randy 
Savage, then and now. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title Isn't 
Enough For The Macho Man. Also: Headbangers, Ric 
Rair, Chris Chetti. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report: 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A 
WWF-WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: 
Sable, Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 
Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 
Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!” A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, 
three-way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve 
Austin, Mankind, 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow, 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats He 
Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
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Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, 
Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show- 
McMahons, Disco Inferno, Keirn & Lane. 
Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: 
Steiners, Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 
Nov. 1999: Austin’s New Powers: Shag Vince? 
Yeah, Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, 
Naoya Ogawa. 
Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie. 
Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axl & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 
Jan. 2000; An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys 
Can't Handle Chyna. Also; Revolution, ECW expan- 
sion, Guerrero & Misterio, WWF/WCW/ECW women. 
Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The 
Rock ... “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris 
Jericho, Sabu, Harlem Heat. 
March 2000 (Special Issue): 1999—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Triple-H, Luger-Liz, Sabu-Van Dam, 
Bob Holly. 
Apr. 2000; Can The WWF Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big 
Show, Madusa. 
May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted 
McMahon Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, 
David & Ric Flair, Kurt Angle, Rhino. 
June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock; No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt 
Angle, Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 
duly 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 
Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved 
The WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & 
Rhino, Cyrus. 
Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Pau! Wight, 
Chyna, Dr. Sam Sheppard. 
Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heat? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob 
Van Dam, David Flair. 
Nov, 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue); WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Datfney, Christian 
& Edge, Jeff Peterson. 
“ti sein BEGINNING WITH 
HE JANUARY 2001 ISSUE) 
Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always 
Get Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, 
Mick Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, 
Torrie Wilson. 
March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They 
Should Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob 
Van Dam, McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW 
factions. 
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Turning The Tables 
ie 


Okay, $6 it ig§-Von who gets to ail 
- execute"the “Whazzup2?’—move™™ " 
from th€ top turnbuckle. But Buh 
Buh. Ray is th dley who sets 
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minding the daring exploits of the James Gang. And 
Frank gladly let his rambunctious sibling have the 
headlines; he was more concerned with planning the 
next great train robbery. 

Well, a similar story is playing out in the WWF, and 
it involves another pair of infamous “brothers,” D-Von 
and Buh Buh Ray Dudley. Only this time, the relative- 
ly quiet sibling—D-Von—doesn’t seem as willing as 
Frank James was to relinquish his share of the spot- 
light to his more outgoing brother. 

Actually, it appears that D-Von’s getting so damn 
tired of Buh Buh Ray’s glory-hounding ways that 
some in the WWF feel an ugly Dudleyville showdown 
is on the horizon. 

“One of the jokes going around here is that D-Von’'s the 
silent partner,” said one WWF wrestler who requested 
anonymity. “I mean, he can speak up for himself. But Buh 
Buh Ray gets to perform all the hot spots. So when the 
bout is over, you almost forget that D-Von was ever in the 
match. Buh Buh gets all the fanfare. Up to now, it seemed 
that D-Von didn't care about it too much, but | think he’s 
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& SG 
“Those close to the Dudleys insist 
there’s more than just the 
frustration of having his 
contributions overlooked eating 
away at D-Von. There’s the irony 
that D-Von helped make Buh Buh 
Ray the wrestler he is today.” 

ee —™ 
starting to get a little [annoyed] that Buh Buh 
gets so much more attention than he does.” 

Come to think of it, Buh Buh Ray does 
get to put their opponents through the 
tables most of the time. And he’s always 
on the “business end” of their 3D. Plus, 
Buh Buh Ray gets to call for the tables 
and mug for the camera when it’s time for 
their “Whazzup?” maneuver. And Jim 
Ross and Michael Cole don’t talk about 
the crazed look that D-Von gets in his 
eyes after the Dudleys have put an oppo- 
nent through a piece of furniture. 

Of course, everything that Buh Buh Ray 
does has helped the Dudleys succeed in 
ways they only dreamed of when they first 
arrived in the WWF. 


But the word is D-Von is tired of fetching the tables. 
He’s no longer satisfied with merely steadying oppo- 
nents for the 3D or driving his head into another 
wrestlers nether region from the top rope. And for good 
reason: Without D-Von’s input, 
Buh Buh Ray wouldn't have near- 
ly as much heat as he currently 
does with WWF fans. 

Those close to the Dudleys 
insist there’s more than just the 
frustration of having his contribu- 
tions overlooked eating away at 
D-Von. There’s the irony that D-Von helped make Buh 
Buh Ray the wrestler he is today. 

As the baddest Dudley to arrive in ECW, it was D- 
Von's job to toughen up his stuttering brother, who back 
in 1996 would rather bust a move for the fans than bust 
his opponent's skull. And a quick review of Buh Buh’'s 
recent exploits prove that D-Von did an admirable job 
turning him into one of wrestling’s most dangerous and 
sadistic performers. Now that the transformation’s com- 
plete, Buh Buh Ray’s violent personality and taste for 


“D-Von 


through it? 


Those unfamiliar with pre-WWF Dudley history might not 
know that Buh Buh Ray and D-Von had more than a few run- 
ins in ECW. D-Von obviously did a good job of toughening 
up Buh Buh Ray (left). He also showed he can handle Buh 
Buh Ray (above). 


the spotlight threaten to ruin the unusual chemistry of 
the team. 

Some fans might even fear The Dudley Boyz may 
soon evolve into the The Dudley Boy and Brother. 

“| can’t see that happening,” said Tazz, who battled 
both “brothers” extensively in ECW. “D-Von’s too 
smart and too tough to allow it. He’s worked too hard 
to just sit back and let Buh Buh Ray run completely 
wild. Besides, they both know they need each other to 
succeed. I'd expect D-Von to teach Buh Buh a lesson 


the second his head gets a little too big.” 


«. get the 
table!” Wouldn’t it be 
a shocker if on one of 
these nights in the 
not-too-distant future, 
D-Von got the table, 
then put Buh Buh Ray 
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But would straightening out Buh Buh 
Ray be worth the gamble? A disjointed tag 
team unit could give Edge and Christian or 
The Hardy Boyz a break they need to get 
that extra little edge in their wars with the 
Dudleys. And why mess with the team 
when things are going so well anyway? 

Even The Undertaker, who doesn’t 
give a damn about either Dudley, says a 
Dudley showdown could help D-Von get 
the accolades he seeks ... and also 
doom the Dudleys as a unit forever. 

“That bond between two guys who are 
that close is so strong and so important, 
| that once it’s shattered, you just can’t put 
it back together,” he said. “Just look at 
me and Kane. We work well as a team 
because we know each other so damn 
well. But we sure as hell don’t trust each other com- 
pletely. | don’t trust him and he doesn’t trust me. So 
even if we won 100 tag team titles together, we'll always 
have that little bit of doubt about each other. You should 
be able to trust your partner with your life, but me and 
Kane don’t, and that'll always be a problem. If the 
Dudley Boyz want to remain where they’re at now, D- 
Von better find a way to put the jealousy behind him. He 
might be tempted to speak up, but it could come back to 
bite him if he does.” 

Unfortunately, diplomacy doesn’t seem like one of 
D-Von’s strong points. The same can be said for 
patience. So enjoy the Dudleys now, because the next 
time Buh Buh Ray orders D-Von to get the tables could 
be the /asttime. oO 
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The interaction be- 
tween Chavo and 
Eddie Guerrero— 
both backstage and 
in the ring—when 
both were in WCW 
several years ago 
was priceless. Chavo 
has shown, however, 
that he doesn’t need 


to have his famously} 


uncle around to Bi 
entertaining ‘< 
ee 


in, 
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A lot of people in WCW really 
took notice of Chavo this year 
following his strong perfor- 
mances against Rey Misterio 
Jr. And he didn’t necessarily 
have to cheat to win those 
bouts. 


BRU 
CHAVO! 


You've)Proven 
You‘re)NotiJust 


Eddie’s)Nephew 


Jushin “Thunder” Liger. In the mid- 
90s, it showcased Ultimo Dragon, 
Dean Malenko, Chris Jericho, Eddie 
Guerrero, Billy Kidman, Juventud 
Guerrera, and Rey Misterio Jr. 
Today, it’s Shane Helms, Shannon 
Moore, Evan Karagias, and Elix 
Skipper’s turn in the spotlight. 

Oh yeah, and at press time, 
Chavo was the cruiserweight cham- 
pion. In fact, he’s a two-time cruiser- 
weight champion. And he’s taken 
on—and beaten—all challengers. 

Just think, a year ago, he 
was launching some silly sales 
scheme to supplement his earn- 
ings as a WCW backstage inter- 
viewer. And before that, Chavo 
was hopping around on a wood- 
en hobbyhorse he called Pepe. 

WCW might be in a state of 
transition these days, with Ric 
Flair's Magnificent Seven taking 
charge in the ring, and Eric 
Bischoffs management compa- 
ny taking over backstage, but in 
the midst of the bedlam, Chavo 
is establishing himself as one of 
the premier cruiserweights in the 
world at a time when his compa- 
ny is at last pushing the cruiser- 
weights again. And he’s finally 
crawling out of Uncle Eddie’s 
shadow. 

Ever since he was a young 
boy growing up in El Paso, 
Texas, Chavo had his heart set 
on adding to the proud Guerrero 
wrestling legacy. He trained under 
the watchful eyes of his father, 
Chavo Sr., and uncles Hector and 
Mando. But Hector, Mando, and 
Chavo Sr.—big stars of the 1970s 
and early-’80s—were part of the old 
generation. Chavo learned the 
basics from his famous forebears, 
but he wanted to learn more, more, 
more. He wanted to learn all the daz- 
zling aerial maneuvers, but he also 
wanted to learn how to bend the 
rules when the opportunity present- 
ed itself. He wanted to learn when to 
brawl and when to go for a huracan- 
rana. He wanted to learn the fine art 
of self-promotion, a skill his father 
never had to master. That’s why 
Chavo turned to Uncle Eddie. 
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While Chavo was training for his 
pro debut, Eddie (then 27 years 
old) was making a name for him- 
self as one of the most despised 
heels in Mexico. Along with 
“American Love Machine” Art Barr, 
Eddie was mixing brawling with 
crisp, calculated aerial attacks. 
Eddie helped Chavo add a new 
dimension to his game. 

Chavo followed Uncle Eddie 
into WCW in 1997, and the two ran 
in separate circles. Eddie had 
become a major player. He won 
the U.S. title by beating “Diamond” 
Dallas Page in a tournament final 
in December 1996. He also traded 
the cruiserweight title with Jericho 
and Rey Misterio Jr. Meanwhile, 
Chavo was learning more and 
more in dark matches and low-pro- 
file mid-card bouts. 

The something peculiar hap- 
pened. Eddie turned his back on 
the fans and drastically altered his 
ring style. Leaner and more mus- 
cled, Eddie went back to breaking 
the rules. The change in attitude 
made Eddie a more dangerous 
competitor, though he seemed to 
lose interest in pursuing titles. 
Instead, he targeted Chavo. 

Eddie tried to persuade Chavo to 
again follow his lead and become a 
heel. When Chavo resisted, Eddie 
challenged him to a match. If Eddie 
were to win, Chavo would become 
his protege. If Chavo were to win, 
Eddie would return to his scientific 
ways. Eddie won. 

Surprisingly, Chavo quickly dis- 
covered that he liked being a heel. 
In fact, Chavo constantly recited 
his new “cheat to win” mantra and 
went out of his way to cheat in any 
way he could. Chavo’s transforma- 
tion even scared Eddie. It seemed 
like Chavo was losing his grip on 
reality, although sources close to 
the younger Guerrero claimed it 
was an elaborate head game 
Chavo was playing with his uncle 
to show him the foolishness of his 
new heel persona. 

It looked like 1998 was going to 
be a breakout year for Chavo. He 
was putting together an impressive 


Okay, so Pepe, Chavo’s wooden 
horse, met an untimely end inside a 
wood chipper long ago. That doesn’t 
mean this Guerrero can’t still show 
us his offbeat sense of humor now 
and then. 


winning streak as a heel, and his 
simmering feud with Eddie was one 
of the more interesting storylines in 
WCW at the time. Unfortunately, 
that breakout never came. 

Chavo beat Eddie in a one-on- 
one match at The Great American 
Bash 1998. A month later, Chavo 
lost a match to Stevie Ray when 
he submitted to Stevie’s opening 
handshake. On the same card, 
Chavo dropped a hair vs. hair bout 
in a rematch with Eddie, effectively 
ending their feud. At Road Wild, 
Chavo again lost to Stevie Ray ina 
feud that began when Ray ac- 
cused Chavo of stealing from his 
locker. Enter Pepe. Exit Chavo. 

“Chavo’s always been an im- 
mensely talented athlete, but | think 
he lost focus of what he was trying 
to accomplish,” said WCW broad- 
caster Mike Tenay. “The feud with 
Eddie really came too early in his 
career. | mean, Eddie already had 
international experience against 
some of the top wrestlers in the 
world. It’s a real credit to Chavo that 
he was able to compete with his 


Chavo must have learned a lot from his 
series of matches with his uncle three 
years ago. Eddie often got the better of 
him then, but Chavo came out of those 
matches smarter, more confident, and 
more determined. 


mentor just a few years after his pro 
debut. But after losing that hair vs. 
hair match, Chavo tried to establish 
his own identity. Unfortunately, he 
put too much emphasis on comedy, 
and that hurt his development. Now 
Chavo has his priorities back in 
order and he’s hitting his stride as 
cruiserweight champion.” 

Yes, following a rather forgettable 
stint in the Misfits In Action, he is 
proving himself a worthy crown jewel 
in the cruiserweight division. And he 
still has a sense of humor, although 
it's not quite as over the top as it was 
when he had Pepe with him. 

The six-way cruiserweight elimi- 
nation match got all the hype at 
SuperBrawl Revenge, but in case 
you didn’t notice, Chavo success- 
fully defended his title against five- 
time champ Rey Misterio Jr. 
Meanwhile, Eddie is searching for 
his niche in the WWF. 

It’s about time everybody real- 
ized it: Chavo Guerrero has be- 
come one of the top cruiserweights 
in the world. He shouldn't be taken 
for granted anymore. O 
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= Justin's 


ft was a. new beginning for Justin 


Credible when he stood triumphantly 
alongside X-Pac on February 12, the 
night Justin debuted in the WWF 
(opposite page). Less than four 
years earlier, he was the WWF's Aldo 
Montoya, battling Scott (not Scotty 
Too Hotty yet) Taylor (above). 


WWF. 


By Will Welsh 


HE VERY NIGHT Justin Credible debuted in ECW, the promo- 
tion’s notoriously hard-to-please fans immediately started in 
on him: 

“Al-do! Al-do! Al-do!” 

He heard the same chant the night he beat Tommy Dreamer in a 
brutal “Stairway To Hell” match at Guilty as Charged ’99. 

“Al-do! Al-do! Al-do!” 

At Anarchy Rulz °99, the event at which he truly became 
just incredible by handing the legendary Sabu a humiliating 

loss, the chant loudly 
reverberated through- 
out the Odeum Thea- 
Aldo Montoya ter in Villa Park, Illi- 
nois. 
“Al-do! Al-do! Al-do!” 
Him winning the 
ECW World tag team 
title with Lance Storm 
didn’t stop the chant, 
either. 
“Al-do! Al-do! Al-do!” 
Even his April 22, 
2000, defeat of Tommy Dreamer and subsequent reign as one 
of ECW’s most important World heavyweight champions ever 
didn’t keep fans from bringing up his egregious past. 

“Al-do! Al-do! Al-do!” 

For some reason, ECW fans loved reminding Justin Credible 
that he once wore a jockstrap on his head and was known as 
Aldo Montoya, the WWF’s “Portuguese Man O’ War.” 

In all honesty, Aldo Montoya was a ridiculous gimmick, one that 
even the most talented and seasoned wrestler couldn’t have gotten 
over. It was created during one of the WWF’s dark periods, and any 
gimmick was a step up from being plain old P.J. Walker, WWF pre- 
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liminary wrestler. 
So Credible tried. He tried 
his damnedest to make that 
silly Aldo Montoya character 
work, but no matter what he 
did and how impressive he 
looked, WWF fans of the early- 
to mid-’90s were not about to 
get behind a guy who used a 
jockstrap as headgear. That’s 
why in 1997, feeling like he was desperately in need 
of a change of scenery and image makeover, 
Credible asked for his release from the WWF and 
hooked up with ECW. Maybe there, Credible 
thought, he could get a fresh start. 
Get a fresh start Credible did, but not before the 
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annoying chants of “Al-do! Al-do!” started emanat- 
ing from the stands. 

“ECW fans are a different breed,” Credible said. 
“I gave everything | had to that company—my blood 
and sweat went to entertaining those fans—but they 
always gave me a hard time. No matter what | did, | 


heard that damn chant coming from the stands. 
That’s why | became a World tag team champi- 
on and then the World champion—to prove 
them wrong, to prove to them that | was better 
than what they. saw from me in the WWF.” 

lf it’s true that it was the ECW fans who 
pushed Credible to succeed, he’ll be hard- 
pressed to find the same kind of motivation in 
the WWF. The majority of today’s WWF fans 


don’t even remember or know that Aldo Mon- 
toya ever existed, let alone know that the bald- 
headed, obstinate newcomer from ECW was the 
man under the ridiculous mask. 

To Credible, that doesn’t matter. He has to 
prove that his ultra-successful run in ECW 
wasn’t a fluke. He also has to prove to himself 
that the infamous legacy of Aldo Montoya is for- 
gotten once and for all. 

It won’t be easy. 

Many of the same men Credible wrestled and 
struggled against in ECW are now vital parts of the 
WWF roster. Raven, during the short time the two 
men spent together in ECW, brutalized Credible on 
numerous occasions. So did Tazz. And though 
Credible and Lance Storm reigned as two of the 


° 


best ECW World tag team champions ever, they 
never once beat The Dudley Boyz for the belts. 

It’s these men whom Credible will likely have to 
take on first. If he gets by them, he’ll receive shots 
at other WWF wrestlers. 

“It'll be interesting to see how Justin Credible fits 
in around here,” said former WWF World champion 
Sgt. Slaughter, now a WWF road agent. “When he 
started with the WWF the first time, he was 19 and 
had an awful lot to learn. From what 
I've seen of his work in ECW, he cer- 
tainly improved while he was there. 
But now he has to step up and prove 
that he really belongs with the fed.” 

One man Credible would be smart 
to take notes from would be Bob 
“Hardcore” Holly. Holly was bogged 
down with the asinine Sparky Plugg 
character early in his WWF career 
and had a hell of a time living it down 
(his short stint as Bodacious Bob, a 
member of The New Midnight (fx- - 
press, didn’t help his cause, either). 
But with some persistence, a little 
bleach, some added muscle, and a 
huge attitude adjustment, Holly was 
able to put his days as a babyface 
race car driver behind him. Virtually 
overnight, Sparky Plugg was forgot- 
ten and ol’ Hardcore was all the rage. 

Without even trying to, Credible © 
may have already started to copy 
Holly’s formula. Facially, Credible is 
unrecognizable as the former Mon- 
toya. He’s also packed on some mus- 
cle since his last stint in the WWF. 
And is there a man with a nastier and 
-| more despicable attitude? 

“A lot of the WWF fans might not 
know who I am right now,” Credible 
said, “but they’re gonna get to know 
me. real fast. | failed to make a big impact in the 
WWF last time, and there is no way in hell I’m going 
to let that happen again. No matter what it takes, the 
name Justin Credible will be synonymous with 
WWF success.” 

One noticeable difference between Credible’s 
first night in ECW and his first night back in the 
WWF: The WWF fans at the Continental Airlines 
Arena in New Jersey weren’t chanting, “Al-do! Al- 
do! Al-do!” They weren’t chanting, “Just an [exple- 
tive]!” either. 

Instead, they were chanting, “E-C-W! E-C-W! E-C- 
Ww!” 

Credible will be fortunate if that’s the only chant 
he’s struggling to live down a few months from 
now. O 
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By Harry Burkett 


o, we don’t want it. You 
| take it ... The legal 
wrangling between Turn- 
er Broadcasting Service and 
Fusient Media Ventures contin- 
ued throughout February, with 
both sides trying to iron out the 
details of a mutually bene- 
ficial transaction. That’s 
difficult to do, however, 
when the company in ques- 
tion is losing about $60- 
million per year. 

TBS believes it is entitled 
to certain types of revenue, 
but desperately wants to 
unload WCW. Fusient Media 
Ventures—with Eric Bischoff 
as the liaison—believes 
WCW represents a prime 
investment opportunity, but 
wants TBS to absorb as 
much as the debt as possi- 
ble before the company 
changes ownership. Some 
contend that Fusient is 
engaging in stalling tactics 
to force TBS into more con- 
cessions. 

There is little doubt that 
Fusient, and not TBS, is the 
best hope for WCW. If TBS 
is forced to keep WCW, its 
parent company—AOL Time 
Warner—might very well 
decide to shut down the 
company altogether. 

Everyone except Vince 
McMahon must be hoping 
that this won’t happen. The 
good news is the pending 
arrival of WCW’s new owners 
was still being mentioned 
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der in March. And Bischoff attends 
most booking meetings and TV 
tapings. 

Xtremely Failing League? As 
of the fifth week of the XFL sea- 
son, the overall ratings for the 
football broadcasts on NBC had 


Just about everyone assumed once Fusient Media 
Ventures announced it was purchasing WCW and rein- 
stalling Eric Bischoff as president that the deal would 
go through. It wasn’t looking like a sure thing in early- 
routinely on Nitro and Thun- March. 


fallen by more than 60 percent 
since its debut. The XFL debuted 
with a very impressive 10.3 on 
February 3, dropped to 5.1 on 
February 10, sank to 3.8 on 
February 17, and dropped below a 
3.0 during the first weekend of 
March. NBC’s Saturday night 
movies, which had previously 
filled that timeslot, scored an aver- 
age of 7.7. 

Unfortunately, the latest ratings 
were far below the numbers 
promised to advertisers. Honda 
Motor Company pulled its com- 
mercials, while other advertisers 
were compensated with extra air 
time to compensate for the ratings 
shortfall. 

The news of the February 17 
broadcast followed the 
heavily criticized February 
10 game, which went into 
double-overtime and 
forced Saturday Night 
Live—hosted by Jennifer 
Lopez—to air 45 minutes 
late. 

Terri Ritenour, a sports 
analyst for Paul Kagan 
Associates, was cautiously 
optimistic during an inter- 
view with Reuters. “It could 
bounce back. They’re still 
trying to capture an audi- 
ence. It’s a_ fledgling 
league. Three weeks is not 
enough of a judge.” 

Since NBC is _ half- 
owner of the league, the 
network will be more 
patient with XFL broad- 
casts than with other pro- 
grams. In fact, NBC has a 
made a two-year commit- 
ment to the XFL—unless 
a prolonged ratings dis- 
aster is imminent, which 
is a distinct possibility. 
Another option is broad- 
casting the games during 
the day or shifting its 
schedule to CNBC. The 
XFL, however, probably 
couldn't survive only on 
UPN and TNN, which also 
broadcast XFL games. 


“I think it’s over,” media ana- 
lyst Paul Schulman told the 
Associated Press. “I don’t think 
there’s any hope for this thing, 
and | don’t think they can 
change it unless they take the 
uniforms off and have them 
wrestle.” 

Music to the WWF’s ears ... 
WWF The Music: Volume 5 
debuted at number two on the 
Billboard Top 200, just behind 
Shaggy’s Hotshot and knocking 
The Beatles’ 7 to number three. It 
was a fabulous showing for the 
first release from WWFE’s 
Smackdown Records, which pro- 
duced the CD in conjunction with 
KOCH Records. Worldwide distri- 
bution consisted of 1.5 million 
copies. 

The Rock makes his vocal 
debut on the CD with his song 
“Pie.” It also includes 13 en- 
trance themes, including Mo- 
torhead’s version of Triple-H’s 
theme, “The Game.” WWF The 
Music: Volume 5 is already cer- 
tified gold in the United States, 
Canada, and the United King- 
dom, and is approaching that 
status in Australia and Chile. 

Said Smackdown Records 
President Ron McCarrell: “As the 
first release under the new 
Smackdown Records label, it 
must be noted that WWF The 
Music: Volume 5 had the strong- 
est debut of any previously re- 
leased World Wrestling Fed- 
eration-branded CD.” 

That’s very impressive, con- 
sidering Volume 4 went plat- 
inum. 

Is he or isn’t he? There were 
several reports in late-February 
that Mike Tyson would not battle 
Naoya Ogawa in a UFC-style 
fight or any other form of com- 
bat. Both the Associated Press 
and espn.com reported that sev- 
eral people in the Tyson camp 
denied that promoter Antonio 
Inoki had made any such deal 
with the former heavyweight box- 
ing champion. 

During a press conference at 


the Narita Airport, Inoki insisted 
the showdown would happen. For 
a man who didn’t make a deal, he 
certainly had plenty of details to 
report. He said Tyson would 
receive five million yen and 
Ogawa would receive four million. 
The pay-per-view would emanate 
from the Tokyo Dome on June 16 
or 17 and later would be available 
in the United States and on the 
Internet. 

Inoki stated the U.S. PPV 
date hadn’t been determined 
yet. Inoki said Tyson believed he 
could win with one punch. He 
said Ogawa was confident be- 
cause of the “open fight” format, 
as opposed to a strict boxing 
match. Inoki promised more 
information in a formal press 
conference slated for mid- 
March. O 


WWFE STOCKWATCH 


(For the period of February 1-28, 2001) 


30-Day High: 21.59 on February 1 

30-Day Low: 13.50 on February 26 and 28 

52-Week High: 22.50 on September 5 and 14, 2000 

52-Week Low: 12.25 on March 8, 14, and 16, 2000 

The price of WWFE stock dropped with each passing week of the first 
XFL season. Expectations may have been raised too high when curious 
viewers gave the XFL a very high rating for its inaugural NBC broadcast 
on February 3. Ratings for the fledgling league have been plummeting 
ever since. The bad publicity for the XFL has fueled concerns that the 
league may not survive, which has adversely affected WWFE stock. 

WWFE’s multimedia integration continues to succeed, however. Yukes 
Company of Japan has developed WWF Smackdown 3 for Playstation 2, 
due for release in the fall. The game features 35 wrestlers, 78 styles of 
matches, and 1,000 different maneuvers, complete with play-by-play com- 


mentary. 


Game Boy Color now boasts a WWF game developed by Way 
Forward Technologies. Taking the federation’s action-adventure theme to 
a higher level, the object of the game is not only to capture the WWF 
championship, but also to rescue the kidnapped Stephanie McMahon. 
Unfortunately, there are no bonus points for leaving her captive. 

MediaBrowser Inc. launched several WWF-brand browsers that are 
video-enabled and graphic-rich. They range from general WWF themes to 
browsers designed with individual superstars in mind. So far, The Rock's 
browser has been hyped the most on WWF programs. MediaBrowser 
released dozens of branded Web browsers in February in cooperation 
with Nintendo of America, Lucasfilm, the New York Jets, and other enti- 
ties. Merging name brands with innovative software developments is the 
latest trend, and a comfortable one for WWFE investors. 


The Rock has so many things of which he 
can be proud. He’s a six-time WWF champ 
and a movie star, and now a CD on which 
he made his recording debut has made a 
big impact on the Billboard charts. 
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THE MONDAY NIGHT NUMBERS (Note: Each ratings point represents 750,000 households.) 


FEBRUARY 5 
1Q 6Q 7Q 


Raw — 3.9 48 49 
Nitro 24 25 2.8 27 2.3 1.8 1.9 
*Head-to-head composite 


Tuesday Morning Quarterback: Raw dropped below 4.0 in a quarter 
hour for the first time in a long time in 50. The WWF’s relatively poor 
showing in 50 suggests that either the “opening angle” segments are 
turing fans off or that viewers do not turn to TNN punctually at 9:00; 


9Q 10Q 11Q 12Q OR 
5.7 5.5 5.4 5.0 5.7 


Composite 
5.0 (4.6*) 
2.3 (2.1*) 


there are probably some fans still watching Nitro. The first segment of 
Raw featured a solid match, Chris Jericho vs. Matt Hardy, that should 
have been a high ratings-getter. The conclusion of WCW World champi- 
on Scott Steiner vs. Dallas Page was formidable competition, however. 


THE MONDAY NIGHT NUMBERS 


FEBRUARY 12 
5Q 7Q 
3.9 43 46 
25 2.0 1.6 i! 


Tuesday Morning Quarterback: Raw dropped to 3.9 in 50 again this 
week, although it featured a hot segment with Triple-H, Rikishi, 
Steve Austin, and The Rock that degenerated into a brawl. Nitro suf- 
fered during 6Q at the conclusion of Billy Kidman vs. Elix Skipper, 


8Q 
48 
2.0 


9Q 10Q «=611Q +#12Q OR 
5.2 5.1 5.1 4.9 5.3 


Composite 
4.8 (4.4*) 
2.6 (1.8*) 


dropping to 1.6. Its main event, featuring WCW champ Scott Steiner 
vs. Kevin Nash, barely mustered a 2.0. That was an especially poor 
showing, considering that it was touted as a potential pay-per-view 
main event. 


THE MONDAY NIGHT NUMBERS 


FEBRUARY 19 


3.6 4.5 48 
1.9 1.6 17 


Tuesday Morning Quarterback: \t Raw’s drop to 3.6 in 50—which 
featured The Undertaker vs. D-Von Dudley vs. Christian—con- 
cerned the WWF, then Nitro’s failure to surpass the 2.0 mark in 
its entire second hour had to be downright frightening for WCW. 
Then again, Rick Steiner vs. Lash LeRoux, Lance Storm vs. Hugh 


45 5.3 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.3 
1.9 — _ = = = 


9Q 100 HOS 120" OR Composite 
4.8 (4.4") 


2.0 (1.8*) 


Morrus, and Dallas Page vs. Chris Kanyon weren't particularly 
strong matches. Nifro’s overall rating was a dismal 2.0. With no 
opposition, Raw remained above 5.0 during its second hour. 
Head-to-head, both companies scored the same as the previous 
week. 


THE MONDAY NIGHT NUMBERS 


FEBRUARY 26 
1Q 7Q 
- 4.4 4.9 5.1 
Nitro 2.1 ‘ 2.4 2.6 2.2 1.8 1.6 


Tuesday Morning Quarterback: No Way Out, which aired the 
night before, boosted Raw’s opening segment numbers to a 4.4. 
Vince and Stephanie McMahon’s slopping of Trish Stratus 
scored a 5.6, tying with WWF champion The Rock and Kurt 
Angle vs. “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin and Triple-H, which aired 


8Q 9Q 
5.2 5.6 5.2 5.2 5.1 5.6 
1.6 = = 


100" 11Q 12Q" OR Composite 
5.1 (4.9") 


ee hae aD 2.4 (1.8") 


during the overrun segment. Still, Raw’s average overall rating 
has dropped approximately a half-point during the past month. 
Nitro aired a rare overrun segment (only one minute long), fea- 
turing the conclusion of Jeff Jarrett vs. Dustin Rhodes, and 
scored a 2.2. 


OTHER BIG THREE NETWORK & CABLE SHOWS 


(For weeks ending February 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2001, respectively) 


WWE 
Smackdown (UPN): 4.0, 4.0, 4.3, 4.5* 


wcw 


Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.9, 2.1, 1.7, 1.8 
Livewire (TNN): 1.2, 1.2, 1.0, 1.2 
Superstars (TNN): 1.2, 1.2, 1.0, 1.2 
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Thunder (TBS): 2.1, 2.0, 1.9, 1.5 


*Broadcast ratings 


THE PUBLISHING EVENT OF A LIFETIME! 


remember. Sounds good. Now 
try to do it. Try as you might, 


2000! the new millennium, you’d 


to keep track of it all! 


Well, what do you know .. 


world title changes in the sport’s Big Three! 
THE NEWS EVENTS OF THE YEAR! EXCLUSIVE ACTION PINUPS! 


THE YEAR’S MOST CONTROVERSIAL QUOTES! 
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This issue (dated Spring 2001) is available right now, but it is 


a sure-fire newsstand sellout. We’ve put aside a limited num- 3 
ber of copies for mail order. But act quickly. These won't last : 


long either! 


The year 2000 was a year to 


you won’t be able to! So much 3 
Ge wow BY Pye ins happened in the first year of : 


need a 180-page magazine : 


The editors of Pro Wrestling : 
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enough to remember every detail of a year in which there were 28 . 
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ORE PROBLEMS. Ric 

Flair is a lot of things. But 

of course you now that by 
now. I mean, you know he likes to 
surround himself with beautiful 
women, that he’s a questionable 
father, and that he’s a big-time cheater 
in the wrestling ring. You know he 
has a big mouth and a gigantic ego. 
You probably don’t know that he is 
now being accused of saying some- 
thing “racially hostile.” 

An organization called the Jap- 
anese American Citizens League com- 
plained about Ric Flair’s use of the 
term “Jap slap” during a Monday 
Nitro broadcast in March. Flair was 
standing in the aisle, doing an inter- 
view, when he threatened to “Jap 
slap” a fan. The remark was censored 
on the Nitro broadcast, but heard in 
the arena. 

“You can achieve entertainment 
value by avoiding the use of racially 
charged language,” wrote Gary 
Mayeda, the national vice president 
for membership of the JACL. “This 
type of racially hostile comment can- 
not be overlooked in light of the com- 
placency this company has had toward 
racial issues in the past. I urge you to 
stop the racially charged scripting. It 
is offensive and does not add to the 
entertainment value of your program 
or your business.” 

Well, I’d like to point out a few 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


things here. First of all, WCW had an 
African-American champion (Ron 
Simmons) long before the WWF did, 
and a Japanese champion long before 
the WWE did (Gi- 
ant Baba). It also 
has had something 
the WWF has never 
had: a Jewish- 
American champion 
(Bill Goldberg). 
Second of all, these 
remarks are offen- 
sive. Third of all, 
they do add to the 
entertainment value 
of Nitro. In fact, on 
some nights, they’re 
the only entertain- 
ment value on 
Nitro. 

Okay, maybe that 
last remark was off- 
base, and it might 
result in me receiv- 
ing a nasty letter 
from Mr. Mayeda. 
But the way I see it, 
Ric Flair using the 
term “Jap slap” is 
not nearly as bad as 
John McCain refer- 
ring to the Japanese 
as “gooks” during 
the 2000 Republican 
presidential prima- 


ry. That’s not saying either remark is 
okay. It’s just that, well, I don’t think 
Flair meant to be racially offensive 
when he made his remark, and I’m 
pretty sure that McCain did mean to be 
racially offensive when he made his 
remark. 

Besides, from my Jewish point of 
view, Flair wasn’t using the term “Jap 
slap.” He was using the term “JAP 
slap,” as in the way a Jewish- 
American Princess might slap some- 
body (a cheap boyfriend, a girl who 
makes the moves on her husband). 
Please, where are the Jewish anti- 
defamation leagues when we need 
them? 

* KX 

I hope you guessed that my com- 
ments in the previous section (from 
the sentence “Third of all ...”. down) 
were utter nonsense. If you agree with 
anything I wrote in that final two 
paragraphs plus one sentence, then 
you’ve probably been watching too 


You don’t have to go through 
many Ric Flair highlight tapes to 
find examples of him getting agi- 
tated while doing an interview. He 
makes his share of inflammatory 
remarks, included one 

that irked a group 

called the Jap- 

anese American 

Citizens League. 


It wasn’t his wrestling that initially got Val Venis over in the WWF. It was his racy 
sexual innuendo. Dave Rosenbaum insists the lack of emphasis on in-ring action in 
wrestling could hurt the business in the long run. 


much wrestling lately. You’ve been 
desensitized. 

Listen, I’m not one of those politi- 
cally correct jerks who jumps on 
everything everybody says. But it just 
seems to me that when any entertainer 
(whether it’s a songwriter, a novelist, 
a comedian, or a pro wrestler) has to 
resort to cheap racial and sexual 
remarks to draw attention, then some- 
thing’s very wrong. It’s just too easy 
to call people names and make sexual 
innuendoes. 

Really, I don’t think Flair meant to 
be offensive when he used the term 
“Jap slap.” I don’t think he was refer- 
ring to Japanese people or Jewish peo- 
ple. I don’t think he ever thought 
about the remark in racial terms. I 
think he just used the phrase because, 
unfortunately, such terms have be- 
come commonplace. 

Taking this easy way out in at- 
tracting attention is the reason the 
XFL was so roundly criticized by the 
mainstream media. I have no prob- 
lem with the XFL. I love some of its 
rule changes. I don’t think the NFL 
or traditional football is so sacred 
that it can’t use a few changes, a lit- 
tle tweaking here and there. The 


NFL would be a better league if it 
adopted some of the XFL’s rules 
(just like the NBA became a better 
league when it adopted some of the 
American Basketball Association’s 
rules). 

What’s wrong with the XFL is the 
same thing that’s often wrong with 
wrestling: It takes the easy way out. 
Scantily clad cheerleaders. Trash-talk- 
ing players. An emphasis on violence. 
Announcers whose remarks are more 
outlandish than insightful. 

By now you’re probably saying, 
“Wait a second. This is Rosenbaum 
talking. Isn’t he the same guy who, 10 
years ago, couldn’t stop ogling Missy 
Hyatt?” 

Yes, that’s true. But I ogled Missy 
Hyatt between matches. 

I’ve said this before, but I'll say it 
again: The action in the ring has be- 
come the sideshow. In the short run, 
that might have been good for wres- 
tling. More people started paying 
attention. But in the long run, it has to 
hurt. You have to give people some 
meat. There has to be some substance. 

I think what Mr. Mayeda was real- 
ly saying was, “Focus on the product. 
Pro wrestling.” O 
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Edge is the superstar who entertains you every week, not Adam 
Copeland. Yes, it’s true that Adam Copeland is Edge’s real 
name, but does the fact that you know this and other little facts 
about him qualify you as an insider? 
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HE LAST TIME | went to Jersey, | had a good 
time talking with Devon ...” 
“Devon who?” | interrupted. 

“Oh, Devon. You know, Crowbar. He couldn’t talk 
for very long because he had to go in the back and get 
ready for a match. But anyway, Devon said he didn’t 
care for the way his character was going, and he was 
hoping that a new angle would come along ...” 

| just let the guy keep talking ... and talking ... and 
talking. 

This was my latest encounter with a “smart” fan. 
There’s nothing wrong with being smart to the busi- 
ness. It’s definitely better than being completely igno- 
rant. But too many fans are using inside knowledge to 
falsely represent themselves as experts. To borrow 
their own terminology, they’re using that knowledge to 
get themselves “over.” 

To get themselves over with whom? Anybody and 
everybody. It can be with co-workers, classmates, or 
even fellow cyber-geeks in Internet chat rooms. 
Because these fans know the lingo, their friends might 
assume they “know” Steve Austin or Scott Steiner or, 
if not, that they know as much about the business as 
the real insiders do. 

Consider the smart fan | encountered recently. He 
wasn’t content to refer to “Crowbar.” That would be 
too “markish.” So he used Crowbar’s previous name, 
Devon Storm, which isn’t even Crowbar’s real name. 
“Devon Storm” sounds more like a real name, but it’s 
not. If he was trying to impress me, it didn’t work. It 
made his entire story seem less than credible. | know 
Crowbar’s rea/ real name, but I’m not going to satisfy 
the smart fans with another bit of trivia if they don’t 
already know it. 

During a WCW house show, a fan nudged me and 
pointed to “Diamond” Dallas Page. “You probably 
don’t know it, but Dallas Page isn’t his real name. It’s 
Page Falkinburg.” | was waiting to hear how DDP was 
good friends with Jon Bon Jovi. | didn’t, but | still 
couldn’t help thinking, Thanks for the tip, pal. I'll send 
you a card explaining how that juicy tidbit changed 
my life. 

It isn’t just the smart fans themselves who grate on 
my nerves. | don’t like how the Internet plays to these 
people. Many Web sites cater to this insatiable craving 
for insider knowledge by virtue of their writing styles. 
Here’s an example: 

“Edge (Adam Copeland) sat in on commentary with 
‘The King’ (Jerry Lawler) and J.R. (James Ross). He 
made fun of Undertaker (Mark Calloway) and Kane 
(Glen Jacobs).” 

Not only am | against the blatant overuse of paren- 
theses, but | also don’t understand why the wrestler’s 
real name must be referred to in every instance. It’s 
like reading a movie video guide: “Rhett (Clark Gable) 
told Scarlett (Vivien Leigh) that he didn’t give a damn.” 

Frankly, | don’t give a damn about Edge’s real 


name. It isn’t as if Adam Copeland is play- 
ing Edge this week, and he’ll be playing 
Willie Loman on pay-per-view next week. 
Wrestlers don’t change their characters in 
the same manner as actors and actress- 
es. Edge is his professional name, just as 
Eminem is the professional name of 
Marshall Mathers III. 

As a wrestling fan, Edge is of interest 
to me because he appears on Raw and 
Smackdown. Adam Copeland? If | wanted 
to know about him, I’d peer through his 
living room window. Adam Copeland is a 
person, like you and me. Edge is the tal- 
ented superstar. Some smart fans don’t 
know the difference. 

Here’s another pet peeve. | don’t like 
how fans incorporate insider language 
into the vernacular. “Will you have heat 
with your mom if you stay up late?” “Will 
you put me over with that girl in the next 
cubicle?” “Hey, dude, are you working me 
or telling me the truth?” 

| hate insider terms. | suppose it’s the 
writer in me. Why is “bleed” any harder to 
say than “juice”? | don’t like slang when 
real words suffice. Insider terms are used 
in every industry, usually as a means to 
keep the general population ignorant. It’s 
elitist and unnecessary, and it corrupts 
the language. 

| resent the smugness more than any- 
thing else. Some smart fans make fun of 
those who prefer a more traditional ap- 
proach. | actually care about who wins 
and loses, and | like immersing myself in 
a good storyline. Others want to dissect 
the product with discussions of work 
rates, crowd pops, and quarter-hour rat- 
ings. Those discussions have their place, 
but fans shouldn't let it interfere with the 
sheer entertainment of it all. 

The need for insider information feeds 
on itself. What happens when you've 
found out everything there is to know? 
There is the danger that wrestling’s smart 
fans will begin acting like obsessed Star 
Trek fans. | remember one interview with 
Captain Kirk (William Shatner). He dis- 
cussed the fanatical nature of Trekkies, 
and how amazed he was at their attention 
to minute detail. “What was the purpose 


All you had to do was read DDP’s book to find out his real name is Page 
Falkinburg, yet some “smart” fans think highly of themselves because they’ve 
known that for years. They may have been disappointed to discover Jeff 
Jarrett’s real name is ... Jeff Jarrett. 


of that little smirk in episode 55?” or “Did you get a__what he wears to bed ... what kind of toothpaste he 
haircut just before the ‘Galileo Seven’ episode?” uses. Somewhere, there’s a fan who'd be proud to 

Wrestling fans are heading down that slippery know the number of dimples on Mick Foley’s back- 
slope. Now that you know Edge’s real name, you'll _ side. 


want to know where he lives ... what he drives ... And that’s a shoot. Oo 
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By Dan Murphy 


Unfortunately, the deadline for 
this column was about four days 
ago, and unless I crank something out, 


I WORK BEST under deadline. 


While most of ECW’s top stars have been snatched up by the 
WWF, mid-carders like Roadkill and Danny Doring remain 
available. Dan Murphy suggests that the Big Two take long 
looks at some of the company’s less heralded standouts. 


58 a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


“Diamond” Dave Lenker is going to 
track me down and lock me in his 
feared Lenker-lock submission hold 
(I’m told it’s something like the old 
Weaver-lock, but with 
Lenker executing it 
rather than Johnny 
Weaver). Apparently, 
it doesn’t matter that 
ECW is in limbo, 
WCW was running on 
fumes until Fusient 
Media Ventures made 
the sale final, and (as 
of this writing) Wres- 
tleMania is still weeks 
away. Lenker wants a 
column, so a column 
he’s going to get. Let 
me take this opportuni- 
ty to empty out the old 
notebook and com- 
ment on a few goings- 
on. 

WE GOT YOUR 
TALENT RIGHT 
HERE. With ECW 
seemingly dead in the 
water, the WWF and 
WCW are snatching 
up all the talent they 
can grab at bargain 
basement prices. Justin 
Credible has already 
joined the WWF, and 
ECW World champion 
Rhino had taken part 
in a few dark matches 
as of this writing. 
Yoshihiro Tajiri and 
Jerry Lynn will be on 
board by the time you 
read this, while Super 


Crazy doesn’t seem to know where he’s 
going. Johnny Swinger is in the WCW 
cruiserweight division. And Steve 
Corino and Kid Kash appear to be 
WCW-bound. The rest of the boys (and 
girls) are taking any indy dates they can 
get. 

Those are the free agents everyone’s 
talking about, which is well and good. 
Still, I’m more interested in what’s 
going to happen to some of the dark 
horse prospects. Sinister Minister has 
superstar potential if either of the Big 
Two could just remember how to let a 
manager be a manager again. C.W. 
Anderson could wrestle a burlap sack 
and turn it into a pretty good match. I 
still think Little Guido needs new tights 
(they’re a little too close to a Speedo for 
my liking), but “The Sicilian Shooter” 
could have some great matches with 
Dean Malenko or Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
Danny Doring and Roadkill would be 
tailor-made for the WWF if McMahon 
kept them together. 

Hey, Rob Van Dam is a great talent, 
but ECW was loaded with some real 
gems. I hope the Big Two scouts look 
deep enough to find them. 

ENOUGH XFL ALREADY! The 
only thing more irritating than the 
WWP’s nonstop XFL hype is the main- 
stream media’s knee-jerk, Pavlovian 
attacks on Vinnie Mac’s latest brain- 
child. After the first XFL broadcast on 
NBC drew a 10 in the ratings, the mor- 
alists took it as yet another sign that our 
country’s values have gone straight to 
hell. Two weeks later, the press was 
calling the XFL a failure when ratings 
slipped into the 3.0 range. 

For one thing, you have to remember 
the XFL is made up of eight expansion 
teams. It’s going to take a while for 
them to gel and for team rivalries to 
develop. When you get past the on-the- 
field cameras (which I like), miked hud- 
dles (which I like a lot), and opening 
footrace in lieu of a coin toss (which I 
also like), it’s still just football. It’s not 
the decline of Western civilization. It’s 
not a return to the days of the gladiators. 

It’s just a shame McMahon has 
played right into his critics’ hands. I 
think the NFL product has grown stale 
through parity. The Ravens-Giants 
Super Bowl clash was abysmal, and 


with salaries skyrocketing so far out of 
the realm of reality, a lot of blue-collar 
fans are finding it more difficult to cheer 
on the hometown team. So what does 
Vinnie Mac, that marketing genius, base 
his entire advertising campaign around? 
Cheerleaders! Vince, people don’t 
watch football to see the cheerleaders. 
They watch G-String Divas on HBO if 
they want to see scantily clad women. 
Instead of promoting your product, 
you’ve managed to offend a large per- 
centage of your demographic right 
away. Now that’s the promoter who 
brought us the World Bobybuilding 
Federation! 

A WHOLE NEW DWEAM, 
BABY! If ever a wrestler needed an 
image change, it’s Dustin Rhodes. First 
off, Dustin, drop the leather pants (not 


literally, of course). You may not be 
Dusty, but you’re still a big boy, and— 
well, red leather slacks just ain’t flatter- 
ing. And considering your father was 
one of the greatest wrestlers of all-time 
and the fact that you now have more 
than 10 years of experience, couldn’t 
you develop a better move than a run- 
ning kick to the family jewels? Even the 
bulldog is better than that. 

Seriously, it is good to see Dusty and 
Dustin have settled their differences. 
Judging from the reaction big Dust got 
when he jawed with Ric Flair on Nitro 
recently, Dustin would be well-advised 
to get Daddy a manager’s license and 
put him in his corner full-time. 

JUST HOPE HE DOESN’T 
CALL HIMSELF “NATURE BOY,” 
TOO. First there was Buddy Rogers. 


Then Ric Flair. Then Buddy Landell. 
And, of course, there’s “Black Nature 
Boy” Scoot Andrews, who is taking the 
whole lame nickname just a step too far 
in my opinion. 

Anyway, on a recent NWA Florida 
card, Bobby Rogers—billed as the orig- 
inal NB’s grandson—made an im- 
promptu appearance in hopes of making 
a statement. Rogers, who, unlike his 
“gramps,” sports purple hair and dons 
Hawaiian shirts, went on to say that he 
once respected the NWA, but the NWA 
is no longer the future of wrestling. 
Rogers then launched into a tirade on 
why he should be respected—until 
NWA Florida Commissioner Buddy 
Colt interrupted. Colt said (get this) you 
have to earn respect and challenged 
Rogers to a match at an upcoming 
show. 

Bobby, keep the purple hair and 
Hawaiian shirts. But please don’t put 
on a rhinestone robe, do the Fargo 
strut, or use the figure-four leglock. 
Please. O 


YUU DUNT 


iv 
VOTE 


Help PW/ pick the MOST 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN in the 
history of wrestling! Our 
130-PAGE SPECIAL profiles the 
100 top candidates ... You make 
the ULTIMATE DECISION? 


COMING 


JUNE 19! 


For some reason, Dustin Rhodes has made red leather pants his ring attire of choice 
lately. The Murph suggests that he consider some different outfits as soon as possible. 
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SCOTT STEINER 


Years Pro: 14 
Size: 61”, 275 
“PWI500” Listings: 2000—12 
1999—17 
1998—92 
1997—30 
1996—15 
1995—15 
1994—20 
1993—10 
1992—8 
1991—6 
Titles: WCW World 
WCW U.S. (2 times) 
NWA/WCW World tag team (6 times) 
WWF World tag team (2 times) 
IWGP International tag team (2 times) 
NWA U.S. tag team 
NWA/WCW TV (2 times) 
Championship Wrestling Association heavyweight 
World Wrestling Association heavyweight 
World Wrestling Association tag team 
PWI/ Awards: Match of the Year: 
Winner (1991) 
ist runner-up (1993) 
Most Improved: 
Winner (1989) 
Rookie of the Year: 
3rd runner-up (1988) 
Tag Team of the Year: 
Winner (1990, 1993) 
ist runner-up (1997) 
2nd runner-up (1991, 1992, 1996) 
3rd runner-up (1995) 
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THEINUMBERS | 


Offense (9.0): In terms of offense, Steiner was the 
most innovative wrestler in the business at one time. 
He has sacrificed speed and agility for freakish muscu- 
lature, which isn’t much help when executing a 
Frankensteiner or dropkick. Still, he never won a world 
title while executing dropkicks and huracanranas, did 
he? 

Defense (10.0): Musclemen are usually associated 
with offense rather than defense, but Steiner has an 
unusual background for a bodybuilder: He was an All- 
American wrestler at the University of Michigan. His T- 
bone suplex reverses an opponent’s momentum 
quickly. 

Experience (10.0): Only injuries have forced the 
Michigan native out of the spotlight over the past 14 
years. He has been a titleholder in WCW, the WWF, 
and New Japan. Respected and feared at home and 
abroad, Steiner has a stellar international background. 

Conditioning (10.0): Critics are wrong to 

describe Steiner as totally undisciplined. It 

», takes a goal-oriented individual to do the 

_ repetitions and follow the diet necessary 

to acquire 26-inch biceps. His transfor- 

mation over three years’ time has been 
nothing short of amazing. 

Science (10.0): While Olympic 
gold medalist Kurt Angle is the 
most heralded amateur wrestler 
to make it big in the pro ranks, 
f ) having won the World title less 
than a year into his WWF ca- 
reer, Steiner is an amateur 
standout in his own right. He 


f 
i 


® : Scott Steiner thrives not 
on beating opponents like 
Kevin Nash, but Aurting 
them and hearing them 
scream out in agony. That 
could be considered either 
a strength or a weakness. 


eon 


placed fourth in the 1985 Midlands tournament and 
sixth in the 1986 NCAA tourney, both in the 190-pound 
class. 

Stamina (8.5): Endurance has been another casu- 
alty of Steiner's new physique. By the 10-minute mark, 
Steiner sweats profusely and occasionally has trouble 
catching his breath. Fortunately for the WCW World 
champion, his opponents are usually too battered to 
capitalize on this. 

Power (10.0): His strength overwhelmed Booker T 
and Sting. He overpowered the 6’8”, 318-pound Sid 
Vicious at times. The only two WCW stars who come 
close are Bill Goldberg, who was forced out of WCW 
temporarily, and Lex Luger, who is a fellow member of 
The Magnificent Seven. 

Speed (8.0): “Big Poppa Pump” is still capable of 
impressive flashes of speed, especially when racing to 
ringside with a lead pipe. In the ring, he can bounce off 
the ropes with the best at times. But those speedy out- 
bursts don’t last long and sometimes leave him vulner- 
able to injury. 

Ability To Absorb Punishment (9.5): Despite 
wrestling through injuries over the years, Steiner has 
rarely submitted—either as a fan favorite or heel. In a 
sign that he could be softening just a bit, Steiner is 
quick to signal for outside help from Ric Flair, Animal, 
and others in his clique. 

Quality Of Opposition (9.0): Sting. Booker T. Sid 
Vicious. They weren't simply Steiner’s opponents; they 
fell victim to his onslaught. Conspicuous by his 
absence is Bill Goldberg, who had the best shot at 
defeating the WCW World champion. He'll get another 
chance soon enough. 
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@: “Big Poppa Pump” has every reason to 
be extremely confident in his abilities. 
He must realize, however, that like 
anyone else, he can be beaten. When 
he has a chance to pin someone like 
Nash, he should do it right. 


@ : Forget all the graceful huracanranas 
and beautifully executed dropkicks. 
Steiner has found that a simple 
Straight-ahead power attack is much 
more effective. His finisher, the 
Steiner recliner, can be so 
devastating. 


@ : Is there any wrestler in the world more dangerous than 
Scott Steiner? Probably not. He’s so unpredictable. Jeff 
Jarrett might be on his side now, but given “Big Poppa’s” 
volatile nature, that could change in an instant. 
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Steiner can be 
absolutely 
ruthless when 
attacking an 
opponent such 
as Big Vito 
outside the 
ring. Once he 
has an 
opponent 
down and hurt, 
however, he 
likes to gloat 
and revel in 
the man’s 
misery. That’s 
a weakness. 


THE ANALY SIS, 


Repertoire: During the first decade 
of his career, Steiner had a well-round- 
ed repertoire that was the key to his 
success. His high-flying arsenal— 
which included Frankensteiners, drop- 
kicks, and cross-bodyblocks—is now 
all but gone. Today, he accentuates 
his power and leverage through 
Steinerlines and suplexes. His belly-to- 
belly off the top rope is particularly 
devastating. 

Strengths: Being part of a brother 
tag team and traveling around the 
world with the same image for 12 
years would make it difficult for anyone 
to change their routine. But Steiner 
didn’t hesitate to join the NWO, dump 
his brother, and radically transform 
himself into “Big Poppa Pump.” Steiner 
realizes that changing times require 
adaptability. 

Weaknesses: His darker nature 
usually gets the better of him. He’d 
rather wrench a knee with a lead pipe 
rather than attempt a pinfall. Even the 
most vicious wrestlers are usually 
smart enough to score the victory be- 
fore satisfying their sadism. Steiner 
isn’t much of a ring strategist. His exe- 
cution of scientific moves is based 
purely on instinct—not a lot of careful 
forethought. 

Defining Career Moment: After a 
very successful rookie year in the 
WWA, including a beneficial partner- 
ship with Dr. Jerry Graham, Steiner 
joined the CWA and enlisted in the 
Renegade Rampage, an ongoing tour- 
ney held throughout Tennessee. 
Steiner went through several top veter- 
ans en route to defeating Robert Fuller 
for the $250,000 purse. 

Future: Age-wise, Steiner remains 
in his prime. Despite his phenomenal 
appearance, injuries and too much 
muscle mass have ravaged his body. 
He grits his way through pain every 
day, only to loosen up a few minutes 
before match time. Once in the ring, 
however, he’s the most dangerous and 
destructive force in WCW. Barring 
another injury, he should dominate for 
at least another year. 
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_this month in... 
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2001 INSIDERS’ POLL 
| 


The Undertaker 


Wresiler 


pericnotplics 


erious Withdrawal Symptoms 
Are in Store! 


Let this be a warning to all you Jerichoholics: | Who's the sexiest woman in wrestling? The 
CHRIS JERICHO, your hero, is about to sexiest man? Pound-for-pound, who is the 
betray you. He has to betray you and turn world’s best wrestler? How long will it take 
heel if he is finally going to step up to that ERIC BISCHOFF to make WCW a serious 
elite level of the WWF ... Do you miss THE | rival to the WWF again? Who are the MVPs 
UNDERTAKER of old—the macabre, sinister | of the WWF, WCW, and ECW? Who is the 


Undertaker? A lot of people miss him. Fear world’s most dangerous wrestler? We'll 
not, because we don’t think (and many in the | answer all these questions and many, many 
WWF agree) it'll be long before he’s back! ... |. more in our ninth annual “PW/ Poll” ... Don’t 

Have you figured out who’s really in charge miss an insightful and humorous “Press 
in WCW? We tried to make sense of the RIC | Conference” with RIC FLAIR ... Find out how 

FLAIR-CAT-MIKE SANDERS-LANCE “STONE-COLD” STEVE AUSTIN did when 
STORM mess for you! we featured him in “The Wrestling Analyst.” 
All this—and much more!— All this—and much more!— 
in the July 2001 issue of in the June 2001 issue of 
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“My superhero sidekick would be 
Paul E. Heymanously, and his 

. super power would be his ability 

to extract a golden horseshoe 
from his rectum at will.” 


What’s something that 
almost nobody knows about 
Paul Heyman? 
No comment. 


If you were forced to get a 
piercing, what would you get 
pierced? 

The least painful thing that 
would not be visible. 


What's the stupidest thing 
you’ve ever said or done on 
the air? 

| plugged my fraternity’s happy 
hour while doing my very first call for 
an independent promotion about 
eight years ago. However, | did 
make a few bucks on the deal, so, in 
retrospect, | made more money off 
the happy hour than | did off calling 
the match. And | went on to be the 
voice of ECW, which turned out to 
be fairly lucrative. So, in retrospect, it 
probably wasn’t that stupid after all; it 
just sounded stupid at the time. 


If you were a superhero, what 
would your sidekick’s name be? 

My superhero sidekick would be 
Paul E. Heymanously, and his 
super power would be his ability to 
extract a golden horseshoe from 
his rectum at will. 


Were ECW’s Singapore canes 
really imported from Singapore? 

If they were, | don’t think we 
could have afforded the tariffs on 
them. 


Ever thought of living on raw 
meat for a period of one year? 
Who writes these questions? 


Best guess, exactly how 
much beer does The Sandman 
drink in a year? 

I'll assume he doesn’t consume 
that much during the week, so we'll 
just go by weekends. Let’s say 
approximately 1,500 12-ounce 
cans of beer. 


If you had a choice between 
Tony Schiavone, Rosie O’Don- 
nell, and Jim Hellwig to live with 
on a deserted island for the rest 
of your life, which one would 
you pick and why? 

We’ll rule out Rosie because 
she’s too liberal, and | can’t be with 
another woman besides my wife. 
Jim Hellwig | don’t Know from a 
hole in the wall, but I’ve heard he’s 
rather erratic. By process of elimi- 
nation, that leaves Tony. We’re 


You’re at the airport. You see your favorite wrestler relaxing in one of 
the terminals. You rush up to him or her as questions fill your excited 
mind. There are certain things you just have to know about this person. 
Well, these are the 12 questions you’d never think of asking 


both religious and we’re both 
Italian, which means we can 
eat well and pray well together. 


What’s the lamest pickup 
line you’ve ever used? 

Pretty much everything 
before | asked my wife to marry 
me. 


What was the best lesson 
you took from your intern- 
ship at PWI? 

With my student loans, | can’t 
afford to make a career out of pub- 
lishing. 


Which is a more ridiculous 
move, the worm or the people’s 
elbow? 

| would say the worm because 
Scotty Too Hotty makes less 
money than The Rock, and that’s 
how | keep score. Therefore, the 
people’s elbow is the least ridicu- 
lous move in professional wres- 
tling. The Rock will never get 
injured executing it, he’ll never 
injure his opponent, and, at 28 
years old, Dwayne Johnson never 
has to work another day in his life if 
he doesn’t want to. 


You have a hammer, a mid- 
get, and a roulette wheel. What 
are your plans for the evening? 

| would use the hammer to rig 
the roulette wheel and use the 
midget to attract gamblers to my 
makeshift casino. O 
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FOr ine) Gu 
LILIAN GARCIA 


Her warm smile 
A sultry lounge singer 


Those short skirts and dresses she 
wears on Raw 


Voice. We bet she could really 
scream loudly if she had to 


Dorothy in The Wizard Of Oz 


She is already an accomplished 
vocalist with a four-octave range, so 
this seems pretty obvious 


Well, she has made the occasional 
faux pas on the microphone, like the 
night she started to announce 
Christian as one-half of the WWF tag 
champs when the Dudleys held the 
belts. But, hey, it’s the kind of mis- 
take any ring announcer could make! 


She sang at the 1996 Olympics in 
Atlanta, on Live With Regis And Kathie 
Lee, in the movie Modern Love, and 
during a papal visit to the U.S., plus 
she’s an accomplished stage actress 


“When are we going to see this diva a : 
in a bikini contest?” pet tee, ee Fie BS 
7 ps Pu ers ET tS 
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For The Ladies ... 
SCOTTY 100 HOTTY 


Hair (when it’s not sticking straight up) 


Really tight jeans. Come on, he 
always comes out to the ring in such 
baggy clothes 


Dancing. He looks like such a fun guy 


Mischievous side of his personality. 
He loves to embarrass Grandmaster 
Sexay by yanking his pants down in 
the middle of the ring 


One of Will Smith’s cronies in The 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 


Goofy or one of the other characters at 
Disneyland. Scotty is a huge Disney 
fan! 


The worm. As cool a move as it is to 
watch, it’s predictable and takes so 
damn long to complete 


He and a friend taught themselves 
how to wrestle in Scotty’s mother’s 
garage 


“Hey, my hair looks a lot like his right 
after I wake up!” 
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al : It?s amazing how drastically certain superstars 
q L ra al U i change their looks over the years. A change in hair 
q | color or hairstyle here, a new ring outfit there, a few 

— a more tattoos here and there, or the mother of all 

changes ... the total gimmick overhaul. Every month, 


ine Ge ‘o PWI will show you just how much one of your 
(by es favorites has transformed himself. Yeah, it really is 


the same guy in all these photos! 


THE BRIAN ADAMS FILES 


1-Demolition Crush, WWF tag team champ (1990) 
2-Looking good in the purple and yellow (1993) 
3-Somebody’s mad at Randy Savage (1994) 
4-Looking just a little bit demented (1996) 
5-Working on that biker image (1997) 

6-Give us your mean NWO face! (1998) 
7-Remember, he was the original Kiss Demon (1999) 
8-Being half of Kronic is exhausting work (2001) 
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By Mike Spillane 


HEN SHINYA Hashimo- 
to announced his retirement 
last year, most fans didn’t 


take him too seriously. When New Japan 
Pro Wrestling President Tatsumi Fuji- 
nami fired Hashimoto in the autumn, a 
lot of those same people remained skep- 
tical. After all, Hashimoto’s name was 
synonymous with New Japan, and he 
reigned as the IWGP heavyweight 
champion through the company’s hottest 
streak of the last decade. Likewise, when 
Hashimoto said he was going to start his 
own promotion, called Zero-One, people 
had a hard time believing it. 

To everyone’s surprise, Zero-One has 
become a reality, and Hashimoto quickly 
announced plans for his new promotion’s 
first pay-per-view event. He 
has remained close to many in 
the NJPW locker room, and 
his recent work with Mitsu- 
haru Misawa’s NOAH group 
has put him on good terms 
with members of that roster as 
well. All of this puts Hashi- 
moto in a powerful position, 
one in which he has the ability 
to book wrestlers from many 
different promotions, since his 
newly formed Zero-One has- 
n’t made political enemies in 
the puroresu world. 

According to SkyPerfect 
TV, which will broadcast 
Zero-One shows, the fledgling 
promotion will run three more 
pay-per-views before the end 
of 2001. The main event for 
the first pay-per-view, also the 
first card conducted under the 
Zero-One name, was to fea- 
ture two of NOAH’s biggest 
stars—Misawa and Jun Aki- 
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been successful in the past, was signed to 
a match against Hashimoto and a mys- 
tery partner. 

Representatives from Osaka Pro, 
FMW, Wrestle Dream Factory, and 
NJPW were expected to join the lineup 
as well, but Hashimoto was quick to 
squash speculation when he said his part- 
ner would be a current star from New 
Japan. 

If Zero-One is a hit with fans, it will 
bode well for NOAH, which has been 
hurt by the absence of Kenta Kobashi. 
His return to competition is at least five 
months away, as he starts on the long 
road to recovery after a battery of crucial 
knee surgeries. At press time, Kobashi 
could do little more than walk, and 


bY AT 
Shinya Hashimoto wasn’t kidding when he announced plans to form 


‘ : his own promotion. Zero-One is scheduled to run four pay-per-view 
yama. This duo, which has_ events in 2001 and use stars from numerous Japanese companies. 


although he has hurried back from 
surgery in the past, doctors have advised 
him to take things slower this time 
around. If Kobashi injures his knees 
again before they have time to heal prop- 
erly, it could very well end his career. 

To fill the void left by Kobashi, 
Vader has been working all the NOAH 
shows, and another familiar veteran has 
been added to the NOAH roster. Naoki 
Sano, a man who feuded with Jushin 
Liger over the IWGP junior heavy- 
weight title in the early-1990s, is set to 
create a new name for himself, away 
from his old image. Calling himself 
Takuma Sano, the former member of 
Nobuhiko Takada’s dojo, and semifi- 
nalist in the 2000 J-Cup tournament, is 
looking to rejuvenate his career, which 
has sagged since he departed from regu- 
lar competition in New Japan. 

A few familiar faces are also popping 
up in All-Japan Pro Wrestling, immedi- 
ate rival to NOAH. Both Rob Van Dam 
and Sabu are back in the Land of the 
Rising Sun and were scheduled to tour 
with the company through the spring. 
They are booked opposite each other in a 
series of singles and tag team matches. 

A trio of former Osaka Pro stars 
have turned independent and 
are expected to appear in 
other companies shortly. 
Dick Togo, Naohiro Hoshi- 
kawa, and Masato Yaku- 
shiji have left Super Delfin’s 
Osaka group in the wake of 
financial disputes. Togo is 
expected to return to Michi- 
noku Pro, where he first rose 
to prominence. Long-time tag 
team partners Hoshikawa and 
Yakushiji will most likely go 
their separate ways. Hoshi- 
kawa has already begun talks 
with Zero-One, and his repu- 
tation as a solid mat techni- 
cian with a good martial arts 
background would make him 
a nice addition to any roster. 
Yakushiji, a tremendous 
high-flyer who adapts well to 
the Mexican Lucha Libre 
style, would fit into any 
junior or cruiserweight divi- 
sion perfectly. 

Soo da, sayonara! O 


By Mike Spillane 


ITO ROMERO WON'T be 

remembered for any of his title 

reigns, or numerous feuds and 
rivalries through the years. Romero, 
who died of a heart attack in January at 
the age of 72, will be remembered for 
one hold, the Romero special surfboard. 
This variation of the surfboard, still 
used today, is closely associated with 
Lucha Libre, but can be seen in match- 
es around the world. In Mexi- 
co, it is sometimes called /a 
tapatia, but is usually referred 
to by the name of its origina- 
tor. A favorite hold of Mil 
Mascaras, E] Hijo del Santo, 
Jushin Liger, and Kyoko 
Inoue, this special inverted 
surfboard variation will keep 
the name and legacy of Rito 
Romero alive for generations 
to come. Romero died leaving 
a hospital in Mexico, where he 
had been treated the day before 
for appendicitis. 

Two sects of rudos have 
been battling for the right to call 
themselves Los Infernales, a 
name that originally belonged 
to El Satanico and partners 
MS1 and Pirata Morgan more 
than two decades ago. Satanico 
and his current partners, Fuerza 
Guerrera and Black Warrior, 
defeated a different trio that had 
also laid claim to the name. 
Ultimo Guerrero, Rey Bucan- 
ero, and Rencor Latino lost all 
rights to call themselves Los 
Infernales before a packed 
house at Arena Mexico. To fur- 
ther complicate matters, Guer- 
rero and Bucanero had teamed 
with Satanico in a previous 
incarnation of the group, but 


after parting company with him, they 
continued to use the name. 

Satanico, who founded the group, 
felt that only he could make a valid 
claim to the name, and by virtue of win- 
ning the stipulation match, he will, 
indeed, get to keep the moniker. 

Tijuana’s Auditorio Municipal was 
host to a famous first, as Nicho El 
Millonario (former WCW star Psi- 


Rey Misterio Jr. usually got the best of Nicho El Millonario 
(previously known as Psicosis) when they clashed in WCW, 
but it was Nicho who scored a huge win over Rey Jr. and El 
Hijo del Santo in Tijuana recently. 


cosis) faced old rivals Rey Misterio Jr. 
and El Hijo del Santo in a three-way 
dance. Tijuana has always been a 
favorite spot for Nicho, who is revered 
by the locals as a superstar without 
peer. When he was still known as 
Psicosis and wearing his famous horned 
mask, Nicho feuded with both Santo 
and, later, Misterio Jr., which helped 
him earn his star status. 
The Tijuana fans were not disappoint- 
ed with this bout, which ended up as a 
tour de force for Nicho when he pinned 
Misterio and Santo. While Misterio is not 
a regular in Mexico due to his schedule 
with WCW, it is expected that Santo and 
Nicho will meet again, and if Santo gets 
his way, it will be a mask vs. hair match. 
Tiger Mask IV has been popping up 
in some matches in Mexico of late 
despite his regular commitments to 
Japan’s Michinoku Pro group. The origi- 
nal Tiger Mask, Satoru Saya- 
ma, honed his craft in Mexico 
for several years, and the other 
men to don the legendary mask 
have also spent time in Mexico 
learning the Lucha style. Since 
Michinoku Pro’s style is similar 
in many ways to Lucha Libre, 
making the transition hasn’t 
been difficult for Tiger Mask 
IV. Well-adjusted to six- and 
eight-man tag team matches, he 
has been able to match up with 
even the most experienced 
Luchadores. Most recently, he’s 
even been defending his British 
Commonwealth junior heavy- 
weight title in Mexico, and he 
continues to rack up key wins. 
On the flipside, two of Mexi- 
co’s biggest names are touring 
abroad with New Japan Pro 
Wrestling. The brother tandem 
of Silver King and Dr. Wag- 
ner Jr. are actively pursuing the 
) IWGP junior tag team title and 
have been enjoying decent suc- 
cess in the Far East. Wagner has 
been appearing with New Japan 
off and on over the last four 
years, and while he teamed pre- 
viously with the unpredictable 
Kendo Ka Shin, he’s found 
more consistent success along- 
side his brother. O 
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EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ—WWF Raw Is 
War at the Continental Airlines Arena: 
Intercontinental champion Chris Jericho 
defeated Eddie Guerrero by disqualification 
... The Hardy Boyz & Lita beat Chris 


Benoit, Perry Saturn, & Terri ... The 
Undertaker & Kane wrestled Christian & 
Edge to a no-contest ... Triple-H pinned 
Billy Gunn ... X-Pac defeated Grandmaster 
Sexay ... Kurt Angle & Raven beat The Big 
Show & Essa Rios ... The Rock pinned 
Rikishi. 
(02-12-01) 

—"Spotlight” photos by Mark W. Hill 


ALABAMA 
COLUMBIANA—Global Championship Wrestling 
at the Skating Rink: Bobby Doll beat Mike 
Jacobs ... Tony Spade beat Kornbread ... T.C. 
Carter beat Mason Fury ... Mr. Hughes beat Joe 
Hogan ... Lethal Luchadore won a battlebow! 
royal rumble for the Intercontinental belt. 
(01-27-01) 

—John Johnson 


CALIFORNIA 


VALLEJO—All Pro Wrestling at the Pacific Sports 
Arena: Boyce LeGrande won a battle royal ... The 
Ballard Brothers beat Boom Boom Comini & 
Super Destroyer 2000 ... Jardi Frantz beat Kid 
Chrome ... Frankie Kazarian, Billy D, & The 
Prototype beat Seymour Snott, Peter Snott, & 
Sean Patrick O’Doul ... Internet champ Vincenzo 
Massaro beat Myaki Frantz ... Universal tag 
champs Robert Thompson & Boyce LeGrande 
beat Tony Jones & Michael Modest ... Universal 
champ Donovan Morgan beat Christopher 
Daniels by disqualification. 
(02-17-01) 

—Jeremy Medeiros 


CONNECTICUT 


SOUTHINGTON—Acid Pro Wrestling at the 
Cadillac Ranch: Frankie Starz pinned Laithon 
... Paul Apollo pinned Shabba White ... Kevin 
Landry defeated Judas Young ... Mercedes 
Martinez wrestled Trinity H. Campbell to a no- 
contest ... Bulldog Blanski beat hardcore 
champ Jeff Rocker to win the title ... Cold Front 
beat Black Dragon & Necromancer ... Ron 
Zombie beat Sledge in a tables match ... Dylan 
Kage defeated Kurt Adonis ... Curtis 
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Eddie Guerrero and Chris Jericho had a spirited match for the Intercontinental title. 
However, it was overshadowed by the interference of X-Pac, who was looking for 
revenge on Jericho for injuring him months earlier. 


Slamdawg & Jay Lover wrestled The Hit 
Squad to a double-countout ... Fred Curry Jr. 
pinned Tiger Mulligan ... Heavyweight champ 
Jason Knight pinned Homicide. 
(02-04-01) 

—Mike Pennington 


FLORIDA 


ST. PETERSBURG—IPW Hardcore Wrestling at 
the Wrestleplex: Rastaman beat Barry 
Horowitz ... Light heavyweight champ Scoot 
Andrews beat Frankie Capone ... Pat McGroin 
& Sandstorm defeated Mark Zout & Rod Steel 
... TV champ Mike Shane beat Dudley Dudley 
... The Market Crashers beat Dr. Heresy & 
Don Juan DeSanto ... Heavyweight champ 
Mike Sullivan beat Axis ... Von Tankard won 
the 25-man IPW Rumble. 
(02-03-01) 

—Ed Eggsterly 


GEORGIA 


CORNELIA—NWA Wildside at the NCW 
Arena: Sean Royal & Rusty Riddle beat 
Cruze Control ... Elix Skipper pinned Dango 
Wynn ... EZY Money defeated Mike 
Youngblood ... Adam Jacobs pinned Silky 
Boom Boom ... White Trash beat Iceberg 
Slim by disqualification ... Romeo Bliss & 
David Flair beat Eddie Golden & Terry 
Knight ... Lazz & Jimmy Rave beat Caprice 
Coleman & William Wealth Ill ... Johnny the 
Bull defeated Onyx ... Dan Factor, Sam 
Greco, & Total Destruction beat Reno, 
Robbie Rage, Omen, & Nick Nitris ... Stone 
Mountain beat A.J. Styles ... Keith & Kevin 
Kohl defeated NWA Wildside tag team cham- 
pions J.C. Dazz & Scottie Wrenn to win the 
belts. 
(02-03-01) 

—Frank Miller 


KANE’OHE—NWA Hawai'i at Grace in Action 
Studios: Chronic Kid beat Ground Zero ... 
Kurt Brimstone pinned Gemini ... K.C. Adams 
beat Joe T. Wolfen ... The Final Solution 
defeated Biff Malibu ... The Kid pinned Akua 
... Sick Dog defeated Aaron Caruso ... 
Heavyweight champion Black Rain beat Rocker 
Don Lee ... Indonesian Kommando beat Judo 
Punk ... Tiki beat Bruiser by disqualification. 
(02-17-01) 

—Daryl Bonilla 


EVANSVILLE—WWF at Roberts Stadium: Too 
Cool defeated Kaientai ... The Kat beat 
Victoria ... Jerry Lawler pinned Dean Malenko 
... Chris Benoit beat X-Pac ... Steve Austin, 
Kane, & The Undertaker defeated Haku, 
Triple-H, & Rikishi ... Charlie & Russ Haas 
defeated Steve Bradley & Scott Vick ... Eddie 
Guerrero pinned Bo Dupp ... K-Kwik beat 
Justin Credible ... The Hardy Boyz defeated 
Christian & Edge. 
(02-18-01) 

—Michael Cramer 


COLUMBUS—Hoosier Pro Wrestling at the 
HPW Arena: Tommy Ray Sands defeated Paul 
Pilsner ... Chip Studly & American Gigolo 
beat Wampus Cat & Morbid ... Mr. Big beat 
Dave Dynasty ... Big Dada defeated Spazz ... 
Justin Sane defeated Jesse Houston and Jack 
Manson in a three-way match for the Mid- 
American title ... Psycho wrestled Tommy Ray 
Sands to a no-decision ... Ricky Murdoch 
wrestled Ox Harley to a double-countout ... 
Jerry Wilson, Bobo Brazil Jr., & Deputy Dog 
defeated Ronnie Vegas, Austin James, & T.J. 
Powers. The High Roller group thus had to 
leave HPW for 60 days. 
(02-03-01) 

—Bill Brown 


LAFAYETTE—Wild Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at Reihle Brothers: Tarantula pinned Sgt. 
Greg Lake ... Midwest champ Cousin Otter beat 


Lita couldn't revel in her pin of Terri in a 
six-person bout for very long. Her main 
nemesis, Dean Malenko, blasted her with 
a wicked clothesline right after the 
match. Matt Hardy was quite concerned 


about her well-being. 


The White Warrior ... Simply Marvelous beat 
The Shadow Riders ... Indiana Kidd Jr. pinned 
Shawn Cook ... Amber Jewel beat Drucilla 
Davie ... Johnny Eagle defeated Michal Manson 
... Heavyweight champ Itch Coma Weider beat 
Kenny Courageous ... Ghetto pinned Lamar 
Erkle ... Guy Lombardo beat Don Basher by 
reverse decision. 
(02-02-01) 

—Randy Klemme 


CEDAR FALLS—WWF at the UNI-Dome: Steve 
Blackman pinned hardcore champion Raven to 
win the title, then Raven pinned Blackman to 
regain the belt ... Hardcore & Molly Holly 
defeated Steven Richards & Ivory ... Chris 
Benoit defeated X-Pac by submission ... World 
tag team champions The Dudley Boyz defeated 


Christian didn’t let a huge size disadvantage deter him from attacking Kane during a 
tag team match. The bout between Christian and Edge and Kane and 'Taker wasn’t 
but a few minutes old when the Dudleys got involved. 


Bull Buchanan & The Goodfather, The Hardy 
Boyz, and Christian & Edge in a four-corners 
match ... World champion Kurt Angle defeated 
Intercontinental champion Chris Jericho ... 
European champion Test pinned Val Venis ... 
Bradshaw & Faarooq defeated Big Bossman 
& Albert ... The Big Show pinned K-Kwik ... 
Steve Austin, Kane, & The Undertaker defeat- 
ed Haku, Triple-H, & Rikishi. 
(02-17-01) 

—Will Welsh 


ELIZABETHTOWN—Bad 2 the Bone Wrestling 
at the Armory: Dennis Dempsey pinned Greg 
the Hippie ... The Regulator defeated Billy 
Black in a gallows match ... Joe Bailey & 
BioHazard beat Peter B. Kennedy & Guido 
Andretti ... PsychoDelic beat T.J. Lightnin’ for 
the lightweight title ... The Atomic Dog pinned 
Low Rider ... Alister Fear won a 12-man brawl 
for the belt to become the new heavyweight 
champ. 
(02-03-01) 

—Paula Myers 


BATON ROUGE—WCW at the Centroplex: 
Three Count defeated The Jung Dragons and 
Jamie Knoble & Evan Karagias in a three-way 
match ... Hugh Morrus pinned The Wall ... 
Cruiserweight champion Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
pinned Rey Misterio Jr. ... The Cat defeated 
Lance Storm ... World tag team champions 
Sean O’Haire & Chuck Palumbo defeated 
Mark Jindrak & Shawn Stasiak ... Dustin 
Rhodes beat U.S. champion Rick Steiner in a 
non-title match ... Brian Adams & Kevin Nash 
defeated Buff Bagwell, Lex Luger, & Scott 
Steiner in a handicap match. 
(02-11-01) 

—Steve Drew 


RAYNHAM—NWA New England at Club 
Escapades: Trooper Gilmore defeated Storm 
... Bull Montana defeated TV champ Beau 
Douglas to win the belt ... Brass knuckles 
champ The OutPatient defeated Darkangel ... 
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Billy Gunn was furious with his old DX pal 
Triplte-H for sneak-attacking him in a 
dressing room a few days earlier. He had 
Hunter in trouble a few times in this bout 


but was pinned cleanly in the end. 


Zak Mason defeated Chris Charisma ... 
Wagner Brown & J. Jact defeated Vince 
Vicallo & Mike Lee ... Tag team champs The 
Asylum defeated Joey Jade & Dustin Diamond 
... Heavyweight champ Jason Rumble beat Dan 
Bidondi ... Joel Davis, Travis Funk, & Gary 
Gold defeated The Black Crows & Chris Sabo. 
(02-18-01) 

—Bryan Armondo 


NEW BEDFORD—South Coast Championship 
Wrestling at the United Fisherman’s Club: 
Damian Houston beat Derek Destiny ... 
Lightweight champ Robbie Ellis defeated Blade 
... Dan Strikes & Highlight Kid beat Brian 
Black & Johnny Angel ... Frankie Armadillo 
beat Gabriel ... Adam Booker defeated 
Portuguese Stallion ... Interstate champ Nick 
Steele beat heavyweight champ Don Juan 
DeSanto in a title vs. title match ... Tag champs 
The Hott Boyz defeated Dr. Heresy & 
Jonathan ... Shawn Candido & Amanda 
Storm beat Punisher & Kevin Castro. 
(02-16-01) 

—Jeremy Barron 


LAWRENCE—Chaotic Wrestling at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall: Ali Muhammed beat Gary 
Gold in a best-of-three-falls match ... Tag 
champs Ronnie D. Lishus & Edward G. Xtasy 
beat Luis Ortiz & Zenith ... The Golden 
Buddha beat midget champ Short Sleeve 
Sampson for the title ... The Dynamic Kidd 
beat Arch Kincaid ... Spike Dudley and Kyle 
Storm wrestled to a no-contest ... Heavyweight 
champ Gino Martino beat El Mascarado. 
(02-09-01) 

—Richard Palladino 


ST. PAUL—WWF at the Xcel Energy Center: X- 
Pac pinned Big Bossman ... European champ 
Test pinned Albert ... Women’s champ Ivory 
defeated Molly Holly ... Bradshaw & Faarooq 
beat Steven Richards & Val Venis ... The Hardy 
Boyz & Lita defeated Eddie Guerrero, Perry 
Saturn, & Terri ... World champ Kurt Angle 
defeated Chris Benoit ... Hardcore Holly defeat- 
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ed hardcore champ Raven and Steve Blackman 
in a three-way match to win the title, then Raven 
pinned Holly to regain the belt ... World tag team 
champs The Dudley Boyz beat Bull Buchanan & 
The Goodfather ... The Big Show defeated Al 
Snow ... Steve Austin, Kane, & The Undertaker 
defeated Haku, Triple-H, & Rikishi. 
(02-10-01) 

—Donna Mitchell 


CAPE GIRARDEAU—WWF at the Show Me 
Center: Hardcore Holly defeated Steven 
Richards ... Crash Holly pinned The Brooklyn 
Brawler ... Bradshaw & Faaroogq beat Big 
Bossman & Albert ... Steve Blackman pinned 
hardcore champion Raven for the belt, then Raven 
pinned Blackman to regain the belt ... World tag 
team champions The Dudley Boyz beat Bull 
Buchanan & The Goodfather ... Women's cham- 
pion Ivory beat Molly Holly ... European champi- 
on Test pinned Val Venis ... The Big Show 
pinned Al Snow ... World champion Kurt Angle 
pinned Intercontinental champion Chris Jericho. 
(02-18-01) 

—Frank Maynard 


LAS VEGAS—WWF No Way Out pay-per-view 
at the Thomas & Mack Center: The Big Show 
pinned hardcore champion Raven to win the title. 
Billy Gunn was one of several wrestlers to get 
involved in the match, and he pinned Raven for 
the belt at one point, only to see Raven pin him 
to regain it before getting pinned by Show ... 
Intercontinental champion Chris Jericho won a 
four-way match involving Chris Benoit, Eddie 
Guerrero, and X-Pac when he pinned X-Pac ... 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley pinned Trish 
Stratus after getting help from William Regal ... 
Triple-H defeated Steve Austin in a best-of- 
three-falls match. Austin won the first fall (no 
special stipulations) by pinning Triple-H, while 
Triple-H pinned Austin in both the second (street- 
fight rules) and third (steel cage) falls ... Steven 
Richards pinned Jerry Lawler. As the result of a 
prematch stipulation, The Kat was then forced to 
join Right To Censor ... World tag team champi- 


ons The Dudley Boyz defeated Christian & 
Edge and Kane & The Undertaker in a tables 
match ... The Rock pinned World champion 
Kurt Angle to win the title. 
(02-25-01) 

—Dutch Krewda 


SEWELL—Combat Zone Wrestling at Champs 
Arena: Mark & Jay Briscoe beat Eddie 
Valentine & John Dahmer ... Rockin’ Rebel 
pinned Ruckus in a falls-count-anywhere match 
... Trent Acid pinned Nick Burke ... Reckless 
Youth beat Trent Acid ... lronman champ Lobo 
beat Nick Gage ... Madman Pondo beat Nate 
Hatred ... Ric Blade beat Nick Mondo in a 
barbed-wire ladder match ... Mahoney wrestled 
W-Beater to a no-contest. 
(02-17-01) 

—Joe Zanolle 


WEST PATERSON—Independent Wrestling 
Federation at the IWF Training Center: Roman & 
Jade Divine beat Kevin Knight & Dawn Marie 
... Heavyweight champ Roman won a three-way 
bout against Hadrian and Bret Thomas ... 
American champ Biggie Biggs pinned Kasey 
Coresh ... Tag team champs Dr. Hurtz & Mare 
Verow defeated H.P. Walker & Jade Divine ... 
Kevin Knight pinned Rob Eckos ... Hadrian 
pinned Ryan Rage ... Damian Adams pinned 
Rob Eckos ... Condition Critical defeated 
Ryan Rage & P.W. Stryker ... High Stakes beat 
J.T. Blaze & St. Patrick ... Bret Thomas won a 
five-man survivor match. 
(02-11-01) 

—Dorothy Podsvirow 


BAYONNE—JAPW at Charity Hall: The Car 
Jacker pinned Don Bon Jovi ... Don Montoya 
& Ric Blade defeated Little Dixie & The Blue 
Dragon ... New Jack beat Skinhead Ivan ... 
Light heavyweight champ Nick Burke pinned 
Judas Young ... Reckless Youth pinned The 
Exploited Child ... Tag team champs The Hit 
Squad beat The Christopher Street 
Connection ... Heavyweight champ Homicide 
wrestled The Sandman to a no-contest. 
(02-02-01) 

—Kevin Langdon 


ROCHESTER—New Millennium Wrestling at the 
Ukrainian Club: Oman Tortuga defeated G.Q. 
Star to win the vacant cruiserweight title ... The 
Puerto Rican Nightmare beat Eric Everlast ... 
Kevin Dunn beat lan Decay by disqualification 
... Tag team champs Hellcat & Chip Stetson 
defeated Chills ’n’ Thrills ... Mayhem defeated 
TV champ Johnny Walker in a non-title match 
... Mean Marcos & Big Cat Lemer beat 
Chameleon & Don Adams ... Heavyweight 
champ J.P. Black beat H.C. Loc. 
(02-10-01) 

—Todd Brantley 


HENDERSON—NAWA at the Armory: The Kid 
beat Jim Lawless ... Bob Ozark pinned Shane 
Hooker to win the vacant U.S. title ... Tone Up 
beat cruiserweight champ Johnny Smalls by 
disqualification ... R.D. & R.C. Luv’n defeated 
Rolling Thunder & Kid USA ... The Iranian 
Butcher beat The American Patriot in a flag 
match ... Jimmy Valiant pinned The Assassin 
... Tone Up won a battle royal. 
(02-19-01) 

—C. Shane Cochran 


Kurt Angle wasn’t showing his cow- 
ardly side when he slugged it out 
with The Big Show during a strange 
tag match (below). Though Raven, 
Angle’s partner, pinned Essa Rios, 
Show’s partner, the big man choke- 
slammed the hardcore champ after- 
ward (bottom rjght). 


ROXBORO—Piedmont Championship 
Wrestling at the Armory: David Lee Gilbert 
beat Triple X ... Gotti won a three-way match 
against Tommy Dallas and Dice ... Masked 
Superstar beat Rusty Allen ... Wort beat 
Misfit ... Stratus beat Rico Rage ... Colt 
Steele beat David Isley ... Rob McBride 
defeated heavyweight champ Chuck King for 
the title. 

(02-10-01) 

—W.C. Smith Jr. 


DURHAM—Southern Championship Wrestling 
at the Northern High School: David Lee Gilbert 
beat Trailer Park Heat ... Stratus & Aldo 
DeGama beat The Southside Playas ... Jesse 
Drive beat Justin Drive ... Duke Richards won 
a three-way handicap tag team match against 
Grommet & Shank and Stratus & Aldo 
DeGama ... Dewey Cheatum beat Kross ... 
Cham Pain beat Gotti. 
(02-03-01) 

—Greg Mosorjak 


WILLIAMSTONHeritage Pro Wrestling/Coast 
2 Coast Wrestling at the Armory: Crisis beat 
Utengi ... Mark Greenberg beat Matt B. 
Smooth ... Sho’nuff beat Smokescreen ... 
Stacy Michaels beat Kid Kaream ... Doink the 
Clown beat Marc Ash ... The Simmons 
Brothers beat Sex & Violence to become the 
new HPW tag champs ... Johnny Lightning 
beat John ThunderCloud to become the new 
HPW champion. 
(02-03-01) 

—Marcus Watkins 


CINCINNATI—Heartland Wrestling Association 
at Les Thatcher's Main Event Pro Wrestling 
Camp: Pepper Parks defeated Ash Parker ... 
Nigel McGuinness defeated Derek Neikirk ... 
The Jablonski Brothers defeated The Hussla 
& Tony B ... Race Steele defeated Ranger 
Hayes ... Cody Hawk & Mad Anthony 
McMurphy defeated Crypt Kaldron & Bo 
Lewis ... Time Bomb defeated Matt Stryker. 
(01-30-01) 

—Hannah Gersham 


TULSA—Oklahoma Pro Wrestling at the OPW 
Arena: Karl Davis & Big Daddy Moore beat 
Brian Cruize & Dark Angel ... Ichiban beat 
Grenade ... Rocco Valentino beat AWOL ... 
Vinnie Valentino beat Brandon Groom ... The 
Texas Outlaws beat Terry Montana, Cousin 
Cooter, & Heather Savage ... Rocco & Vinnie 
Valentino beat Bull Schmitt & Splash Jackson 
... Casualties of War beat Northern Threat. 
(02-03-01) 

—Mike Herkes 


OAKLAND—Far North Wrestling at the Beehive: 
Matt Vandel defeated Mike Christine ... 
Freebirds 2000 beat D. Ranged & Sabation 
Dark ... Mauler defeated Dennis Gregory ... 
Brock Singleton defeated Zubob and Mason 
Hunter in a three-way dance ... Brian O defeated 
Matt Borne ... T. Rantula defeated Brain 
Damage ... Seth James defeated Toby Cline for 
the heavyweight title. 
(02-18-01) 

—Kevin Layer 
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ALLENTOWN—World Xtreme Wrestling at the 
Days Inn Conference Center: Cheetah Master 
beat Rich Myers ... Dan Rosado beat E-Train 
.. Glen Osbourne beat TV champ L.A. 
Smooth for the belt ... Hector Diaz and Vince 
Goodnite wrestled to a no-contest ... Afa Jr. 
beat Charlie Haas by disqualification ... 
Heavyweight champ Sal Bellomo beat Sugga 
.»» Tag team champs The Headshrinkers beat 
DVD & BB. 
(02-13-01) 

—Johnny Terrell 


MONESSEN—Championship Wrestling 
Federation at the Civic Center: Bison won a 
battle royal ... Mon-Valley champion Shirley 
Doe beat Bison by disqualification ... 
Keystone champ Mantis defeated Orion ... J- 
Ru & Eric Love defeated Frank & Guido 
Corleone, Armageddon, & The Masked Duo 
in an elimination bout to win the Mon Valley 
tag team belts ... Dirk Ciglar & Scott Venom 
beat Super Hentai & Devil Bhudakahn in a 
ladder match to win the CWF tag title ... 
Angel defeated Homicyde ... Nova beat 
Brandon K ... Kid Kash defeated Chris 
Hamrick by disqualification ... Mad Mike 
pinned Dennis Gregory to win the CWF title 
Dale Price, Quinn Magnum, & 
Powerhouse Hughes defeated Boomer 
Payne, Crusher Hanson, and Cory K. 
(02-10-01) 
—Mike Charles 


HARRISVILLE—Rhode Island Wrestling 
Alliance at Burrillville High School: Mike Haze 
beat Prime Mover ... Dante beat Kid Kamikaze 
to win the NEW lightweight title ... X- 
Communicates beat Dallas Austin & Jason 
Chaos, Low Life & The Puerto Rican Kid, and 
Angel & Jewels in a four-way match for the 
vacant RIWA tag title ... Danny Boy 
O'Callaghan & Drew Amore defeated Johnny 
Nash & Tom Bellingham ... Gennaro Farraro 
& Tim Durigan beat Golden Hawk in a handi- 
cap match ... Don Vega & The Intern defeated 
Low Life & The Puerto Rican Kid ... RIWA 
women's champ Cassy Strayter wrestled to a 
double-disqualification with Amanda Storm ... 
Jake Roberts beat RIWA TV champ Wolverine 
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After Scotty Too Hotty was injured 
early in his match with X-Pac, his Too 
Cool teammate, Grandmaster Sexay, 
took over for him. Following some 
anxious moments, X-Pac was able to 
put him away with the X-factor. 


in a non-title match ... Danger Boy Alfredo beat 
Danny Cama for the vacant RIWA heavyweight 
title. 
(02-01-01) 

—Chris Sanders 


NASHVILLE—WCW SuperBrawi Revenge pay- 
per-view at the Municipal Auditorium: Shane 
Helms won a six-way cruiserweight elimination 
match, beating Shannon Moore, Jamie 
Knoble, Yang, Evan Karagias, and Kaz 
Hayashi ... Hugh Morrus pinned The Wall ... 
World tag team champs Sean O’Haire & Chuck 
Palumbo defeated Mark Jindrak & Shawn 
Stasiak ... Cruiserweight champ Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. pinned Rey Misterio Jr. ... U.S. 
champ Rick Steiner pinned Dustin Rhodes ... 
Buff Bagwell & Lex Luger defeated Brian 
Adams & Mike Awesome. Awesome was dis- 
guised as Bryan Clark and attacked Adams late 
in the match before revealing his identity ... The 
Cat pinned Lance Storm to win the WCW com- 
missionership ... Chris Kanyon pinned Dallas 
Page ... Dallas Page pinned Jeff Jarrett ... 
World champ Scott Steiner defeated Kevin 
Nash. 
(02-18-01) 

—Matt Brock 


DRESDEN—AIWF Mid-South at the McWherter 
Civic Center: The New Midnight Rockers wres- 
tled The Dynamite Kid (not the original) & 
Bobby Smith to a double-disqualification ... The 
Extreme Machine defeated Intercontinental 
champ James Arnez to win the title ... Mark 
Manson, The Soultaker, & Jimmy Doo beat 
Psycho, J.R. Rich , & Mountain Man ... 
Intercontinental champ The Extreme Machine 
defeated AIWF champ Creeping Death by 
countout ... The Riot Squad beat Mid-South tag 
champs Total Kaos to win the belts ... Mid- 
South champ The Dynamite Kid beat Miles 
Long. 
(02-03-01) 

—Dean Puckett 


NASHVILLE—NWA Nashville at the Fair- 
grounds Arena: Joey Matthews & Christian 
York beat NWA tag champs Bad Attitude to win 
the title in a double-ladder match ... Lance 


Dreamer beat Sean Styles ... Hot Rod Biggs 
beat Brandon Blaze ... Little Jeannie beat 
Farron Foxx by disqualification ... Prince 
Justice beat Chris Wright ... Flash Flanagan 
pinned Air Paris ... In a tournament to declare 
an NWA Worldwide TV champ, quarterfinals: 
Chris Michaels beat Kevin Krueger ... Tim 
Renesto beat Rob Williams ... Lonnie Lane 
pinned Jason Lee ... Kujo beat Lance Dreamer 
... Semifinals: Renesto beat Michaels ... Lane 
beat Kujo ... Finals: Lane beat Renesto to win 
the title. 
(02-03-01) 

—Tom Maskin 


NORTH RICHLAND HILLS—NWA Southwest at 
the Texas Indoor Arena: Elvis Bruizer beat 
Necro Butcher by disqualification ... Rudy Boy 
Gonzalez pinned Jeremy Young ... Mike 
Anthony beat Larry Green by disqualification ... 
Chris Young pinned The New Age Assassin 
... Zane Morris wrestled Joey Corman to a 
double-disqualification ... Gary Tool pinned 
NWA Texas champ Hotstuff Hernandez for the 
title. 
(02-02-01) 

—Rob Moore 


TERRELL—Superstars of Wrestling at the 
Armory: Johnny Tech beat J.T. Flyer ... Action 
Jackson defeated Shannon Smooth ... Scott 
Syxx beat Eddie Atlas ... Slam Shady defeated 
The Punisher ... Kid Dynamo beat Tad 
Murphy ... Calvin Knapp beat Greg Valentine 
by reverse decision ... Chris Adams beat Chad 
Hart. 
(01-27-01) 

—Sean Hunter 


EVERSON—ECCW at Nooksack Valley High 
School: Abbadon beat Matt Farmer ... Bam 
Bam Bambi beat Buffy ... Brian Bedlam beat 
The Player ... Juggernaut beat Michelle Starr 
by submission ... Tony Kozina beat Disco Fury 
... Buffy won a battle royal. 
(02-05-01) 

—Todd Baumgartner 


KEYSER—National Wrestling League at 
Potomac State College: Chewey beat Earl the 
Pearl by disqualification ... John Rambo won a 
triangle match over Dave Donovan and Jake 
Davis ... Fantasia pinned The Freak ... Leslie 
Leatherman beat The Doc ... Doink the Clown 
pinned Hyjinx ... Gillberg beat cruiserweight 
champ John Balsamo by reverse decision ... 
Skank & Gutterboy beat Flex Fenom & 
Chuckie Manson to win the tag team title ... 
Heavyweight champ Jimmy Snuka pinned 
Brian Anthony. 
(02-10-01) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


EAU CLAIRE—AAW at the Civic Center: Dave 
Rose beat Assault ... Hannibal beat Travis 
Lee ... Michael Mercades Armoni beat J-Rock 
... Matthew & Gabriel beat Trailer Trash Tim & 
Jason Dukes ... Tony DeNucci beat Scotty 
Zappa ... Horace the Psycopath & Switch beat 
tag champs Mad Wolverine & Mike Geuke to 
win the title ... Angel Armoni beat The Natural 
Man in a lumberjack strap match. 
(02-16-01) 

—Nicholas Loken & Dominick Valenti 


It seemed strange for The 


Rock to be representing 
Triple-H in a match with 
Rikishi, who was wrestling 
on behalf of Steve Austin. 
Nevertheless, the peo- 
ple’s champ put 

away Rikishi with a 

Rock bottom 

(right). It led to a 
nose-to-nose 
staredown be- 

tween Hunter 

and “Stone- 

Cold” (bottom 

right). 


INTERNATIONAL 


LAVAL, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at the Skratch Sports Bar: Access 
Denied beat The Mafia ... Inter-city champ Eric 
Shelley beat The Nightmare ... Inter-city champ 
Eric Shelley beat Jason ... Nova Cain beat 
Bishop ... Deadly Venumm beat Double 
Trouble ... The Vipers defeated MTH & Black 
Eagle ... Kid Rock & The Sweet Boy beat 
ShockWave. 
(02-11-01) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


MARKET DRAYTON—Combat Promotions at 
the Festival Drayton Centre: Maddog pinned 
Barry Malone ... Celt Kennedy pinned Gary 
Ace ... Heavy Metal Mass defeated Carl 
Corperate by disqualification ... Five Star Flash 
pinned Deacon Dispair ... Gary Ace won a 
royal rumble. 
(02-10-01) 

—Henry Erickson 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


JULY 


LOS ANGELES—NWA at the Coliseum: E! 
Sicodelico defeated Fidel Castilio by disqualifi- 
cation ... The Masked Medics beat Earl Maynard 
& Apollo ... Gran Markus beat Suni War Cloud 
by submission ... The Sheik defeated Bobo 
Brazil in a best-of-three-falls match ... Frankie 
Laine pinned Paul DeMarco ... U.S. champion 
Peter Maivia defeated Dutch Savage by disquali- 
fication ... El Gran Lothario beat Ripper Collins 
... Black Gordman & Goliath defeated Americas 
tag team champions Kenji Shibuya & Mr. Saito to 
win the belts ... World Women’s champion 
Fabulous Moolah beat Betty Niccoli ... Light 
heavyweight champion El Solitario defeated Raul 
Mata ... Fred Blassie beat Americas champion 
John Tolos in a non-title match. 
(07-27-71) 

—PWI archives 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Tony Garea & Rick Martel defeated The 
Moondgos by disqualification ... Sgt. Slaughter 
beat Dominic DeNucci ... Curt Hennig beat 
Kobayashi ... S.D. Jones defeated Baron 
Mikel Scicluna ... Johnny Rodz beat Terry 
Gunn ... Andre the Giant wrestled to a draw 
with Killer Khan ... Don Muraco beat Pedro 
Morales ... World champion Bob Backlund 
pinned George Steele. 
(07-19-81) 

—PWI archives 


GREEN BAY—AWA at the Brown County 
Arena: Crusher & Bull Bullinski defeated Lars 
Anderson & Larry Hennig ... Nick Bockwinkel 
beat Paul Diamond ... Vivian Vachon beat Kay 
Nobel ... Billy Robinson defeated Big K ... 
Don Muraco defeated Jack Bence. 

(07-25-71) 

—PWI archives 
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GEST 


We hope you have a lot of time on 
your hands. Because it's going to take 
you a while to read through these 132- 
page, digest-sized issues! The Wrestler 
Digest and Inside Wrestling Digest con- 
tain more than 30 stories in each issue, 
all culled from the previous three 
months worth of articles in your 
favorite magazines, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, Inside 
Wrestling, Wrestle America, and 
Wrestling Superstars, 


Now hack issues of The Wrestler 
Digest and Inside Wrestling Digest 
are available in limited quantities. 


checked off below. | have enclosed a 
$5 check or money order for each 
issue as payment in full. 


Inside Wrestling Digest 
CJ Spring 1998 

Spring 1998  _) Winter 1998 

~] Fall 1998 (1) Spring 1999 
Summer 1999 (7) Fall 1999 

() Winter 1999 () Fall 2000 


1] Summer 2000 

Send To: 

LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 910 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Wrestler Digest 
C) Winter 1997 
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ringside 


(Continued from page 13) 


Is Mike Tyson headed to Japan to wrestle former NWA champ Naoya Ogawa in 
June? Yes he is, said Antonio Inoki. No he isn’t, responded one of Tyson’s advisers. 


wrestling ring at WrestleMania XIV, 
would wrestle former NWA champ 
Naoya Ogawa on either June 16 or 
17 at the Tokyo Dome. 

Wait. Don’t put too much faith in 
Inoki’s announcement. One day 
after the story hit the newswire, 
Tyson adviser Shelly Finkel gave 
the Associated Press the following 
quote: “Not only is Mike not wres- 
tling there, he has never spoken to 
those people.” 

There’s a shocker. 

It was recently announced that 
Stu Hart, father of Bret and 
Owen Hart, will receive the 
Order of Canada, the country’s 
highest honor for lifetime 
achievement. Congratulations, 
Stu, you deserve it. 

Given WCW’s awkward lame- 
duck state the past few months, 
many of us fans have had a hard 
time following the promotion’s story- 
lines. Even fans who felt they had 
done reasonably well in following 
along were left wondering when and 
how WCW World tag team champi- 


ons Sean O’Haire and Chuck 
Palumbo became fan favorites. 

“| think it’s pretty easy to explain,” 
O’Haire said after | caught up with 
him backstage at a recent Nitro. 
“We started feuding with [Shawn] 
Stasiak and [Mark] Jindrak. Who 
was gonna cheer for them?” 

So they’re fan favorites by 
default? 

“No, not at all,” O’Haire contin- 
ued. “The fans could’ve stopped 
cheering for us after that feud 
ended, but they didn’t. And we didn’t 
want them to. Before our feud with 
Stasiak and Jindrak, Chuck and | 
had no idea what it was like to have 
crowd support. But when we found 
out, we realized it was a pretty cool 
thing and a good motivator, so we 
decided to try and keep the fans on 
our side. So far, it’s worked.” 

He makes it sound so simple, 
doesn’t he? 

That does it for me this months, 
fans. I’m off to search for the long- 
lost Major Gunns. Enjoy your Ze Ie 
derings. 0 


WRESTLING BARGAIN PACKS! 


Bargain hunters, your time has come! This is the hest hack issue offer 
we've ever made—and the hest we're going to make! 
Imagine ... your favorite magazines for less than $1.50 per issue! It’s true! 


For a limited time, you can purchase grab bag bargain 
packs containing random issues of Wrestling USA, 
Wrestling Classics, Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual, Best 
Of The Wrestler, Wrestler Annual, and Sports Review 
Annual, most of which are vintage issues from the 1980s 
and early-’90s. You don’t get to choose the magazines we 
send, but you do choose between a grab bag containing 
12 magazines or a grab bag containing six magazines! 


Sold individually, these magazines would cost $5 
apiece. For this special offer—and only while supplies 
last—you'll receive either 12 magazines for $16.95 (a 
savings of more than $43!) or six magazines for $12.95 
(a savings of more than $17!). Postage is included! 


What's the catch? There isn’t one. We will put together 
the bargain packs, and while we'll try to maintain a vari- 
ety (and we'll never repeat an issue in any given pack), 
we cannot allow substitutions or returns. 


So don’t delay! This offer is good only while supplies last! 


NO SUBSTITUTIONS, SPECIAL REQUESTS, 
OR RETURNS ALLOWED 


YES! | would like to get in on wrestling’s 
ultimate back issue offer! 


_] | am enclosing $16.95 for a 12-issue bargain pack 


[| 1 am enclosing $12.95 for a 6-issue bargain pack 


Send to: 

London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Prices apply in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $24.00 for 12-issue pack ($37.00 airmail); $16.15 for 6-issue pack 
($23.35 airmail). International money orders in U.S. funds only for all orders outside U.S. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Veronese 
TNE G5 | _wescrr 20rs Hu oc an Go From MERI? 


Please indicate method of payment: 
| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


ep ae ye rae | 


C1 VISA C) MasterCard 

Card # 

Expiration Date: __/ 1 

MO/YR y 

Signature: 
NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 
CITY STATE___ZIP 
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DAMN THOSE CURSES! 


WHY THE WWLUF NEEDS 8 GRAZY INGE! @& 


WILLIAM REGAL GRILLED 
INSIWERS DOOMED 
WoRy STouw or 


THE 
RESTLENMIANIA 


URS@ 


AUER WIT THE BIG ONE? 


The Rock has done just about 
everything a wrestler can do. He's a 
two-time WWF Intercontinental champ, 
a four-time WWF World tag team 
champ, and a five-time WWF World 
champ. Because of his WWF successes, 
he’s hosted Saturday Night Live, become 
a regular on The Tonight Show, and 
even had a movie script written for him. 

Yet, as of press time, Rock had never 
won the main event of a WrestleMania. 

PWI’s May 2001 cover story, “The 
Curse Of WrestleMania! Will The Great 
One Ever Win The Big One?” examined 
Rock’s troubled history at the mother of 
all pay-per-views. Reader reaction 
increased as we got closer fo 
WrestleMania. 

“Let's get this straight,” wrote Greg 
Peterson of Georgetown, Delaware. 
“The Rock doesn’t choke. He's just had 
some bad luck.” 

“Rock wasn't at the top of his game 
at the last two WrestleManias,” wrote 
Edward Lincoln of London, Kentucky, 
“but two matches doesn’t count as a 
curse.” 

“Rock's not the only great athlete to 
choke in the spotlight,” wrote Eric 
Wharton of Brooklyn. “It happens.” 


I can’t believe that PWI, the bible of pro 
wrestling, is running so low on stories that 
there was a cover story about a crowd reac- 
tion (“Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back!” March 2001). Do the WWF fans 
actually want to see Hulk Hogan come back? 
I think not. The reaction Hogan’s name 
received from the crowd in Anaheim was 
nothing more than a crowd paying respect to 
a great, but past-his-prime former champion. 

Watch the tape again. The crowd also 
reacted strongly when Rikishi mentioned 
“Superfly” Jimmy Snuka. Does this mean 
the WWF should run out and search the 
indy circuit for Snuka? No. It was nothing 
more than a knowledgeable crowd paying a 
little respect to the former superstars who 
made the business popular. 

Hogan was and will always be remem- 
bered as a great WWF champion, but it’s 
time we all look to the future and let 
Terry Bollea retire in peace. 

JOEL EVANDER JENKINS 


Geelong, Australia 


I admit that I’m one of the few people 
who likes The Undertaker’s new gim- 
mick, but I can’t stand what UT’s gim- 
mick is doing to Kane. 

Kane used to be one of the baddest 
men in the WWF. He was a killer who 
had no friends, and nobody trusted him. 
Now, though, Kane’s just become 
*Taker’s sidekick, and that’s no good for 
his career. When he walked up the ramp 
following a recent match on Heat and 
thrust his arm in the air a la Undertaker, I 
wanted to throw up. 

Please, Kane, be true to yourself and 
be the monster you know you can be! 

HEATHER SALIE 
Princeton, IL 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on any 
of our stories or columns. 
Send letters to: 

BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Or you can e-mail your comments to 
prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com 
Letters preceded by a @ indicate 
letters left by fans on the PW/ 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI; 
see ad elsewhere in this issue). 


I know WCW takes a lot of abuse these 
days, but when comparing WCW to the 
WWF, I have to give WCW the edge be- 
cause of one person: Scott Steiner. 

As WCW World champion, Steiner has 
proven himself over and over and over 
again. He’s dismantled Booker T. He sent 
Sting home. He retired Stevie Ray. Kevin 
Nash is just his latest victim. 

If I had to pick the winner of a match 
between Scott Steiner and any WWF 
wrestler—and that includes The Rock, 
Steve Austin, Triple-H, and Kurt Angle— 
I’d choose Steiner because he’s so domi- 
nant. I don’t think anybody in any federa- 
tion can stop this guy! 

JAY LORIDA 
Gainesville, FL 


Has the monster inside Kane gone into hiberna- 
tion now that he’s back with The Undertaker? 
Reader Heather Salie thinks so. 


Palumbo and Sean O’Haire are 
really talented in the ring and on 
the mike, and Mike Sanders is 
one of the best speakers in the 
industry. Shawn Stasiak and 
Mark Jindrak are talented, too. 
Given the proper time to 
develop, I don’t see why all the 
Thrillers won’t be around for 
years to come. 
MIKE RANNIL 
Sawyer, ND 


I don’t understand WCW. If 
we’re supposed to hate Ric Flair, 
why does a supposed fan favorite 
like Kevin Nash kidnap David 


Mike Sanders and the other Natural Born Thrillers Flair, Ric’s son, beat him up, then 


qualify as WCW-produced superstars in the mak- 
ing, writes Mike Rannil. He believes WCW is 
unfairly criticized for its inability to create stars. 


Like a lot of other ECW fans, I was 
really sad to see ECW stars like Justin 
Credible, Rhino, and Jerry Lynn sign 
with the WWF. I know Paul Heyman 
is doing everything in his power to 
save the company, but with all ECW’s 
stars going elsewhere, is there any- 
thing left to save but the name? 

KEVIN RICHTER 
Jasper, WY 


I’m tired of listening to talk about 
how WCW doesn’t create new stars. 
What are The Natural Born Thrillers? 
There’s not a member of that group, 
which mostly consists of wrestlers who 
developed in WCW’s Power Plant, 
who is not exciting to watch. Chuck 


threaten Ric with future beatings of 
David if Ric doesn’t award him a 
shot at the World title? It just 
makes no sense, because during that time, 
I was cheering for Ric and not Nash. 
BOB AKERS 
Xenia, OH 


Why are The Acolytes a mid-card tag 
team? I don’t think I’ve ever seen two 
more intimidating guys in my entire life. 
Faaroog is a former WCW World 
champ, and Bradshaw is just one of the 
toughest guys around. I know they could 
easily beat up The Dudley Boyz, The 
Hardy Boyz, and Edge and Christian. 
They’d make mincemeat out of them! 
But, no, we have to watch The Acolytes 
in stupid skits with Crash Holly. 

I wish Faaroog and Bradshaw would 
ditch the whole protection agency thing 
and go after the World tag title. That’s 


PW! HOTLINE EXTRA! 
YOUR ANSWERS TO OUR QUESTION OF THE WEEK! 


Question of the Week: Will the XFL help or hurt the WWF? (February 6 to 


February 12, 2001) 


Hotline callers respond: “The XFL will be a huge money pit, so it will hurt the 
WWF,” said Ken Forest of Malibu, California. “How could a huge WWFE financial 


loss not hurt the WWF?” 
“| don’t see the XFL affecting the WWF at all,” said Cathy Nordstrom of 
Fairview, Oklahoma. “Sure, their parent company might be the same, but their 
financial resources are dependent on two very different things.” 
“It’s way too early to tell how the XFL will impact the WWF,” said Jay Sert of 
Grafton, West Virginia. “Everyone should give the XFL time to develop before 
jumping to conclusions.” 


where the real money is in the WWF. 
ERICA WEISS 
Payson, NM 


I am angry when I hear fans put 
down NWA champion “Colorado 
Kid” Mike Rapada. Sure, he’s no huge 
monster, and his name is not well- 
known, but Rapada is a shining exam- 
ple of how hard work and dedication 
can make dreams come true. Keep the 
pinfalls coming, Mike! 

ELMER FRASURE 
Grethel, KY 


I just finished reading your “Year In 
Review” issue of PWI (April 2001). As 
usual, it was good stuff. I’ve been a 
wrestling fan for about 20 years now. I 
think PWI/ is indeed “‘the best there is, 
the best there was, and the best there 
ever will be,” to steal a Bret Hart line. 
Speaking of Bret, it was a shame to see 
him go. He simply performed every time 
single time he went out there. He was a 
great face/role model and a great heel. 
He wrestled, brawled, gave great inter- 
views, always looked great, and got the 
fans going no matter what his role was. 

LARRY M., NITTOLO 
Belleville, NJ 


A world title cannot be given out to 
someone—it must be earned, and too 
many titles have been given away late- 
ly, right, Jeff Jarrett? The last real world 
champs were Ric Flair and Harley 
Race—they defended against anyone in 
any organization in any country. That is 
a world title. Just because the egos at 
WCW and the WWE are larger than 
Abdullah after a trip to an all-you-can- 
eat salad bar means the fans of today are 
robbed of seeing how a true world 
champion operates. 

A world champ is a man who takes 
his title to other countries on a regular 
basis and defends it against the best 
those countries have to offer. Harley 
Race defended the NWA World title 
against the AWA and WWE champi- 
ons. That is a world champion. 

MARK R. DAVIS 
Springfield, MO ( 
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STLINGICOLLEGTORS: 


DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE MISSING? 


1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Our caricaturist, Jason Conlan, has 
some fun with the sport’s biggest stars. 
30 full-page drawings accompany 30 
scouting reports. 32 color pinups! 


PRUE re Vou, 2 
Q SOAP ae). 
Ring! 


TRUE LIFE STORIES (vol. ii 

What you never knew about Shawn Michaels, 
Francine, Chris Jericho, The Blue Meanie, The 
Disciple, Dean Malenko, and Al Snow. Includes 
incredible photos of their lives before wrestling! 


OUR MOST MEMORABLE "PRESS CONFERENCES”! 


(Secand fotmen -1899 te 1947) 


PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. II) 
One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, 
Austin, Sting, and more! 32 color pinups! 


Presents 


THE 1997 


UiSHO9 


1997 WRESTLING ALMANAC 

The authoritative wrestling reference 
tool. Complete PPV and supercard 
results. Title histories. 1996 in history. 
Stats, Digest-sized. 196 pages! 


THow They WarResWneren ney Or loinatad 
SWhoUses them s29 FinisherslwAlll «| 


FANTASTIC FINISHERS 

The most intricate holds and maneuvers 
are analyzed, their effectiveness ex- 
plained, and their origins revealed. 32 
color pinups! 


Hie 


1999 WRESTLING ANNUAL 

More cutting-edge profiles of the stars, 
including a glimpse into their futures. 
32 color pinups! 


PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. |) 
One select “Press Conference” since 1979, 
PWI’s first year. Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Dallas Page, Kevin Von Erich, 
Ric Flair, and more! 32 color pinups! 


1998 WRESTLING ANNUAL 

Butt-kickin’, attitude-laced profiles, 
plus a look at what the future holds for 
wrestling’s top superstars, 32 color pin- 


Ht | T 
WRESTLING INSIDERS (Winter '99) 


Go back through the years with wrestling’s 
most respected columnists, including Dan 
Shocket, Eddie Ellner, and Stu Saks. 


THE STATE OF THE GAME 

We break the sport down in every con- 
ceivable category and present our expert 
analyses as to where the sport is at and 
where it’s going. 32 color pinups! 


1998 WRESTLING ALMANAC 

Our third edition, including updates on 
every section, plus a comprehensive 
look back on 1997. Digest-sized, 196 
pages. 


DO-PAGE AM ec ory 
COLLECTOR'S SPECTACULAR! 


WRESTLING SUPERCARDS 

A historical look at WrestleMania! Ranking 
all 150 matches, 88 competitors, and the 
first 14 WrestleMania cards, 32 color pages. 


We have limited remaining supplies on some of the 
most popular issues London Publishing has ever 


PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. III) 
One “Press Conference” for each year 
since 1980, including Michaels, Sting, 
Flair, Ventura, Kimberly, Blassie, 
Luger, and more! 32 color pinups! 


BUTT-KICKIN’ 


PROFILES 
2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL 


Our editors sharpen their pens and write 
up the wrestlers who will make a differ- 
ence in the sport in Y2k. 32 color pin- 
ups! 


"| 1997 Wrestling Yearbook 

() 1997 Wrestling Almanac 

C) PWI Interview Special (Vol. I) 
State of the Game 

() True Life Stories (Vol. Ill) 

C) Fantastic Finishers 

©) 1998 Wrestling Annual 

C) 1998 Wrestling Almanac 


PWI Interview Special (Vol. Il) 
1999 Wrestling Annual 
“] Wrestling Supercards 


PWI Interview Special (Vol. Ill) 
1999 Wrestling Yearbook 
2000 Wrestling Almanac 


IOOO! 


2000 Wrestling Annual 

Best of the 20th Century 

PWI Interview Special (Vol. IV) 
(J Wrestling Insiders (Fall 2000) 


DOO! 


1999 Wrestling Insiders (Winter ’99) 


We turn loose caricaturist Jason Conlan 
one more time (whether his subjects like 
it or not!). 30 scouting reports. 32 color 
pinups! 


Widieing COLLECTOR'S EDITION 


WRESTLING 


THE BEST OF THE 20TH CENTURY 


GREATEST WRE 
OF THE CENTUR 


STLEI 
) 


uu 


BEST OF THE 20th CENTURY 

The 100 greatest wrestlers of the centu- 
ry, as only London Publishing, with our 
vast archives can present. Special bonus 
color section: The best of the 1990s. 


Al | | \"} IP NY, f 


AND: BOOK DP FAGTS 


| Comprehensive Title Histones 
‘| + 9999: The Year in Wrestling 
“| Statistics Ge Every Top Star 


» Complete PPY And 
Supercard Results 


Our fifth edition includes a history of 
multi-federation champs, plus updates 
of our regular Almanac contents. 
Expanded to 228 pages! 


Wi INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. 1V/) 
One “Press Conference” for each year 
since 1981, including Flair, Austin & 
Pillman, J.R., Scott Steiner, and Bret 
Hart. 32 color pinups! 


THENOIIEST WR 
COLUIMS EVER | 
aiesias ee 


Relive a generation of wrestling through 
the eyes of London Publishing's highly 
respected columists, our second edition 
in the series. 


estlin 


“; 


OUR MOST MEMORABLE 
COLUMNS EVER! 


WRESTLING INSIDERS (Fall 2000) 
Titles, holds and maneuvers, super- 
cards, tag teams, hall of famers, the 
state of the game. You want our opin- 
ion? Buy the magazine! 


Please send the collector’s issues I have indicated at left! J ondon Publishing Co. 


I have enclosed $7 per issue as payment in full 
(postage included) or provided my credit card number 
to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). Send to: 


Name. 
Address 


City. 


State___Zip 


Please indicate method of payment: 
(1) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


1) VISA # 
[) MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: 
2000 Wrestling Insiders (Spring 2000) MO YR 


Signature: 


/ 


P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


For all orders outside the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, 
and $3 for every issue to be sent airmail. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


5290/08-00/4c 


The Day Jeff Jarrett Cried: 


“I HAVE TO 
DESTROY MY 
HERO!” 


Throughout his formative 
years, Jeff Jarrett looked up to 
Jerry Lawler, both as a 
wrestler and as a friend. But 
now Jarrett is facing the fact 
that he must defeat his former 
role model. It is the most 
heartbreaking task of the 
young sStar’s life 


By Bob Smith 


OR ANY YOUNG man, be- 
F comin a professional 
wrestler would be like liv- 
ing a dream come true. But for 
Jeff Jarrett, entering the sport 
only seemed natural. Through- 
out his youth, Jarrett accom- 
panied his father and current 
promoter Jerry Jarrett, to the 
matches at Memphis’ Mid-South 
Coliseum. He remembers many 
magical moments from his teens 
as if they happened yesterday. 
“| was the luckiest kid in the 
whole world,” said Jarrett as he 
turned the pages of one of his 
many scrapbooks. “I was only in 


junior high school, but | used to 
go back to the locker rooms and 
sit right in the front row at ring- 
side. What great days those 
were! Look, here’s an old picture 
of me with Dutch Mantel from 
about 10 years ago. Hey, he 
sure looked different without a 
mustache, didn’t he? What a 
guy.” 

As Jarrett continued flipping 
through the scrapbook, the joy- 
ous memories filled his 
heart. Bill Dundee. 
Jimmy Valiant. The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express. 
But when he turned to | 
a certain page, he 
stared forlornly at an 
aged, yellowing photo- || 
graph. 

“Jerry Lawler,” Jar- } 
rett muttered, gently 
closing the scrapbook. 
“My idol. | used to think | 
that someday I’d grow 
up and get to be 
friends with the guy. He | 
was my hero, just like |e 
he was a savior to all 
the people of Ten- 
nessee. There was |p 
nothing the guy could 
do wrong. Whenever a 


rulebreaker came to Memphis, 
Jerry was out there to drive him 
out of the area. | really thought 
that Lawler was the perfect 
human being ...” 

It didn’t take long for reality to 
hit Jarrett square in the face. He 
put down the scrapbook and 
walked into an adjoining room. 
When he returned, he dabbed at 
his moist eyes with a piece of tis- 
sue. 


“’.. and now | have to destroy 
the guy,” said Jarrett, his voice 
cracking with emotion. “Life can 
be a really funny thing, can’t it?” 

Since making his debut five 
years ago, Jarrett has im- 
proved to the point where he is 
considered one of the sport’s 
budding superstars. But when 
he first started out as a pro, 
Jarrett barely weighed 200 
pounds, and he needed all the 


Jarrett acknowledged 
) that he learned a lot 
from Lawler and con- 
sidered him a good 
friend for a number of 
years (above). Due to 
some questionable 
decisions and some 
) questionable conduct 
on Lawler’s part, how- 
ever, Jarrett felt he 
had to call him out 
) (left). 
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TOP 10 

. Ric Flair 

. The Ultimate Warrior 
Lex Luger 

Curt Hennig 
Hulk Hogan 
Rick Rude 
Larry Zbyszko 
Kerry Von Erich 
Jerry Lawler 
Brian Adams 


{ 
2 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Ths 
8. 
ch 
0. 
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TAG TEAMS 

. Rick & Scott Steiner 

. Demolition 

. Brian Pillman & Tom Zenk 
Doom 

. The Road Warriors 

. The Hart Foundation 

. The Rockers 


. The Orient Express 
. Jeff Warner & Art Barr 


SCOMNOnORWON= 


— 


NWA 

World champion: Ric Flair 
. Lex Luger 

. Norman 

. Mike Rotundo 

. Mark Callous 

. Barry Windham 

. Bam Bam Bigelow 
Kevin Sullivan 

. Brian Pillman 

. Tommy Rich 

. Cactus Jack 
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= 
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. Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom 


World champion: The Ultimate 


Warrior 


— 


SCOMNDOONRWOND= 


. Curt Hennig 
. Rick Rude 
. Earthquake 


Big Bossman 
Hulk Hogan 


. Rick Martel 
. Roddy Piper 


Randy Savage 


. Jake Roberts 
. Brutus Beefcake 


AWA 
World champion: Larry Zbyszko 


— 


CROTON Oe 


Nikita Koloff 
Sgt. Slaughter 
John Nord 

Tully Blanchard 
The Trooper 
D.J. Peterson 
Scott Norton 
Johnnie Stewart 
Col. DeBeers 
Tommy Jammer 


MOST POPULAR 


1. The Ultimate Warrior 

2. Hulk Hogan 

3. Lex Luger 

4. Sting 

5. Dusty Rhodes 

6. 

7 

8 

9 
10. 


Norman 


. Big Bossman 
. Jake Roberts 
. Scotty the Body 


Kerry Von Erich 


MOST HATED 


_ 


SCOMNOORwWNH= 


. Ric Flair 
. Curt Hennig 
. Barry Windham 


Earthquake 
Rick Rude 


. Jerry Lawler 

. Rick Martel 

. Larry Zbyszko 

. Billy Jack Haynes 
. Ted DiBiase 


Although Jeff Jarrett has gotten a lot of 
satisfaction out of pounding Jerry 
Lawler over the years, his battles 
against “The King” have also been very 
difficult on a number of levels. 


assistance he could get. Law- 
ler helped him during those 
years. 

“Jerry was like an uncle to 
me,” he recalled wistfully. “God, 
he showed me so many holds 
and maneuvers. | remember the 
first time | tagged up with him, 
back in 1986, | think it was. 
When we won our match, it was 
like | had achieved my ultimate 
goal in life. | was standing side- 
by-side with my favorite wres- 
tler as our arms were raised in 
victory. Now, | try not to think 
about those days. Makes me 
too sad about what’s going on 
now.” 

Jarrett has been locked in a 
surprisingly violent series of 
matches against his former men- 
tor. At first, Jarrett battled Law- 
ler to try to win the USWA title. 
But after Lawler lost the belt to 
Jimmy Valiant in April, the 
Jarrett-Lawler war not only con- 
tinued, but intensified. To 
Jarrett, beating Lawler means 
more than any championship 
ever could. 

“That's a matter of principle,” 
said Jarrett sternly. “When 
Lawler turned against the peo- 
ple of Memphis a few months 
ago, he crossed too far over 
the line. Breaking the rules is 


Despite taking punishment from Jarrett in the form of brutal fists to 
the head (above) and graceful dropkicks (right), Lawler warned his 
rival that he’d get seriously hurt if he didn’t back off. 


one thing. But trying to cripple 
other wrestlers is going too far. 
Using a chain? Throwing fire? 
That’s not the man | grew up 
with.” 

But the man that Jarrett 
grew up with has changed, and 
the change appears to be a 
permanent one. And Lawler 
doesn’t seem to be taking the 
challenge of Jarrett all that 
seriously. 

“Looks like time for Sesame 
Street,” said Lawler before tak- 
ing on Jarrett in Memphis. “l 
mean, how old is this guy, 23 or 
24? Seems like yesterday that | 
was teaching the little punk 
everything he knows. And now 
he’s on some kind of a mission 
for the fans, he says. Well, he’s 
a chip right off the old block. His 
dad was an idiot, and he’s a 
stone fool. Look at how | out- 
smarted him in Dallas!” 

Lawler was referring to a 
match at the Sportatorium where 
he continually used a chain that 


“The King” and Jarrett had a strange relationship throughout the late-1980s and was thrown into the ring by his 
1990s. They couldn’t decide whether they were meant to be friends or enemies. adviser, Ronald P. Gossett. 


ae 
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Jarrett snatched the chain away 
from Lawler, hit him with it, and 
scored the pin. But when referee 
Tony Falk saw the chain in 
Jarrett’s hand, he reversed the 
decision and gave the match to 
Lawler. 

“You can teach a guy holds 
and maneuvers, but you can’t 
teach him smarts,” said Lawler 
after the tainted victory. “If you 
ask me, Jarrett’s nothing but a 
punk who’s trying to make a 
name for himself. But if he 
keeps messin’ with the big boys, 
he’s gonna get hurt real bad. | 
don’t give a damn what our past 
relationship was. That’s just 
muddy water under a broken 
bridge.” 

Jarrett, however, refuses to 
listen to Lawler’s taunts. With 
each new match against Lawler, 
he comes closer to beating “The 
King.” He also has proven that 
his skills have reached the point 
where he no longer needs to 
take a backseat to a man of 
Lawler’s caliber. 

“Look, in everybody’s life 
some bad things happen,” rea- 
soned Jarrett. “Nobody has 
ever disappointed me as much 
as Lawler has, but I’m getting 
over it. The way | see it, I’ve 
taken his place in Memphis 
now. In the old days, Lawler 
used to run all the rulebreakers 
out of town. Today, that’s my 
role. Personally, I’ve always 
liked Jerry. But I’ve got to do 
what's right.” 

Jarrett speaks with confi- 
dence, but underneath his 
brave demeanor lies a tortured 
soul. As long as Lawler contin- 
ues to break the rules, Jarrett 
knows that he must continue his 
war against his former friend. 
Jarrett won’t be able to rest 
until he drives Lawler out of the 
USWA forever. It will likely be 
the biggest achievement of his 
career. 

It could also turn out to be 
one of the saddest moments of 
his life. O 
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PWI, September 1990 


The cover: Trying to recover from his Frc] 

WWF World title loss to The Ultimate Warrior at |i 

WrestleMania VI, Hulk Hogan traveled to Japan, 

where he hoped to put the memory of the 

Warrior defeat behind him. But when the 

“Hulkster” stepped in the ring with Stan Hansen, 

the frustration that had built up because of that 

WrestleMania loss manifested itself in a burning 
rage. By the end of their 
match, both Hogan and Hansen were bloody 
messes, and many fans were wondering if 
Hogan would ever be the same again. 

The centerfold: Reigning NWA World 
tag team champions Rick and Scott Steiner 
were featured together. While Rick hasn't 
changed much over the years, the same can't 
be said for Scotty. Eleven years ago, “Big 
Poppa Pump” had dark hair and a mullet that 
would make even Mike Awesome proud! 

Too Fast Recovery: Sting thought the 
rehabilitation of his injured left leg was going so 
well that he returned to action much sooner than 
his doctor recommended. But Ric Flair and the 
other members of The Four Horsemen would 
have none of that. They attacked the “Stinger” in 
hopes of sending him back to the injured list. 
_ Maybe Sting should have lis- 
tened to his doctor after all. 
Interviews Require 
Answers: PW/ has had some 
tough interview subjects over the years, but no 
interviewee has ever proved tougher than Mike 
Enos. Though his Destruction Crew partner, . 
Wayne Bloom, had plenty to say in “Press Con- 
ference,” Enos was the master of the one-word an- 
swer. We're still baffled by the fact that the two 
somehow were the AWA World tag team 
champs. How did they communicate? 
Chemistry Counts: There have 
been many different incarnations of The 
Four Horsemen over the years, but the 
foursome of Ric Flair, Arn Anderson, Sid } 
Vicious, and Barry Windham was easily 
one of the worst. Sure enough, we predicted this group’s demise. 
Not Quite Perfect: Unfortunately for Curt 
Hennig, nobody’s perfect. But that doesn’t mean 
one who aspires to perfection can’t come darn 
close. After losing a series of matches to Hulk 
Hogan, Hennig needed to get back on track. A 
secret alliance with Bobby Heenan and his entry 
] into a tournament for the vacant Intercontinental title 
helped him do just that. 
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Name 


[PLRO) 


TOP 10 


THE ROCK 

272, Miami, FL 

(10) WWF World champion 

SCOTT STEINER 

275, Detroit, MI 

(1) WCW World champion 

STEVE AUSTIN 

252, Victoria, TX 

(4) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 
GENICHIRO TENRYU 

235, Tokyo, Japan 

(5) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
DALLAS PAGE 

260, Point Pleasant, NJ 

(-) No. 2 contender: WCW World fitle 
KURT ANGLE 

233, Pittsburgh, PA 

(2) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
KENSUKE SASAKI 

251, Tokyo, Japan 

(3) IWGP heavyweight champion 
CHRIS JERICHO 

225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

(7) WWF Intercontinental champion 
TRIPLE-H 

284, Greenwich, CT 

(8) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
BOOKER T 

250, Houston, TX 

(-) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


o ao ni © 81 BP © HD FE 
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S 


wcw 
World Champion: 
SCOTT STEINER 
{C) 275, Detroit, MI 
1—RICK STEINER 
(1) 258, Detroit, MI 
2—DALLAS PAGE 
(4) 260, Point Pleasant, NJ 
3—BOOKER T 
{-) 250, Houston, TX 
4—JEFF JARRETT 
(3) 230, Nashville, TN 


5—DUSTIN RHODES 
(-) 272, Austin, TX 


WWF 
World Champion: 
THE ROCK 
(4) 272, Miami, Fl 
1—CHRIS JERICHO 
(1) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
2—STEVE AUSTIN 
(2) 252, Victoria, TX 
3—KURT ANGLE 
(C) 233, Pittsburgh, PA 
4—TRIPLE-H 
(3) 284, Greenwich, CT 
5—THE BIG SHOW 
(8) 500, Aiken, SC 


6—THE CAT 6—CHRIS BENOIT 
(10) 235, Atlanta, GA (5) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
7—CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 7—TEST 


(7) 210, El Paso, TX 
8—HUGH MORRUS 

(-) 310, Titusville, FL 
9—CHRIS KANYON 

(-] 245, Queens, NY 


10—SHAWN STASIAK 
{-) 260, Oakville, Ontario 


(9) 302, Toronto, Ontario 
8—THE UNDERTAKER 
(6) 328, Death Valley, CA 
9—EDDIE GUERRERO 
[-) 221, El Paso, TX 


10—KANE 
(-) 345, parts unknown 
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NWA 
NWA Champion: 
MIKE RAPADA 
(C) 231, Colorado Springs, CO 
1—BIG DON BRODIE 
{-) 350, Jackson, MS 
2—STEVE CORINO 
(8) 219, Sea Isle City, NJ 
3—PAUL DIAMOND 
(2) 240, San Antonio, TX 
4—STONE MOUNTAIN 
(7) 350, Stone Mountain, GA 
—911 
(5) 312, Philadelphia, PA 
6—JONNY MOSS 
(-) 240, Egremont, England 
7—QUINN MAGNUM 
(-) 265, Pittsburgh, PA 
8—ICEMAN BUCK Q 
(-) 225, Tampa, FL 
9—DR. LUTHER 
(4) 245, Calgary, Alberta 
10—GARY TOOL 
(-) 308, Oklahoma City, OK 


TAG TEAMS 


1 JEFF & MATT HARDY 
Combined weight: 422 pounds 
(7) WWF World tag team champions 

2 BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(1) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 

3 SATOSHI KOJIMA & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
Combined weight: 493 pounds 
(4) IWGP International tag team champions 

4 SEAN O’HAIRE & CHUCK PALUMBO 
Combined weight: 526 pounds 
(2) WCW World tag team champions 
MIKE AWESOME & LANCE STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 

6 CHRISTIAN & EDGE 
Combined weight: 465 pounds 
(3) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
KANE & THE UNDERTAKER 
Combined weight: 673 pounds 
(5) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 

8 TAIYO KEA & JOHNNY SMITH 
Combined weight: 470 pounds 
(9) All-Japan International tag team champions 
BUFF BAGWELL & LEX LUGER 
Combined weight: 515 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
CHARLIE & RUSS HAAS 
Combined weight: 455 pounds 
{-) MCW Southern tag team champions 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
KENSUKE SASAKI 
(C) 251, Tokyo, Japan 
1—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(1) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
2—MASA CHONO 
(4) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
3=—DON FRYE 
{-) 231, Sierra Vista, AZ 
4—KEIJI MUTO 
(5) 245, Yamanashi, Japan 
5—YUJI NAGATA 
(6) 228, Tokyo, Japan 
6—MANABU NAKANISHI 
(2) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
7—TAKASHI IIZUKA 
{-) 233, Muroran, Japan 
8—RIKI CHOSHU 
[+] 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
9—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(8) 223, Tokyo, Japan 
10—YOSHIE YUTAKA 
(-) 288, Maebashi, Japan 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


ALL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Donovan Morgan; 1—Vincenzo Massaro; 2— 
Christopher Daniels: 3—Michael Modest, 4—Tony Jones; 5—Dalip Singh; 6—Super Destroyer 
2000; 7—Robert Thompson; 8—Jardi Frantz; 9—Boyce LeGrande; 10—Boom Boom Comini. 


APOCALYPSE WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Jaguar Vijay Singh; 1—E! Fuego; 
2—tThe Original Sinn; 3—Robin Knightwing; 4—Tony Mack; 5—Flesh Gordon; 6—The 
Mysterious Mayhem; 7—Squeegee Kid; 8—Joey Knight; 9—Tracy; 10—Master Kwan Chang. 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—dAlister Fear; 1—Dennis Dempsey; 2— 
PsychoDelic; 3—The Regulator; 4—BioHazard; 5—Atomic Dog; 6—Guido Andretti; 7— 
TJ. Lightnin’; 8—Low Rider; 9—Billy Black; 10—Judas Van Hellsing. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Cheetah Master; 1—Glen 
Osbourne; 2—J.J. The Ring Crew Guy; 3—Low-Ki; 4—Simon Diamond; 5—Ty Street; 6— 
Charlie Haas; 7—Russ Haas; 8—Mr. Ooh La La; 9—Johnny Maxx; 10—Mozart Fontaine. 


FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS WRESTLING: Champion—Kodo Fuyuki; 1—Tetsuhiro 
Kuroda; 2—Hisakatsu Oya; 3—Kintaro Kanemura; 4—Ryuji Yamakawa; 5—Goemon; 
6—Manmos Sasaki; 7—Kyoko Inoue; 8—Great Sasuke; 9—Asuza Yamazaki; 10— 
Masked Sumo. 


GLOBAL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Bull Schmitt; 1—Derek Stone; 2—Matt 
Murphy; 3—Blade Boudreaux; 4—James Grizzly; 5—Treach Phillips Jr.; 6—The Madd 
Chef; 7—Tim Warcloud; 8—Dexter Hardaway; 9—Dru Jordan; 10—Rude Dawg. 


HOOSIER PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Bobo Brazil Jr; 1—Ox Harley; 2—Ricky 
Murdoch; 3—Justin Sane; 4—Psycho; 5—Doug Gilbert; 6—Jesse Houston; 7—Tommy 
Ray Sands; 8—Jack Manson; 9—Deputy Dog; 10—Ronnie Vegas. 


MARYLAND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Jimmy Cicero; 1—Adam 
Flash; 2—The Bruiser; 3—King Kong Bundy; 4—Corporal Punishment; 5—Julio Dinero; 
6—Gillberg; 7—The Policy; 8—Chad Bowman; 9—Ronnie Zukko; 10—Romeo 
Valentino. 


MICHINOKU PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Great Sasuke; 1—Tiger Mask; 2—Gran 
Hamada; 3—4Jinsei Shinzaki; 4—Magnum Tokyo; 5—Cima; 6—Sasuke The Great; 7— 
Dick Togo; 8—Masamichi Marufuji; 9—Taru; 10—Kazuya Yuwasa, 


NWA SOUTHWEST: Champion—Gary Tool; 1—Hotstuff Hernandez; 2—Chris Young; 
3—Ikaika Loa; 4—Mike Anthony; 5—Al Jackson; 6—Rudy Boy Gonzales; 7—Beast; 
8—Dark Angel; 9—Ruben Cruz; 10—Lorry Green. 


SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: Champion—Steve Phillips; 1—Stan Sierra; 2— 
Iron Cross; 3—Brian Overbay; 4—K.C. Thunder; 5—Porkchop Thomas; 6—Manny 
Fernandez; 7—Beau James; 8—Roger Anderson; 9—Mike Cooper; 10—Ray Idol. 


UNIFIED CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Road Dogg; 1—Al Savage; 
2—Chad Cheetum; 3—Tony Sweatt; 4—Steve Southern; 5—Joe Kane; 6—Marcel 
Pringle; 7—Big Nasty; 8—Viper; 9—Calvin Rhoades; 10—Bob Armstrong. 


(9) 245, Yamanashi, Japan 
8—KIM DUK 


ALL-JAPAN PRO WRESTLING NOAH 
Triple Crown Champion: NOAH Champion: 
GENICHIRO TENRYU TITLE VACANT 
(C) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
1—TAIYO KEA 1—JUN AKIYAMA 
(2) 235, Honolulu, HI (2) 225, Hiroshima, Japan 
2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(1) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (1) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 
3—STEVE WILLIAMS 3—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(5) 265, Norman, OK (5) 287, Gifu, Japan 
4—MIKE BARTON 4—VADER 
(4) 263, Austin, TX (3) 450, Denver, CO 
5—MIKE ROTUNDO 5—YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 
[-) 255, Syracuse, NY (6) 270, Sapporo, Japan 
6—MASA FUCHI 6—TAKAO OMORI 
(8) 225, Tokyo, Japan (4) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
7—KEIJI MUTO 7—AKIRA TAUE 


(7) 265, Chichibu, Japan 
8—2 COLD SCORPIO 


(6) 173, Mexico City, Mexico 


10—SHOCKER 


EMLL AAA 
EMLL Champion: AAA Champion: 
UNIVERSO DOS MIL LATIN LOVER 
(C) 240, Mexico City, Mexico (C) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
1—ATLANTIS 1—CIBERNETICO 
(2) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (8) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—DR. WAGNER JR. 2—ABISMO NEGRO 
(-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (6) 210, Pachua, Mexico 
3—NEGRO CASAS 3—HEAVY METAL 
(4) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (1) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
4—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 4—PIRATA MORGAN 
(5) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 5—OCTAGON 
[-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (7) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
6—PERRO AGUAYO 6—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
(-) 220, Zacatecas, Mexico (2) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
7—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 7—EL TEXANO 
(1) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (4) 225, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 8—HECTOR GARZA 
(-) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (3) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 
9—ULTIMO GUERRERO 9—JERRY ESTRADA 


(9) 239, Montclova, Mexico 


10—EL CANEK 


(-) 277, Tokyo, Japan (9) 222, Denver, CO 
9—JOHNNY SMITH 9—KENTARO SHIGA 
(7) 235, Manchester, England (-} 206, Katsuta, Japan 
10—NOBUTAKA ARAYA 10—JUN IZUMIDA 
{-) 244, Chigasaki, Japan (-] 293, Kuriara, Japan 


(10) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico (10) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
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Ratings Analysis 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 22 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important- 
and respected-ratings system in the sport. 

This column is vital reading for all wrestling fans. 


The end of an era. When Paul Heyman made his debut 
as a WWF color commentator on Raw on March 5, it 
appeared the inevitable had finally happened. Those close 
to Heyman insisted that he wasn’t 
likely to accept any offer the WWF 
had made him until he had done 
everything in his power to keep his 
own company, ECW, alive. It’s 
admirable that he tried so hard and 
hung on so long, but it is now time 
to move on. And Heyman has done 
that by joining the WWF. 

This will be the first issue in the 
London Publishing family of magazines in which we have 
eliminated ECW from the ratings page. Even though ECW 
is dead, its influence continues to be felt throughout the 
wrestling world. Would there be a hardcore division in the 
WWFE today if not for ECW? Would there have been one in 
WCW? Would stars like Rey Misterio Jr., Dean Malenko, 
Eddie Guerrero, Chris Benoit, and numerous others have 
gotten the chance to shine in one or both of the Big Two if 
they hadn’t proven themselves and gotten noticed in ECW 
first? Would the term “WWF Attitude” have ever been 
coined if ECW had never existed? 

These questions are impossible to answer with any cer- 
tainty, of course. Our point is simply that Heyman and the 
wrestlers who worked for him had a profound effect on the 
sport we watch so closely today. Assuming Heyman agrees 
to work for the WWF full-time, he should be a great asset 
to Vince McMahon. He has taken a lot of criticism for 
some questionable business decisions over the last few 
years, but at least now he no longer has to concentrate on 
running an entire company. He can contribute a lot to the 
WWF's creative team. 

As you probably have noticed already, we’ve chosen Pro 
Wrestling NOAH as the replacement for ECW on the rat- 
ings pages. Mitsuharu Misawa’s promotion has quickly 
become a major player in the Far East alongside New Japan 
and All-Japan Pro Wrestling. It boasts numerous Japanese 
standouts—men like Misawa, Jun Akiyama, Akira Taue, 
and the now-injured Kenta Kobashi—as well as American 
imports such as Vader and 2 Cold Scorpio as its top stars. 


Paul Heyman 
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Good news and bad news. Take a quick look at the 10 
teams we have ranked in this month’s tag team ratings and you 
could probably draw a number of conclusions. An obvious one 
is that the WWF has a lot of depth to its tag team roster. No 
surprise there. Four of the top seven 
duos are WWF teams that have at 
one point or another dominated the 
division. 

The Hardy Boyz ... The Dudley 
Boyz ... Christian and Edge ... all 
three are teams around which you 
could build a strong roster. All three 
are over big time and all three are in 
the WWF. Kane and The Under- 
taker are pretty strong, too. 

Is this tag team division starting to grow a bit stagnant, 
though? As strong as the Hardys, Dudleys, and Edge and 
Christian are, how many more wars can they have with one 
another? And how long can Kane and ’Taker stick together? 

It wouldn’t be a huge surprise if we saw less of these 
teams in the tag team ratings soon. It appears the Hardys are 
destined to split up and give singles wrestling a shot. Then 
there are the ever-present rumors that Edge is being 
groomed for a push on his own. Even the Dudleys have 
been taking a few singles matches lately. Good news for the 
WWE on this front is that it has reinforcements. 

Charlie and Russ Haas, ranked 10th this month as Memphis 
Championship Wrestling Southern tag champs, are turning a lot 
of heads with their terrific performances on WWF arena cards 
and in dark matches at TV tapings; they should be in the federa- 
tion full-time soon. Joey Matthews and Christian York were 
recently signed and assigned to Memphis. They’ve been a strong 
team in the independents for years and had a strong stint in 
ECW. Even the team of Justin Credible and X-Pac has poten- 
tial. So if spots on the WWF’s tag team roster open up soon, 
there are some very talented men waiting to fill them. 


Edge 


Enough for now! If you have any questions or com- 
ments regarding our ratings or what you see in this column, 
we'd love to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” 
c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. O 
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I was bidding 
on a mystery item 
on ebay, but dropped 
out at $50. good thing 
too, otherwise I could 
have ended up as the 


Do you believe 
In love at first 
sight Lita? Or 
should I walk 
past again? 
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SUBSCRIBE to PWi 
AND $20 IS YOURS TO KEEP! 


‘Pro Warestune luusraaren § 


Now is the perfect time to take advantage 
eZ of this tremendous offer. With our all-new, 
10%: full-color format, PRo WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
PannnveRsany is the talk of the wrestling business, For 
more than 20-yenrs,\PRO WRESTLING 


‘SPECIAL! 


lLtusfrateD, has\set the standard-by-which 
wrestling magazines are\published—and 
now, we-are raising the har! 


Send To: London Publishing Co., P.O. Box 2021, 
Dept. 9, Marion, OH 43306-8121 


THREE WAYS TO SAVE! 

Please Check Off The One You Wish To Order: 
C1 year of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (6 issues) 
for $23.75. Save nearly $6.00! 

0 1 year of PWI (6 issues) for $28.50. 

Save more than $7.00! 


agus! . 
Save $20.00! 


C1 year of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED and PWI 
(12 issues) for $45.00! 


Please indicate method of payment: 

1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 

VISA # 

C) MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: /_ 
MO/YR 


O 


Signature: 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 


CITY. STATE ZIP 


For Canada and all other countries: $28.55 for PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED ($38.75 airmail); $33.30 for PWI ($43.50 airmail); 
$54.60 for PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED and PWI ($75.00 airmail). 
All orders outside the U.S., international money orders in U.S. 
funds only. Offer expires December 31, 2001. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
| 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on Vj N 


the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
zzz 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0906 555 263 


‘B This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phox 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. on per mi 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United 
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